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President’s Message 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 NRSV 
For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit 

you, says the Lord.  
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and 

not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  
Then when you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.  I 

will let you find me, says the Lord and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from 
all the nations and all the places which I have driven you, says the Lord, and I  will 

bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

 

Hello South West District United Women in Faith (UWF) Sisters and Friends, 
 
Our promise of spring with its warm and sunny days to come has arrived in South West 
Wisconsin at least in Madison where I live. Of course there will be weather changes but 
living here part of what we plan on is four seasons which arrive each year. Each of my 
articles for Mission Matters since being elected president of the district begins with the 
verses above. During this year what has our South West District leadership team 
discerned is the plan that God has for us? Our discernment involves creating events 
that bring us together, that bring us hope, that point the way to our future. 
 
We recently provided a spiritual growth retreat for women and friends of the South West 
District. That opportunity created and led by a very talented team of women is part of 
our plan for “your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”  
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(President’s message - continued) 

Thank you to Alice Schellenberger, Eileen Bennett, Robin Kelby amazing event coordinators/ 
leaders and the wonderful hospitality of the women of the Lancaster UWF unit and 
church. They demonstrated that having a plan and working together could provide 
education, inspiration and hope for those attending. 
 
Robin’s presentation about our environment made real what one can do in our own 
“backyard” specifically, for Robin, the UW Arboretum. Alice further highlighted the 
mission work we do, resources we have through UW Faith and then provided a time for 
unit sharing. Pastor Erika Martinez-Florez and women of the unit closed our retreat with 
communion. The women of the unit then treated us to a nourishing lunch before we all 
headed home. All were the result of a wonderful plan created by women working 
together to nourish us in spirit and body. Thank you to everyone who planned the event 
and for those attending. 
We have two more events that we are planning that will give you hope for our future and 
for our wellbeing as we continue to live into United Women in Faith’s new space. One 
is our Annual Gathering in September and our November Day of Enrichment. Stay 
tuned for more details in this and future Mission Matters. 
 
Always looking forward in faith, hope and love, 
Sue Plasterer, President,  
Wisconsin South West District, UWFaith,  
seplasterer@charter.net  
 

Vice President’s Message: 
 
Notes from the South West District VP 
 
I enjoyed connecting with individuals from the South West District at the Spring Spiritual Growth Retreat at 
Lancaster UMC. I enjoyed learning about restorative ecology. It was a beautiful spring day for driving, and I was 
able to stop at one greenhouse on the way home.  This week the hummingbirds, orioles, and grosbeaks 
returned. The trees have started to bud and blossom. It is a great time to enjoy Spring in Wisconsin. 
 
Save the date 
 
The SW District Fall Annual Gathering is September 13 at Sugar River UMC, Verona. The theme of the 
meeting is Carrying Our Faith Forward. Rev. Tina Itson will be the morning keynote speaker. She will be 
speaking on welcoming the stranger. Heidi Careaga is our afternoon speaker and will be speaking on her 
experience as an immigrant.  Registration information will be in the August Mission Matters.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you and getting to know you. 
 
Blessings, 
Ruby Dow 
South West District Vice- President 
remdow@ymail.com​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2 
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Education and Interpretation for you:  
 
 Submitted by Alice Schellenberger, SW District UWF-E&I Coordinator, 79alicejms93@gmail.com 
 
2025 SW District UWF Spiritual Growth Retreat in Lancaster : Thank you to the 33 UWF members who 
attended the retreat. They represented 14 units + 2 District Members. Thank you to the Lancaster UMC and 
UWF unit for hosting  the retreat. Please read the related article about the retreat. 
 
The May/June 2025 of response  features an overview of the Mission u 2025 study of “Practicing Hope 
Together”. Please consider participating in either the Zoom Mission u in June or the in-person Mission u in July. 
 
Mission Giving opportunities are available throughout the year for us, as sisters in the United Women in Faith, 
to support the National Mission Institutes, the variety of programs and resources available to us and others . 
Please consider where you and your unit can give through pledges, and gifts to support the diverse missions of 
United Women in Faith. These are all part of the 5 Channels of Giving for support of missions. 
 
