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President’s Message

Jeremiah 29:10-14 NRSV

For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed
will I visit you, says the Lord.

For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

Then when you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all
your heart. | will let you find me, says the Lord and | will restore your
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places which |
have driven you, says the Lord, and | will bring you back to the place from
which | sent you into exile.

Dear United Women in Faith Sisters and Friends,

The years of my presidency began in January 2022 and will end December 31, 2025. They have been times of
change, hope and joy! Changes have come for our United Methodist Church, United Women in Faith,nation
and the world. Those changes are still with us but are different. Our church is settling into its new way of being.
United Women in Faith continues to provide new ways for us to be in community, have our souls nourished, be
educated and do the mission work we do that can affect change in our nation and world. That first January |
selected a Bible verse from Jeremiah 29:10-14. | especially focused on Jeremiah 29:11 For surely | know the
plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

(Continued on page 2)

In this issue:
Presidents message . ... ....... 1-2 . -
. : : Upcoming activities . . .................... 11

Vice president's message . .. ..... 3 ’

Education 4.5 Inmemoriam............ ... .. .......... 11
"""""""""" SW District officers 2026 .................12

Northcott . . .................... 6 .

Unit News 210 Mission Today reportform ... ........... 13-14
""""""""" SW District Calendar2026 . ...............15




(President’s message - continued)

At each South West District leadership team meeting we began by getting to know each other and sharing
“What keeps us involved in UW Faith.” Over the years overwhelmingly it was community that we created
together that kept us involved! We shared those in our lives who were in need of prayer. We shared joys, hope
and our faith. We used the “Daily Prayer Guide”, read the verses for the day, stories of the week and response
Magazine. We shared the new digital resources that touched our souls and kept us going administratively. It
was our leadership team’s way of being “...a community of women who know God and experience freedom as
whole persons...” Our meetings were centered around planning for events that would continue building
community for everyone. | am so very grateful for the wonderful women leaders on our team, our WI
Conference leadership team and all my wonderful sisters and friends who have enabled me to grow in faith,
hope and lead you with love.

Fifty plus years ago | began my journey in United Methodist Women as a young mom and am retiring from
active leadership in United Women in Faith as an octogenarian. Seeing and sharing many lives has been a gift
from God that has enabled me to be a leader that | hope you’ve enjoyed working with. Our new, talented
leadership team will be planning events like the Spring Spiritual Growth Retreat, the SW District Annual
Gathering, and our November Day of Enrichment. In 2026 we get to participate in UW Faith’s Assembly Dream
it, Believe it, Do it. | urge you to go. Attend this very special event and continue building community from all
over the United States and the world. Registration information about Assembly is below.

| believe that our community is part of God’s plan for us for our well being not for harm but to give us a future
with hope. Even though there may be times we feel like we are in the “seventy days of Babylon” we continue
creating a welcoming community built on love, listening, working and believing that together with God’s help we
CAN continue putting faith, hope and love into action for women, children and youth here and all over the
world.

Sue Plasterer

Retiring President, WI South West District, United Women in Faith, seplasterer@charter.net

JOIN US FOR ASSEMBLY 2026

May 15-17, 2026 (Fri-Sun)
Indianapolis, IN
Register at: https://uwfaith.org/assembly

For more information about Assembly or bus and hotel arrangements for WI contact:

Laura Pfeffer 608-698-7508 pfeffer.umw@gmail.com.

For more information about optional events held on Thurs. May 14th contact:

Linda K. Whitelock 608-575-1517 whitelocklinda@att.net
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Vice President’'s Message:

United Women in Faith South West District 2025 Annual Gathering

Here are just a few highlights from our United Women in Faith— South West District Annual
Gathering on September 13th. The day included inspiring and educational keynotes from

Rev. Tina Itson- 'Who is My Neighbor? Immigration Through the Eyes of Jesus' and Heidi
Careaga, Deaconess, - ‘From Borderlands to Beloved Community: An Immigrant’s Story and

the Church’s Response’.

