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President’s Message:

Hello, South West District Sisters and Friends! | am very honored and excited to be your new District
President. | have some very big shoes to fill, but | feel | have learned from the best. | have been
blessed to serve with Carol Lange, Laura Pfeffer, Sue Plasterer, and many others since | joined this
team. | have been a member of the South West District United Women in Faith Leadership Team
since 2016. | previously held the offices of Education & Interpretation Coordinator, Vice President, and
District Nominations.

| am a member of Columbus United Methodist Church, where | am currently Church Council Chair,
Missions Committee Chair, and a member of United Women in Faith. | am proud to be an Air Force
veteran, serving 37 years on Air Force Active Duty, USAF Reserve, and Air National Guard. | also
retired from the Department of Defense Civil Service after 30 years.

| hope you will all be able to join us for our SW District Spiritual Growth Retreat on Saturday, April 18",
at Milton UMC. | encourage all of you to observe the United Women in Faith Call to Prayer &
Self-denial. Resources can be found here: https://uwfaith.ora/blog/2025/a-call-to-prayer/

| also hope to join some of you at your local events and meetings. | encourage you to announce your
events in Mission Matters so that other members of our district can attend. Members of our District
team would also love to come and meet you. Please let me know if there is anything we can do for

S5 8 | you.

Eileen Bennett

332 W Prairie St

Columbus, WI 53925

(920) 623-4659

Cell (920) 285-0880

Email: eileenb0714@gmail.com or
bennettpesl@charter.net

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or arrogant or rude. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” I Corinthians 13


https://uwfaith.org/blog/2025/a-call-to-prayer/
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Vice President’'s Message:

Save the Date for Fall Annual Gathering

Greetings South West District Sisters, Save the Date for the fall Annual Gathering on September 12 at Lodi
UMC, Lodi. The theme of the meeting is Mapping Our Way Forward. | am looking forward to seeing you and
meeting new people. | believe that we are called to Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly with God.
Blessings,

Ruby Dow

South West District Vice- President
remdow@ymail.com

Education and Interpretation:
Submitted by: Eileen Bennett, SW District President

The South West District Leadership Team currently has an opening for a new E & | Coordinator.
Education and Interpretation is a wonderful opportunity to serve on our team. The E & | Coordinator
would be responsible for educating the SW District about the many ways United Women in Faith is in
Mission locally and around the world. We have many wonderful members of our team who will be there
to help you in your office. Please let me know if you are interested, and | will pass on your info to our
Nominations Team.

Mission Today report forms: Please use the Mission Today report form as you review the activities
of your unit in 2025. There are four areas: Faith, Hope, Love, In Action. Circle the criteria in each area
that your unit has done this year. To be a Mission Today unit, one task under each of the four areas is
to be completed. Thank you to all the units who have already submitted reports for 2025. We will
continue to accept late reports. Please submit reports to:

Eileen Bennett 332 W. Prairie St, Columbus, WI 53925 Email: bennettpesi@charter.net
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Social Action:

Hello South West District! My name is Robin Kelby (they/them) and | am super excited to be your new Social
Action coordinator for our district. | may be new to my role, but | deeply believe that love in action can change
the world. We have a fantastic Social Action Day planned for April 11th that you aren't going to want to miss!
This year's program on Responding in Love will NOT be recorded, so please plan to attend the livestream,
either in the comfort of your home, or in community with others. We have 4 great communities who will be
hosting watch parties in our district:

Cargill United Methodist Church in Janesville

Lodi United Methodist Church in Lodi

First United Methodist Church in Madison
Crossroads United Methodist Church in Waunakee

Registration opens March 1st, but mark your calendar now!

Reading Program and Lending Library

Have you been curious about the Reading Program, but not sure where to start? Are there Reading Program
books you love and want others to enjoy? We are starting a new Lending Library at our district events! Put your
name in the front of the book and bring it to the Spring Retreat. We'll make it available to attendees to check
out and bring back to the next district event. Since we don’t have an Education and Interpretation coordinator, |
have volunteered to collect the reading program forms this year. You will find a copy of that form in this
newsletter. If you have questions, please contact me. Thanks!

Robin Kelby
Social Action Coordinator
robinkelby@gmail.com.