Go Digital: Have you joined the active online digital platform? There are many materials and resources that 
are downloadable allowing the materials to be used at home or to share with your unit sisters. There are 
programs and webinars being announced on the digital platform. Registration for these events is easy on-line. 
Go to www.uwfaith.org/digital for more information on how to join. Access is free. The site is 
www.uwfaith.mn.co . Join the on-line Community Gatherings and other digital Community opportunities to be 
with our sisters in faith across the country and afar. 
 
2025 UWF Reading Program: The 2025 Reading program  catalog is available to download from: 
https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-program/ . For books on previous reading lists go to : uwfaith.org/read. 
Remember-books from 2020 through 2025 lists are all eligible for the Reading Program plans.  
The informative and enriching UWF podcasts, Voices from the Field and FaithTalks, count in the Reading 
Program plans also. The May/ June 2025 issue of response has short articles that introduce the reader to these 
important and timely programs available through the Zoom platform. 
 
 

Social Action: 
 
Submitted by Linda Huttenburg - SW District Social Action, jlhutten@charter.net 

 
 
Sometimes it’s just hard to get up in the morning to face the news . . . PBS, Veteran benefits, public lands, 
reopening Alcatraz!!! I feel a bit better when I take action on issues I care about.  Here are a few ideas for you: 
 
TAKE ACTION! 
 
- From UWF:  
 
“Executive orders are putting at risk many of the national mission institutions’ ability to provide housing, 
childcare, food, education and mental health support for many of the most vulnerable in our country, including 
immigrants and refugees. CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF CONGRESS TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF 
WOMEN, CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 
GO TO UWF.ORG FOR OTHER ACTION INFORMATION. 
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TAKE ACTION! 
 
- From the General Board of Church and Society: 
 
*Urge CONGRESS TO FULLY FUND THE EPA AND NOAA 
*CONTACT YOUR SENATORS TO URGE THEM TO OPPOSE A BILL THAT WOULD DISENFRANCHISE 
ELIGIBLE CITIZENS. 
*TELL CONGRESS TO PROTECT MEDICAID AND SNAP. 
WEBSITE RESOURCE: UMCJUSTICE.ORG/WHAT-YOU-CAN-DO/SUBSCRIBE 
 
 
 

UWFaith Social Action Day Report​  
 
Our 2025 United Women in Faith Social Action Day, held on April 12th, was a wonderful success!! This 
was the 5th year that we have been virtual which allows more participation. There were 178 registered 
participants on home computers and at 17 Church Watch Parties around the state! Congratulations to all of 
you who coordinated watch parties, prepared food, promoted the program and donated to UWF missions and 
Reconciling Ministry Network. 
 
Rev. Dr. Israel Alvaran shared his beautiful baptism story and faith journey as an immigrant from the 
Philippines, a person of color, and a gay clergy man. He walked us through the United Methodist history of 
exclusion of LGBTQ+ clergy for the last 50 years. He shared the joy and hope from votes at the 2024 General 
Conference  which removed all of those restrictions and replaced them with a series of affirmations and 
agreements about how all persons will be treated with respect to their sexuality or gender identity. He 
summarized the Constitutional Amendments that will be voted on at the June 2025 WI Annual Conference. 
 
Dr. Sherry Warren skillfully educated participants about gender identity, sexual orientation and the very 
comprehensive terminology that we must understand to show respect and acceptance for all members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. She used several tools from the Our Whole Lives Sexuality and Faith curriculum that our 
WI Conference approved in 2022. We hope that churches will support facilitator training to offer education for 
all ages at your churches. 
 
Please share the Social Action Day Pledge: 
 
“I will use the resources from Reconciling Ministries to learn more about the ministry and how to be an ally.” 
AND “ I will ask my clergy and lay delegate to the WI Annual Conference to support the four Constitutional 
Amendments approved at the 2024 General Conference. 
 
Links to our 2025 Social Action Day Speaker Lectures are now available on the WI UMC Conference 
Website. https://www.wisconsinumc.org/united-methodist-women 
 
 
Submitted by Dr. Kathy Hartke, Social Action, UWFaith - Wisconsin Conference 
kdhartke@gmail.com 
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SW District of Wisconsin United Women in Faith 
Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lancaster UMC 
 
Our annual South West District Spiritual Growth Retreat was held on Saturday, April 26th, at 
Lancaster United Methodist Church. Our Retreat leader was Robin Kelby. Robin is our 
Wisconsin Conference South West District Lay Leader and is also a volunteer at the UW 
Arboretum. We were welcomed to Lancaster UMC by Pastor Erika Jezael Martinez-Flores 
and Lancaster UW Faith co-president Mary Rasmussen. 
 