The silent auction with the money going to our mission pledge was a great success.

Special thanks to our very talented District Lay Leader, Robin Kelby for leading the music

and selling very cool hand-made UW Faith pins to raise money for the SW District. Thank you to
Maureen Mewies and the Sugar River Worship Team for providing the inspiring music. Thank
you to Robin and Sugar River UMC for hosting our Annual Gathering.

Blessings,
Ruby Dow
South West District Vice- President

remdow@ymail.com

Top row - Rev. Tina Itson; Sugar River Worship Team

Bottom row - Deaconess Heidi Careaga; Retiring SW District officers - Sue Plasterer, Judy Loveless and Alice

Schellenberger(not pictured Linda Huttenburg) Dianne Quade presenter.
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Education and Interpretation for you:

Thank you to all those who attended the SW District UWF Day of Enrichment Nov. 8th in Baraboo. There were
50 women who attended in all. We were honored to have Representative Stephanie Begay, Legislative District
2 of the Ho-Chunk Nation share information about the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Relatives
crisis in Wisconsin and beyond. Murder is the number 3 cause of death amongst Indigenous women and
relatives. More than 4 out of 5 Indigenous women(84.3%) experience violence in their lifetime. Stephanie
shared her personal witness to this crisis, as a woman and stories of incidents in her district as examples. She
talked about the Ho-chunk Nation legislature structure, and the Wisconsin MMIWR Taskforce(although its 2025
budget was cut).

Two national days of awareness for MMIWR are February 14th-wear Red and May 5th is Red Dress.There is a
5K run/Walk in LaCrosse event on May 5th also. The red hand over a mouth symbolism is to indicate “can’t
silence us” and “we are still here” as visible statements of support for all those affected and remembered. Take
time to research the issues, to learn where you can provide support by listening, in outreach , in advocacy for
the MMIWR and their families. mmiwusa.org , wisconsinfirstnations.org, nativehope.org, hochunknation.org are
a few websites to begin your efforts. The umcdiscipleship.org has many resources for native American Heritage
Month to use for programs and actions to pursue. Thank you to Baraboo First UWF for hosting the event and
the lunch.

Representative Stephanie Begay

Mission Today report forms: Please use the Mission Today report form as you review the activities of your
unit in 2025. There are four areas: Faith, Hope, Love, In Action. Circle the criteria in each area that your unit
has done this year. To be a Mission Today unit, one task under each of the four areas is to be completed.The
unit President should fill out the form and return it by February 1st to:
Eileen Bennett 332 W. Prairie St. , Columbus, WI 53925

Email: bennettpesi@charter.net

UWEF Reading Program: The 2026 Reading Program book list is available to download now at
uwfaith.org/read. Previous years lists are also available at that site. One of the selections on the 2026 list is

Highway of Tears by Jessica McDiarmid. This is a true story around the MMIWR issues. | read this book many
years ago. This book is how | became aware of the crisis. Selections from the past 5 years of reading
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selections on the list can be included in your individual reading program form. Choose what level you qualify for
by how many books or other qualifying materials you read or watched. The form is available in this newsletter
or online at https://uwfaith.ora/resources/reading-program/

Remember Faithtalks and Voices from the Field podcasts count under the reading program as well as a few
films.

Please submit your completed form _by September 1, 2025 to :
Eileen Bennett 332 W.Prairie St. Columbus, WI 53925

Email: bennettpesi@charter.net

Mission Giving: Units and individuals are encouraged to give to the 5 channels of giving of the UWF. These
donations support the on-going efforts of mission locally, in state, nationally and internationally in reaching out
with Faith, Hope and Love. Those units fulfilling mission donations to each of the 5 areas of giving will qualify
and receive the 5 Star Unit Award for Mission Giving for the year. Giving can be done through your unit
treasurer.

Resources to continue check out:

response magazine of the United Women in Faith continues in reporting on the collective efforts of UWF
national and local units in support of the variety of mission programs and community efforts in support of
children, women and youth.