JOIN US FOR ASSEMBLY 2026

May 15-17, 2026 (Fri-Sun)
Indianapolis, IN
Register at: https://uwfaith.org/assembly

Dream it!
Beliewve it!
Do il

For more information about Assembly or bus and hotel arrangements for WI contact:

Laura Pfeffer 608-698-7508 pfeffer.umw@amail.com.

For more information about optional events held on Thurs. May 14th contact:

Linda K. Whitelock 608-575-1517 whitelocklinda@att.net
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i United  SAVE THE DATE - ZOOM EVENT

-~ | omen SOCIAL ACTION DAY

SATURDAY, April 11th 9:00-noon
“RESPONDING IN LOVE”

As United Methodists, we believe that God has given us principles for how to live in a community. Central to

Jesus’ teachings, life, death, and resurrection is the Great Commandment: we must love God and love our
neighbors as ourselves. (Matthew 22:35-40; Mark 12:28-34)

“We declare that all individuals, no matter their circumstances or social standing are entitled to basic human
rights and freedoms... As a church, we will work to protect these rights and freedoms within the church and to
reform the structures of society to ensure that every human being can thrive.” The UMC 2025-2028 Social

Principles: The Political Community, Government Responsibilities, Basic Rights and Freedoms.

SPEAKERS

Attorney Grant Sovern

“Immigration in Wisconsin” — Standing Up for Due Process
Attorney Grant Sovern (he/him) is a graduate of Tufts University and of Michigan Law
School and has worked as an immigration lawyer for 30 years. He has also taught at the
University of Wisconsin Law School, and he was one of the founding attorneys and Board
President of the Community Immigration Law Center (CILC — pronounced “silk”). CILC
is a public defender service for immigrants threatened with deportation in
Wisconsin. CILC
believes that everyone has a right to due process, which includes people accused of
being deportable. He is presently CILC’s Administrative Director.

Rev. Breanna llléné
“How Congregations can take action on immigration in their own
Communities”

Rev. Breanna llléné (she/her) is ordained in the United Methodist Church and has
served in several congregations, including a Spanish speaking congregation. She has
worked on the judicatory-level multicultural church planting efforts. Presently she is
the Director of

Ecumenical Innovation and Justice Initiatives at the Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC)

where she leads the WCC'’s advocacy work, resourcing churches to respond both at the
state capitol and also in their local communities.
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-Registration will be available starting Monday, March 1%t on the website:

https://www.wisconsinumw.org

-Registration fee is $10.00. (If you want this fee waived, contact Josie Gobel 920-988-0705)

-People will be able to register online and make payment by credit card or send in a

paper registration and pay by check. Barbara Diener-Blumer will again be the registrar.

-As of printing of Mission Matters there are four Watch Parties in SW District. Watch
parties will be held at:

Cargill United Methodist Church in Janesville

Lodi United Methodist Church in Lodi

First United Methodist Church in Madison
Crossroads United Methodist Church in Waunakee

-Please note that this program WILL NOT be recorded.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Josie Gobel at 920-988-0705 or the registrar
Barb Deiner-Blomer at 920-379-8450 or Kathy Hartke at 262-366-6770

DAY OF GIVING - March 23, 2026

Day of Giving, March 23, 2026, is our opportunity to gather together as one sisterhood in faith to thank
God for the continued grace shown to United Women in Faith, by giving to ensure the future of our vital
mission work to improve the lives of women, children, and youth at home and abroad. We invite you to join

us and show your appreciation for God's Grace in Abundance with your generous gift.

=Live phone lines will be open to accept your gifts on Monday, March 23, from 8 to 5 p.m. EST.
Call 1-800-278-7771

=Checks can be mailed to: United Women in Faith
Attn: Day of Giving
Church Center for the United Nations
777 United Nations Plaza, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10017
-Watch for our live Facebook feeds and updates throughout the day and throughout the country.


https://www.wisconsinumw.org/

Nominations:

Hello, Women of South West District!

