
  

 

President’s Message 

Jeremiah 29:11   

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm,  

to give you a future with hope.  

 

Hello Wonderful South West District United Women in Faith (UWF)!   

Changes, changes, changes!  Our lives are full of them.  Our United 

Methodist Church continues to change. Our United Women in Faith 

continues to change.  Our National UWF leaders are changing. 

General Secretary Harriett Jane Olson is retiring and a new General 

Secretary will be hired. Technical changes are here as our National 

organization changes the website making it easier to find resources to 

help with our work.  Many of us are beginning to see winter change 

into spring.  Promises of the season to come are showing themselves.  

What doesn’t change?  God’s love for us even in the midst of all the 

changes around us. We continue to love one another and work 

together to put faith, hope and love in action for women, children and 

youth near and far. United Women in Faith provides for our units to 

continue in different ways. Please read Laura Pfeffer’s article for 

treasurers.  She provides general information and specific treasurer 

information about how units stay connected to United Women in Faith 

even if churches disaffiliate or churches close.  Thank you, Laura. 

In the year since United Women in Faith was introduced more and 

more of us are excited by the changes. We have opened ourselves to 

new possibilities.  We find ways to experience the spiritual 

undergirding of our faith that makes change possible. See our Daily 

Prayer Guide for inspiration.  For those who want to want to act for 

justice check out how to serve and advocate. Go to our uwfaith.org 

website at  

https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/   

I am very excited to be part of these changes and hope you are 

excited too. 
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Treasurer’s Note 

.United Women in Faith Treasurers, 

In the last few years it seems we have been meeting one challenge after another – COVID, our 

organization’s name change and now the disaffiliation of some of our churches from our 

denomination. Not all units, of course, have been equally impacted by these events but they have 

all in their own ways been factors in our fellowship and future together. You may have questions 

about these or other issues. Let me urge you to reach out to myself or other members of your 

District team if you do. It is really the function of our team to support local units through answering 

questions, resourcing you, encouraging you and connecting you to the wider organization. You can 

ask us to give a presentation, just call to chat or get ideas, invite us to attend an event you are 

planning or just lift up a prayer request or celebration. We are ultimately here because of YOU. I 

know many churches within our district are considering disaffiliating from our denomination. Let me 

assure you however, that this does not mean that those units need to remove themselves from 

membership in United Women in Faith. Units have always had the option of being formed outside 

of a United Methodist Church and we would welcome any units to continue their relationship with 

us no matter what their affiliation. That said, you may have financial questions regarding your unit 

in that case. Please reach out if you are in that situation and I will be happy to discuss this with you. 

I will remind you that even when our Methodist Episcopal foremothers split between the North and 

South, many mission projects were still done jointly and several of these Wesley Houses and 

Bethlehem Centers are still National Mission Institutions operating today. Mission and our 

PURPOSE is, I hope, our common ground and I know that it is the heart of your call from Christ 

from our 150+ year past and for all of our futures. 

We are off to a slow start this year. Currently we are at ~7% of our pledge. I expect this to be a 

difficult year. Aside from churches which are disaffiliating, I know of several units and churches 

which are considering closing in the near future. For this, and other reasons, I am not surprised that 

we are behind our usual giving amounts. That said, I celebrate that although our district did not 

make the total amount of our pledge last year, the Conference as a whole was still able to pay 

100% of their pledge to National. This is the power of our connection. Where we were not as strong 

as we might have hoped, others of our sisters were able to make up this difference. We are able to 

do as a Conference, what we were unable to do as a District. This is why our connection makes the 

greatest impact. I urge you to nurture your connection to your District and Conference. Consider 

attending our District Spiritual Retreat either through watching the live-stream or in person. Attend 

a watch party or watch on your own the Conference Social Action Day. Plan to attend or sponsor 

someone else to attend Mission u this year. Grow yourself spiritually, grow your fellowship and 

connection with your sisters in Christ and be bold in your answer to God’s call to mission. One of 

the Bible verses which encourages me forward is Gal. 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, 

for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up”. May God strengthen you to 

achieve all the good you can do this year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Pfeffer, 

South West District Treasurer 

608-592-5228(H) pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 

W10132 Koltes Rd, Lodi, WI 53555  608-698-7508(C) 

Checks payable to: South West District UMF  
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NEWS FROM NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE 

 

As a new year starts, Northcott Neighborhood House is into full swing on their daily activities.  One 

thing added is snow shoveling for the elderly people around them. The food pantry is up and run-

ning, and I'm sure many activities for adults and children going on as usual.  With spring break in 

many areas, Northcott is open to children for activities and programs while their parents are at work.  

Mark your calendars for the 52nd Juneteenth Street Festival on June 19th.  Tony Kearney, SR. Ex-

ecutive President at Northcott is Juneteenth President.  This year's theme is "I am Juneteenth".   