Digital platform: the digital mailings and materials abound on www.uwfaith.mn.co website. Access is free, just
sign-up. For more information go to www.uwf.ora/digital. There are community gatherings, Bible studies,
podcasts, social action opportunities, and more. These are wonderful ways to be in fellowship and learning with
our sisters in faith across the country and in the world.

Thank you to all of you who have provided your encouragement and support during my tenure as E & |
coordinator. | am finishing my term and Eileen Bennett will be taking over the duties in the interim until one of
you steps forward to become part of the SW District Team.

| am the newly-assigned by the WI Conference as Lay Supply to North Freedom UMC and Denzer UMC. This
is a two-point charge for worship and visitations, primarily. | began Oct. 16th, 2025 and have two worship
services 3-4 Sundays per month. It is a part of my discerning process leading to the licensing for Local Pastor
later in 2026.

by Alice Schellenberger, SW District UWF-E&I coordinator

Order the 2026 PRAYER & PROGRAM BUNDLE now!

This Bundle includes:

e Daily Prayer Guide 2026 print and digital editions (Retail price $39.98)
e Program Resource 2026 print and digital editions (Retail price $29.98)

Order the print and digital subscription today and order all four resources for a discounted price of $38. Full
retail value is $69.96. This offer is available through December 31, 2025.
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MNorthcott
Neighborhood

House

NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
NEWS FROM NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

The Trunk or Treat Event—it’s about the children and the community

The Trunk or Treat event went well. Northcott had over 700 people and 39 vendors, two bounce houses, free
hot dogs & hamburgers, free popcorn & snow cones, face painting, free books and of course free pumpkins.

Northcott was able to support Milwaukee families affected by the August flood with gift cards. Funding
sponsored by American Family Insurance Dream Foundation.

“Tis the Season” Thanksgiving will be on Thursday, November 27 - 11:00am - 3:00pm. Wrapping of all the
children’s gifts will be November 17-22. Helpers are always needed for that. Call if you and your friends are
interested in helping, call Northcott at (414) 372-3770 to sign up.

“Tis the Season” Christmas Dinner and Toy Giveaway will take place on Thursday, December 25 - 11:00am -
3:00pm. Families will be treated to a sit down dinner catered by a licensed caterer. Christmas gifts will be
passed out to youth ages 2-17 on Christmas Eve 9:00am - 12:00p.m. Volunteers are needed during both
events as well for gift wrapping.

A big Thank you to all the volunteers who help make these activities so successful to many of the Milwaukee
families.

Another very special program held on December 28th at 4:00 p.m. is a vigil. The vigil will be held to
remember someone who has died and also will serve to offer spiritual relief to friends and family members who
will attend the service.

We are able to be a blessing because of our year round ministry of giving and great support with sponsorships,
donors, volunteers and partnerships. The blessing of Northcott Neighborhood House is where we were started
by three women of the United Methodist Church and for sixty-two years the United Methodist Church and the
United Methodist women have made sure Northcott Neighborhood House ministry continues.

Another concern at this time is their food pantry program. There has been a big increase in Milwaukee families
needing more donations for food items since the shut down of the government. Just a few days ago, a local
radio station covered the issue that Northcott is in need of food and monetary donations for their food pantry
program. They have a need for more supplies for the families.

When we help ourselves, we find moments of happiness, when we help others, we find lasting fulfillment

IN THIS TOGETHER, Mary Ann Morack, mmorack1@yahoo.com
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Unit News:
Cargill UWF

Cargill UWF met for Ruth Circle/ Unit Meeting on Nov 11 to hear Ann Calverley, illustrator of a new picture
book, The Carpenter and the Cat. Ann is a member of Cargill and her late mother, Melinda Calverley was a
UMW member. She gave a wonderful program about her process as an illustrator of this true story of a man
who took care of an abandoned kitten in a tree for a year! We also heard details of our Cookie Walk and a film
we are co- sponsoring with the Mercy and Justice team called 13th. It is a documentary on how our country has
come to mass incarceration of black and brown people.