Alice Schellenberger, SW District Education and Interpretation Coordinator, led us in a land 
acknowledgement and Earth Day litany. We also enjoyed great music during the day, led by 
song leader Laura Pfeffer, Mission u Dean, and pianist Mitchell Richards of Lodi UMC. 
 
We began the program with a “virtual” walk through the woods, as a video played on the 
screen, as a centering time. The video continued throughout the program as a reminder of 
how we can become more grounded in our relationship with God. Robin used their 
experiences at the UW-Madison Arboretum and its approach to restoration ecology to guide 
this retreat. Robin asked us, “What can we learn from a century of experiments in turning 
farmland back into a prairie? What does it mean to seek restoration in our lives and our 
faith?” We enjoyed discussing these questions and others in small groups. 
 
After the retreat portion of the day, we had a time of unit sharing and announcements. Laura 
Pfeffer reported on the Wisconsin Conference United Women in Faith Social Action Day, 
held on April 12th over Zoom. Pastor Erika led us in a beautiful Communion Service. 
After the program, we were treated to a delicious lunch served by Lancaster UMC.  
 
The South West District Leadership team would like to thank Mary Rasmussen and Becky 
Yager, co-presidents of Lancaster United Women in Faith, Pastor Erika, and all the 
members of their church who hosted this event. We would also like to thank Laura Pfeffer, 
Mitchell Richards, and especially Robin Kelby for creating such a special event. 
 
Contributed by: Eileen Bennett and Alice Schellenberger 

 
SW District UWF Yearbook update: 
The yearbooks have been sent out to 2 officers in each unit.  Please double check that the information is 
correct for the members of your unit.  (We’ve had some email addresses bounce and when I call, people don’t 
pick up the phone. I think I might come up on the caller id as “potential spam” 🙂)  Thanks!                          
Annie Hill SW district Comm Coor.        anniehill50@gmail.com 
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NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE  
IN THIS TOGETHER, Mary Ann Morack, mmorack1@yahoo.com   

NORTHCOTT AND MILWAUKEE SUMMERFEST  

A new partnership between Milwaukee Summerfest and Northcott June Nineteenth Festival is this year.  
This is the first year Juneteenth falls on the first day of Summerfest.  This new partnership between 
Milwaukee World Festival and Northcott Neighborhood House will bring Juneteenth programming to 
Summerfest for the first time on opening night.  This holiday celebration began in 1972 with Northcott 
house.  In the celebration there will be music, food and vendors, and a parade. 

This is the first year Summerfest falls on June 19th. Milwaukee is known as the “City of Festivals” for its 
rich tradition of hosting vibrant, diverse celebrations that bring communities together.  As part of this 
legacy Summerfest, presented by American Family Insurance and Northcott Neighborhood House, 
invites the community to join in celebrating music and culture with Juneteenth programming to be held on 
the Summerfest grounds on the evening of Thursday, June 19th starting at 6pm after the celebration 
ends on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. Juneteenth, also known as Emancipation Day, is a holiday 
marking the end of slavery in the United States.  The holiday originated and has been celebrated by 
African Americans since the late 1800s.  Upon hearing the news, African Americans in Texas rejoiced 
and began to celebrate their newfound freedom.  The first Juneteenth celebration took place in Texas on 
June 19, 1866, and included parades, speeches, and other festivities.  This year Milwaukee’s Juneteenth 
celebrates 54 years of bringing families together through food, music, art and education.  Our theme is: 
“Juneteenth… A Celebration of Love, Life and Freedom”  It has been a fun fundraiser for us. 
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  SW DISTRICT UWFaith UNIT EVENTS: 

Our SW District UWFaith Units have been busy!  During unit sharing time at the Spiritual Growth Retreat 
we learned of events that have taken place the past couple of months: 

Viroqua UMC unit sponsors a child from Mexico from infancy through high school through Child Fund.  
They donate monthly and get letters, pictures and updates. 

Madison Heritage District Unit is raising scholarship funds for The Playing Field housed at Bethany UMC. 
Federal funding is being cut for the head start and day care programs offered there. 

Baraboo First UMC did another pasty bake to raise funds for ecumenical support of the summer lunch 
and kids’ ranch programs.  