| am excited about joining the South West District Executive Team as the Chair of the Nominations Committee!
| feel like I'm coming home. Before accepting positions on the Conference Executive Team (many years ago), |
served as Secretary and Vice-President of the district team. | learned from that experience that my skills are
not the ones a secretary needs. | don’t have that special knack that good secretaries have to be able to listen
and write the minutes at the same time. But | did enjoy planning the District events as the VP. | started my
time on the Conference Executive as a member of the Nominations team. That was the experience that
opened my eyes to the important work of the Nominations Committee. We are talent scouts, encouragers,
sounding boards, and matchmakers. When we make good matches, everyone benefits. Beyond my
involvement with UMW/United Women in Faith, | taught History and German at Portage High School and was
involved with my fellow German teachers in an exchange with a school in Guetersloh, Germany. That
experience opened the eyes of our students to a larger world and other ways of living everyday life. That
relationship with our German colleagues continues today. We celebrated 50 years of the partnership this year
with a visit from our German counterparts. I'm curious to see where God'’s plan for me will take me next.

Gloria Carter,
Chair of Nominations Committee
carter53597 @tds.net

Communications:

Hello members of the SW District, UWFaith. | am Annie Hill and | will continue to be the communications
coordinator for the next 2 years. There are a couple of things | want to give you information about:

- Mission Matters - | compile and send out the information sent to me about 1 week after each due date.
If you receive your newsletter by email and don’t have it the week after the due date, please check your
spam or junk folder. (For some reason some of your computers have determined | am spam.) | email
the newsletter to the printer on the same day | email it to the members. The printer usually gets it out 2
weeks later. If those of you who signed up for a printed newsletter don’t get it within that time frame,
please let me know. The printer has been wonderful about following up in-house and with the post
office when the newsletter is late getting to subscribers.

- Membership/directory information - As some of you know, | am keeper of the membership
spreadsheet. Please let me know if your contact information changes so | can keep that information
current.

- 2026 SW District Yearbook/Directory - The information | have been given by each unit and district
member has been forwarded to Karen Mayeshiba who is putting together the actual yearbook/directory.
Yearbooks will be mailed to 2 officers in each unit. When you get them later this spring, let me know if
there are any changes that need to be made. | will update the membership spreadsheet and publish
updates in Mission Matters.

I’'m looking forward to another good year as part of UWFaith.

Annie Hill, Communications Coordinator, anniehill50@agmail.com
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Unit News:

This space is dedicated to sharing what our units are doing/have done. If you have UWFaith unit
activities you would like to share, please send me a brief write up (pictures are always great, too!)

Thanks,
Annie Hill
Communications Coor. anniehill50@amail.com

Up-Coming Unit Activities

Lodi UWFaith

Lodi UWFaith will hold their UWFaith Sunday on March 22nd. Their guest speaker will be Barbara
Mamerow, the Spiritual Growth coordinator for the UWFaith Conference.

Lodi UWFaith members have planned a field trip to Northcott and Rooted and Rising, Washington Park Facility
in Milwaukee, on Wednesday, May 13, 2026

For more information contact Mary Ann Morack, mmorackl1@yahoo.com

A note from Crossroads UMC in Waunakee:

Mary Lainberger, one of our beloved members, has passed away.

Mary's stomach cancer had returned, she spent time in Meriter Hospital, and then at Agrace Hospice where
she was cared for well by staff and loved on by family.

Mary was confident that God loved her and that she would be welcomed into heaven. Mary trusted in God
throughout her life and had a deep desire for all to come to know Christ. Mary taught our children, served with
UWF, and sang in the choir--which brought her great joy; as well as many other ways that she participated in
the life of this church.

Mary leaves behind her husband, Dennis, and her four adult children; her 2 sisters, including Shirley Riley, a
member of our church family.

Ryan Funeral Home is serving the family: https://www.ryanfuneralservice.com/obituaries

A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on February 28, 2026, at Crossroads United Methodist Church,
5901 Hogan Road, Waunakee, WI 53597. Visitation to be held from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on February 27,
2026, at Ryan Funeral Home, Windsor/DeForest Chapel, 6924 Lake Road, DeForest, Wl 53532.
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Northcott
Neighborhood

House

NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
NEWS FROM NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

In talking to Vanessa Johnson at Northcott, she said they are currently planning their 55th Juneteenth
Milwaukee Celebration. Have any of you attended this event? Please let me know your thoughts on
the Program. It must be quite an event, with so many vendors, parade and music.