Submitted by Janet Dow, Unit President

Milton UWF

Our Milton United Women in Faith combined gathering information for this article for Mission Matters
Newsletter with our World Thank Offering service. As we emptied our thank-offering boxes, each member was
encouraged to express the reason they are most thankful for our unit this year.

Many expressed feeling grateful for members in our unit-- “women who are kind and caring”, “role models
” e ”, “the large turnout of members for our meetings”.

showing faith in action”. “friends”, “our members”,

Several named all the missions we support. Others named specific projects our unit did this year such as our
“Baby Shower for Jesus”. We collect newborn infant supplies, divide them among gift bags for boys or girls
and donate them to the birthing department of our local hospital. They are shared with new parents who may
have difficulty affording such supplies.



Another woman mentioned the Midwest Missions Rice Blessing Bags project we just completed in
partnership with Janesville Asbury and Cargill Churches. The project had both men and women, young and
old, from three different churches all working together for good. One of our members expressed it this way,
“With everything going on in the world, | think we all just felt like it was a little bit we could do to help make the
world better.”

Submitted by Marilyn Eyster

Members of Milton UWF

Bethany UWF
The members of Bethany UWF are thankful:
-for the fellowship
-for connections to women with similar values
-for the circles, book group, mission fundraising events

-for taking action on issues we care about.

Submitted by Linda Huttenburg, unit president



Bethany UWF members learning to make sleeping mats; Judy Loveless receiving
Mission Recognition Pin; and UWF Sunday (Donna Woldt and Eileen Dunne)

Heritage Women Carry On

This fall we said goodbye to two United Methodist Women (UMW) women: Edith Sylvester and Bev Richgels.
Edith was 102 years old. Bev was 92. Both were members of the UMW unit of Divine Savior United Methodist
Church (UMC). They were part of the heritage that eventually led to the Madison Heritage district unit.

The Divine Savior unit of UMW was chartered on October 23, 1968. Divine Savior UMC changed its name to
Wellspring UMC in January, 2013. The unit simultaneously changed its name to the Wellspring unit of UMW.
When the church closed its doors in June, 2023, the question became “What to do with the unit?” The
members, under the guidance of Sue Plasterer, reorganized as a district unit without affiliation with a church of
any denomination. Practical questions such as where and when to meet became real very quickly. The
environment we had become accustomed to for many years (church building and church community) was
gone.

That was when the heritage of women like Edith and Bev led us to continue our commitment to the purpose
and mission of now-named United Women in Faith (UWF). We found a welcoming church in Bethany UMC.
They graciously provided space for us to meet. We found a church home!

Being a district unit is challenging. For example, what about a mailbox so the unit can receive mail? Bethany
has provided a mailbox for us. Who would have anticipated such details? But it was worth it to figure out the
details!

The community of women that started decades ago as the Divine Savior unit of United Methodist Women lives
on in the small group of women that meets as the Madison Heritage unit of United Women in Faith. Yes, we
said goodbye to two beloved women this fall, but their spirit lives on as we ask, “How do we continue to serve
women, children, and youth?” We continue to love and serve in the sisterhood of United Women in Faith even
when we must say goodbye.

Submitted by Blanche Emerick, President, Madison Heritage District Unit, blanche.emerick@gmail.com



Baraboo First UWF

On May 17th six members of Baraboo First UWF met at Oak Park Place with several guests including the Oak
Park Second Floor Coupon Snippers (they help us with another project). Debbie Raupp of Project Warm Hugs
led us in a blanket tying session. We tied 22 blankets in two hours. They will be distributed to hospitalized
children in seven area communities. We also celebrated the 91st birthday of one of our guests, Maurine.
Debbie would appreciate our prayers that she can find a source of reasonably priced materials after the closing
of JoAnn's. She's at peace knowing if God wants her to continue with the project she'll find a way.