Madison Bethany UMC held their salad luncheon on May 3rd.  This is their biggest fundraiser for 
missions. 

Dodgeville UMC held their annual rummage sale at the end of April. 

UPCOMING UNIT EVENTS: 

LODI UMC   - Upcoming events:  

May 14 - General Meeting at 10:30 a.m.  Program on Rooted and Rising Washington Park Facility, Milwaukee 
Presenter:  Bill Schmidtt 
Lunch:  Potato Bar 
 
June 11 - General Meeting at 10:30 a.m.  Program - Prayer & Self Denial Service 
Presenter:  Kay Putman 
Lunch: Pizza Burgers 
 

 Contact Mary Ann Morack at mmorack1@yahoo.com or 608-592-4784   for more info.                                                    

If you have UWFaith unit activities you would like to share - please send me a brief write up (pictures 
are always great, too!).  This space is dedicated to sharing what our units are doing. 

Thanks!   

Annie Hill, SW District Comm. Coor, anniehill50@gmail.com  
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                                          WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

       Zoom Mission u 

      Tuesday/Thursday evenings 6:30-9:00 PM 

June 17, 19 & 24, 26, 2025 

 

Registration cost: $20 Deadline to register is June 7. A donation may be added  

for the Conference Pledge to Mission in place of an offering (note in memo line). 

 

Online registration forms links can be found at https://wisconsinumw.org/mission-u 

A Zoom link will be sent to your email address one week before class begins. Each person should register individually. 

 

First Name Last Name 

Address 

City State 

Zip Code Phone/Cell 

Email Preferred Pronouns (optional) 

 

UWF members, please complete:     

     Unit: ________________     District: ________________    Conference:________       

 

Optional Demographic Information   __  I prefer not to answer   

If supplying Please circle or mark:  Age:  __ under 18   __ 18-24   __ 25-34   __ 35-44  __45-64  __65+    

Gender: _______        

 

Personal Information (mark all that apply)  

__ 1st time attendee    __ layperson    __clergy     

 

I will sign in to Zoom using my   __ phone   __ smartphone/computer, or 

__ as part of a small group,   __________________ will be signing in for our small group 

 

When we have breakout groups, as a small group we would prefer to   

__ join a breakout room   __ be our own group  

(NOTE: Joining a breakout room is best for groups of no more than three people) 

 

Request for CEU/Advanced Lay Servant credits and/or Scholarship 

__ CEU   __ Advanced Lay Servant/Lay Speaker/Lay Minister        __ Financial assistance 

 

All: Submit registration email​  susanforrester@rocketmail.com  Subject line: 06/17/2025 registration  

​ Or by mail​ Susan Forrester, Registrar      ​  

     ​ ​ 6817 Elmwood Ave.​ Additional contact information:608-515-3258 (call or text) 

      ​ Middleton, WI 53562​  

Make checks out to:    Wisconsin Mission u       Registrations are transferable but not refundable 

https://wisconsinumw.org/mission-u
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE  

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

     Mission u Overview  

     Sat July 12, 2025   9:00-3:30 

Wausau: Wesley UMC, Wausau WI 
 

 

Join us at Mission u to explore what it means to practice hope as followers of Jesus.  

• How do we understand hope in the midst of so many hard realities?  

• Is hope merely optimism?  

Mission u this year will study the resurrection appearances of Jesus and the example of early 

Christian communities to explore what it means to practice hope in God even when things 

seem to be falling apart. 

 
Practicing Hope by Tabitha Holley   Order your copy:  uwfaithresources.org 

 
Practicing Hope is a biblical curriculum that explores hope 
particularly when hope seems hard to find, asking questions such 
as: How does Christ teach us to embody hope when our backs are 
against the wall? Participants will find ways to allow all of our 
communities to cultivate hope that is honest about our current 
conditions (refugia), restorative when everything feels urgent 
(rest), and possible even when we transgress (repair). 
 

Registration includes lunch and individual folders for attendees. (please provide your own 

lunch if you have specific dietary needs) 
 

Suggestions for lodging (you are responsible for making the reservations and payment): 

Best Western Plus Wausau Tower Inn, 201 N. 17th Ave, Wausau, (715)-845-4341 

La Quinta Inn by Wyndham Wausau, 1910 Stewart Ave, Wausau (715)-208-8324 

 
Registration Scholarships are available. 

Please provide your request for financial assistance by checking the box on the registration form. 