The holiday commemorates June 19, 1965, the date on which enslaved people in Galveston, TX 

finally received the news they were free.  This historical holiday will include floats in the parade, 

marching bands, dance/drill groups and plenty of other free activities,  This is the first year the Mil-

waukee County offices will be closed as a Holiday.   

Northcott Neighborhood House may be a mission for you either through your prayers or your finan-

cial support.  Hope/Mary Alice Circle in Lodi have begun saving Nickels for Northcott (thanks Carol 

Lange for the idea).  We have already sent a $50 donation this year.   

I hope that 2023 will be a wonderful year for Missions in Wisconsin and around the world.  Please 

also stay aware of the organizations in our own communities that are doing good work.  If you have 

a story about Northcott you’d like to share, please e-mail me. 

 

IN THIS TOGETHER,    

Mary Ann Morack 

Northcott Representative 

Count Count Count! 

I have the Count for 2021 (done in 2022) 39 units reported with 855 members as of December 

2021. 

Now is a good time to go back and check your membership records for 2022. Be prepared to report 

when called for 2023. Also start your record for 2023. This is a good time to update your member-

ship contact information including birthdays for your records. 

Everyone who did the count, thank you and job well done. 

Keep in touch and God bless you one and all. 

Learning to Serve and Serving to Learn, 

Kay Putman 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Mary Ann Morack 

254 Strangeway Ave. #5, Lodi, WI  53555 

(608) 592-4784 

c. (608) 334-4790 
mmorack1@yahoo.com 

Kay Putman 

215 Water  #205, Lodi, WI   53555 

608-592-2294 
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920-623-4659 bennettpesl@charter.net 

eileenb0714@gmail.com 

332 W. Prairie Street Columbus, WI 53925 

Bonus Material to Help Promote Unite Women in Faith 

A trifold brochure has been developed by members of our UWF Conference Team. This brochure 

has space to put your own unit contact information on it. This trifold is part of this month’s newslet-

ter. Eileen has done further work on it so that South West district team contact information is also 

included. You can cut this brochure out of your paper version of this news letter and make as many 

copies as you need. If you have internet access and would rather have a separate PDF version of 

this file contact Eileen Bennett or Karen Mayeshiba. This brochure was created to help introduce 

the changes that UWF making.  

There was concern that women who are not as interested in in going on-line or might not have in-

ternet access could keep up with the new things that are happening in our organization. We hope 

that this is useful for explaining UWF in your church and community.  
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President’s message cont. from pg 1 

With all the changes in our organization you no doubt will have questions, reactions and want more 

information. It is our goal as district leaders to be available for conversations with you in your units 

and as individuals. In the last issue of Mission Matters there is an updated list of your unit sisters. 

They will continue to reach out to you.  Reach out to us too.  I especially would enjoy coming to one 

of your unit meetings or special events.  Please let me know when and where. 

Our world is desperately in need of love.  “We believe love can change the world.”  We have much 

to do and I believe United Women in Faith can do it with God’s help!  See Jeremiah 29:11 which be-

gins my article about God’s plans for us.  See you in September at our District Annual Gathering at 

Bethany UMC in Madison. 

Blessings to all, 

Sue Plasterer,  

President, South West District United Women in Faith  

(608)274-0275 seplasterer@charter.net 

6313 Winstone Dr. Madison, WI 53711 

Directory Corrections March 2023 

pg.41, Platteville, Jan Holliway email is j.faye.moffett@icloud.com 

pg.29, Brodhead, Diane Rabe email is dianer2604@hotmail.com 

pg.32, Dodgeville, Charlene Mingst email is jcmingst@mhtc.net. Her district team member email list-

ing is correct. 

pg.27,Arlington UMC, Cynthia Morse, Address correction 7970  County Hwy K 

pg.35, Livingston, Kathy Schultz, phone number correction, (608) 473-7474 

pg.49, Montfort UMC, church name is Montfort UMC. 

add 

Lodi UMC, Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Elaine Aderhold, 138 Vilas Hibbard Pkwy. , Lodi, WI  

53555, (608) 592-7181, lodiwi4@aol.com 

Come Join Us and Sign–up  For these Events…. 

Be together, Share together, Pray together 

I hope to see many friends old and new at the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lodi UMC on April 1

( Registration in our last newsletter). This event will be streamed on the Lodi UMC facebook 

account. You don’t need to join facebook to watch. Sharing experiences helps us know each other 

over the years.  

Our Conference is having a zoom event on April 15th.  There will be watching parties at Waunakee 

Crossroads UMC, Madison First Church UMC and Lodi UMC. Go to the Conference Catch ths 

vision for contact information about joining these parties. Or plan to make your church or home a 

watch party site by registering and inviting friends to join you as you participate in the event. 

Mission u is getting ready for summer. Lets get together either on-line or in-person in Mauston this 

year. For in-person registration there is an early bird discount if you sign up before June 1.  

We live in a time were technology is changing our lives. That is the way it is. Needing to come 

together and sharing time and our experiences together never changes.   See soon,   KM 
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Love in Action Can Change the World 