Baraboo First United Women in Faith held a wonderful UWF Sunday on October 12. Our guest speakers were
Anna Krause, development director, and Mary Bowers, education director, from Kids' Ranch. Kids' Ranch
serves struggling children ages 6-11 in Sauk County.

Through a two-week summer day camp and school year literacy program, the kids gain life skills, confidence,
self-esteem, and improved reading skills. They also enjoy hiking, crafts, horseback riding, gardening, singing,
and playing outdoors while making new friends in a beautiful rural setting just outside of Rock Springs.

The service featured a litany, prayers, scriptures and lively music that focused on children. We presented a
Special Recognition Pin to Dan Abata for his work at Neighborly Free Store, funeral lunches, pasty bakes, and
other church functions. We also recognized previous recipients.

We were pleased to have our sister district officer, Mary Ann Morack, and other members of Lodi UWF as our
guests. A good time was had by all.

(Submitted by Janet Brice, President, Baraboo First UWF)
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Up-Coming Unit Activities
Lodi UWFaith

Lodi UWF will hold their yearly Christmas Festival on Saturday, December 6, 2025 from. 8:00 a.m to 1:00
p.m. We will have a large selection of cookies and candy, crafts and also next-to-new Christmas items
and decorations donations donated by our church members. We will enjoy cinnamon rolls, coffee and hot

chocolate in the morning.

Lodi UWF members have planned a field trip to Northcott and Rooted and Rising, Washington Park Facility on

Wednesday, May 13, 2026

In Memoriam - UWFaith sisters who passed since our annual gathering in Sept. 2024

Baraboo First - Marilyn Quale

Betty Olson

Lodi - Margaret (Peg) Bishop
Sharon Beechey

Joyce Hillestad

Brodhead - Kay Case

Caroline Kamps

Madison Bethany - Lois Jones

Neon Ringwald

Cargill - Vicki Powel

Jean Krueger

Merrimac- Bernadine Pratt

Deborah Breneman

Columbus - Louise Elske
Dorothy Harris
Lorna Will

Tammy Wylesky

Milton - Lorna Holmes

Dodgeville- Cathryn Tredinnick
Pamela Ann Fingerson

Ivanell (lvy) Wilson

Wellspring/Heritage- Diana Huibregstse
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SW District UWFaith Slate of Officers 2026

President - Eileen Bennett

Term 1, 27

Vice President - Ruby Dow

Term 1, ‘26

Secretary - Charlene Mingst

Appointed Term*

Treasurer - Lisa King

Appointed Term*

Communications - Annie Hill Term 2, ‘27
Spiritual Growth - Audrae Richards Term 1, ‘27
Social Action - Robin Kelby Term 1, 27
Membership, Nurture and Outreach- OPEN
Education and Interpretation - OPEN
Young Women’s Representative- OPEN
Historian - OPEN

Northcott Representative -
Mary Ann Morack

Annual Appointment

Nomination Chair- OPEN
Nomination - Kay Putman Class of 27
Nomination - Mary Baker Class of 27
Nomination - OPEN
Nomination - OPEN

If you feel led to nominate someone for an open position or are interested in one yourself, please contact Kay
Putman at 608-592-2294 for more information.
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE United Women in Faith South West District
Mission Today Local Unit Report Form

Year:
1. Plan programs that encourage spiritual growth. (Program book, response magazine,

FAITH etc.)

2. Create prayer partners with other church groups.

3. Pray using the Prayer Calendar at meetings.

4. Organize the spiritual growth study from Mission u, possibly several evenings/ weeks.

1. Take advantage of opportunities through UMW such as Mission u, Spiritual Growth Retreats,
Annual Gatherings, Mission Action Day.

HOPE 2. Set aside a time to go over the year’s plans using Mission Today Mission Tasks.

3. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice program.

4. Present a mission study from Mission u, inviting church members. Host a church-wide
discussion of United Methodist initiatives and programs such as the Way Forward.

1. Honor the organization’s leaders and member’s contributions with Special Mission
Recognition pins. Don’t forget community leaders.

LOVE 2. Encourage everyone to visit or invite visitors to/from other local UMW organizations.