 

 
Photos taken at Mission u could be used by the WI Conference UWF in materials to help promote United Women in 
Faith events and to share the UWF mission with others.  
 
Please sign below to indicate that you understand how your photo may be used. 
 
​ Name (print)__________________________   Signature & date _________________ 
_________ 

 

https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=11781&catid=2526


 

  WISCONSIN CONFERENCE  

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Mission u Overview 

      Sat July 12, 2025   9:00-3:30 
      Wausau: Wesley UMC  

1101 Elm Street, Wausau, WI 54401 

 

Register before June 21​ $25 

Register before June 26​ $30 (deadline) assures lunch & class packet is provided 

Register after June 26​ $35 (late registration) you will need to provide you own lunch 

Online registration forms links can be found at https://wisconsinumw.org/mission-u 

 

First Name Last Name 

Address 

City State 

Zip Code Phone/Cell: 

Email Preferred Pronouns (optional) 

 

UWF members, please complete:     

     Unit: ________________     District: ________________    Conference:_______________________       

Personal Information (mark all that apply)  

__ 1st time attendee   __ layperson    __clergy     

Optional Demographic Information   __  I prefer not to answer   

If supplying Please circle or mark: Age:  __ under 18   __ 18-24   __ 25-34   __ 35-44  __45-64  __65+    

Gender: _______        

 

Emergency Contact: Name _____________________________ 
 
Contact’s Phone/Cell:  _______________________________   Relationship: _______________________ 
 
Where to find Medical information for EMTs (registration form, bracelet, wallet, emergency contact, etc): 
 (Optional) health information to share with the Mission u Team for more timely health assistance 
                    (diabetes, epilepsy, mental health concerns, asthma, etc.) 
Request for childcare, to decline lunch and/or request a scholarship: 

___ Childcare – please provide age(s), names are helpful 

___ Will provide own lunch (recommended if dietary restriction) 

___ Financial assistance​  

All: Submit registration email​  susanforrester@rocketmail.com  Subject line: 07/12/2025 registration  

​ Or by mail​ Susan Forrester, Registrar      ​  

     ​ ​ 6817 Elmwood Ave.​ Additional contact information:608-515-3258 (call or text) 

      ​ Middleton, WI 53562​  

Make checks out to:    Wisconsin Mission u       Registrations are transferable but not refundable​ 
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                         WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

       Youth Mission Camp (YoMiCa) 

Scholarship Request 

       
 

 

 

YoMiCa (Youth Mission Camp) is a week filled with classic camp experience combined with learning about the mission of 

the church. Join other youth grades 4-6 and 6-9 at Pine Lake camp in July. Make new friends while you swim, play evening 

games and learn about how missionaries are making a difference in countries and communities around the world. Camp 

registration and camp schedule is available at: https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/ 

 

Scholarships from Wisconsin Conference Mission u are available to cover up to half the cost of attending YoMiCa. Any 

youth wishing to attend this camp may request a scholarship. All are welcome at camp. You do not need to be United 

Methodist or connected to a church. Additional scholarships are available through the camp office. 

 

All: Submit scholarship request email​ pfeffer.umw@gmail.com   

​ Or by mail​ Laura Pfeffer, Dean Mission u     ​  

     ​ ​ W10132 Koltes Rd.​ Additional contact information:608-698-7508 (call or text) 

​ Lodi, WI 53555 

 

 

      ​
​  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent or Guardian:   ​                                                                                               

 

​                   

Address, City, State, Zip 
 
 
Phone: 
​  
​  
Email: 
 
 
Name of YoMiCa attendee: 
 
 

School Grade: 

Amount of request for scholarship: 
 
 

https://wiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/
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Mission Matters 
SW District UWFaith 
C/O Ann Hill 
2802 Maple Grove Dr. 
Madison, WI  53719 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Calendar of Events 2025 
 
Mission u - June 17&19; 24 & 26 Zoom  
District Team meeting -June 21st at Stoughton UMC 
Mission u overview - July 12th at Wausau Wesley UMC 
District Team meeting - Aug. 2nd at Sugar River (Verona) UMC 
Mission Matters Due - Aug. 6th 
District Annual Gathering - September 13th at Sugar River (Verona) UMC 
Conference Annual Gathering - October 11th in WI Rapids 
Day of Enrichment – November 8th at Baraboo First UMC 
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