3. Publicize your events using newsletters, bulletin boards, Sunday bulletins, social media,
phone calls, etc.

4. Plan a year end program to give thanks and celebrate your accomplishments.

1. Encourage all members to participate in the Pledge for Mission; give reports on where the
money goes.

2. Involve all members in fundraising (think creatively).

IN
ACTION 3. Contribute to scholarships (UMW related) and Mission u. ($25.00 or more).

4. Partner with a mission institution such as Northcott, or Wisconsin Conference supported
Harbor House, United Methodist Children's Services of Wisconsin, etc.
Sponsor a local project in your community.



To become a Mission Today organization, please complete one task from each category. Please let us
know if you have tried any new criteria this year. Any criteria that are not currently listed but would fit
in one of the categories can be included in the unit reports.

Presidents of All Local Units, please complete the form below even though you may not qualify as a Mission
Today unit. Refer any Questions to your District Team. Return this form by Feb 1stto your District Education

and Interpretation Coordinator.

Send to: Eileen Bennett, 332 W. Prairie St., Columbus, Wi 53925
Email: bennettpesi@charter.net

Name of Church:

Your Name:

Your Address:

Home phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

Criteria Completed (Circle the numbers completed)
*Any criteria that are not currently listed but would fit in one of the categories can be included in the unit
reports.

Faith 1 2 3 4 Hope 1 2 3 4

Llove1 2 3 4 InActon1 2 3 4

Report any new criteria tried this year:

Comments:




South West District UWFaith Calendar 2026

January

February

March

10th - Conference Team
Meeting - 9am - 12 pm
Zoom

7th - District Team Meeting
9am - 12pm
Zoom

21st - District Team
Meeting 9am - 12 pm
Zoom

28th - Conference Team
Meeting -9 am - 12 pm
Zoom

1st - Mission Today Reports
due
11th - Mission Matters due

(No Mission Matters this
month)

April

May

June

11th - Conference Mission
Action Day 9 am - 12 pm
Zoom Watch Parties

18th - District Spring
Retreat - Milton UMC

15th - 17th UWFaith
Assembly 2026
Indianapolis, IN

20th - District Team
meeting 9:30 am - 3 pm
Sparta UMC

16th, 18th, 23rd, 25th
-Mission u - Zoom

6th - Mission Matters Due

July

August

September

11th Mission u overview
Wisconsin Rapids - Hotel
Mead 9 am - 3:30 pm

1st - District Team Meeting
9:30 am - 3:30 pm

Lodi UMC

21st - 23rd - Conference
mega meeting - Pine lake

12th - District Annual
Gathering
Lodi UMC

5th - Mission Matters Due

1st - Reading List Due

October

November

December

10th Conference Annual
Gathering - TBD
Conference Training of
District Officers - ZOOM

7th - Conference Team
Meeting - Zoom

14th - District Day of
Enrichment TBD

1st - Officer List Form Due

18th - Mission Matters Due

10th - Pledge Money Due

Communication Coordinator- Ann Hill

Send me items

Mission Matters Due

2802 Maple Grove Dr., Madison, Wl 53719 about your unit | dates:

c(920)740-6843 activities to Feb. 12th

Email: anniehill50@gmail.com include in our May 7th
Mission Matters | August 6th

Newsletter. November 12th




Mission Matters

SW District UWFaith
C/O Ann Hill

2802 Maple Grove Dr.
Madison, WI 53719

" United
- - | Women
I\ in Faith

South West District Events 2026

Conference Mission Action Day - April 11th Zoom Watch Parties
District Spring Retreat - April 18th at Milton UMC

UWFaith Assembly - May 15th-17th in Indianapolis

Mission u - June 16th, 18th, 23rd, 25th via Zoom

Mission u Overview - July 11th in Wisconsin Rapids

District Annual Gathering - September 12th at Lodi UMC
Conference Annual Gathering - October 10th location TBD
District Day of Enrichment — November 14th location TBD
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