Northcott is still hosting their Arborist training classes.

“Tis the season” Thanksgiving and Christmas events were very successful. The “Forever in our
Hearts” Homicide Candlelight Vigil took place on Sunday, December 28, 2025. This is always very
well attended and meaningful to many people. This year for Thanksgiving instead of carry-out meals,
they gathered at Northcott and the people were able to visit and talk with others who attended.

Since this year, the program about Prayer and Self Denial is on children, | did check on how their day
care was going. Vanessa said they still have not renewed their day care license. The city of
Milwaukee will have to make the steps needed to reopen the day care.

Our contact at Generac for the winter clothing drive was Janaka Subotnik, Community Programs
Specialist. We also received $1,000 from the Generac Foundation to support "Tis the Season". Kelly
Skindzelewski is the Foundation Administrator. Our thanks to Generac for the donations for the
Christmas gifts to so many.

Northcott is facing an increase for their food pantry demands following Federal benefit cuts, prompting
urgent calls for more donations of items for their pantry.

IN THIS TOGETHER, Mary Ann Morack, mmorack1@yahoo.com
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' United South West District United Women in Faith
- = | Women Spiritual Growth Retreat
1 in Faith
Faith Journeys
Retreat Leaders: Alice Schellenberger and Mitch Richards
Milton United Methodist Church, 241 Northside Dr, Milton, WI 53563

Saturday, April 18, 2026 9 am-1:00 pm (Registration begins at 8:30 am) ~
Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm at Milton UMC~

+ Alice and Mitch have each answered the Call to become United Methodist Pastors and will be
sharing their journeys with us. We will also have a time of sharing our own faith journeys.

+ We will also enjoy music with our song leader, Laura Pfeffer, and we will celebrate
Communion together.

**Ingathering for local missions: Milton Food Pantry
* List of suitable items will be in the registration confirmation letter.

khkkkkkkhkhhhkkkkhkhkhhhkkhkhkhkhkhhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhhhkkhkhkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhkhhkhkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkkkhkhkhkkx

Registration Form:(Please complete one form for each person attending this event.) (please print)
Name:

Street:
City,State, Zip:

Phone: E-mail:

UWFaith Unit or Congregation:

Staying for Lunch? (yes or no)

**k% . . igr age
please list any food allergies or sensitivities you may have:
Do you need childcare? Yes No (If so, a stipend is available).

Registration deadline: April 13th. Make checks payable to: SW District UWF
Please send registration form and fee of $20 to:
Marilyn Eyster

122 E Cox Rd
Edgerton, WI 53534
marilyn.eyster@gmail.com
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SW District UWFaith Slate of Officers 2026

President - Eileen Bennett

Term 1, 27

Vice President - Ruby Dow

Term 1, ‘26

Secretary - Charlene Mingst

Appointed Term*

Treasurer - Lisa King

Appointed Term*

Communications - Annie Hill Term 2, ‘27
Spiritual Growth - Audrae Richards Term 1, ‘27
Social Action - Robin Kelby Term 1, 27
Membership, Nurture and Outreach- OPEN
Education and Interpretation - OPEN
Young Women’s Representative- OPEN
Historian - OPEN

Northcott Representative -
Mary Ann Morack

Annual Appointment

Nomination Chair-Gloria Carter

Nomination - Kay Putman Class of 27
Nomination - Mary Baker Class of 27
Nomination - Martha Boyer

Nomination - OPEN

If you feel led to nominate someone for an open position or are interested in one yourself, please contact

Gloria Carter for more information. carter53597 @tds.net
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Mabel Heil Scholarship Fund Wisconsin Conference

Mabel Heil Scholarships are made possible by earnings from a trust established in the will of Sarah
Mabel Heil, a resident of Cuba City, Wisconsin. Funds are awarded by the Heil Scholarship
Committee of the Wisconsin Conference United Women in Faith and are invested in the Wisconsin
United Methodist Foundation. Any Wisconsin United Methodist woman working to improve her
education may apply.

Available Funds:

a. Funds will be invested in the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation, in a fund split 60 percent
equity and 40 percent fixed.

b. Funds available to provide scholarships for each semester will be calculated as 2.5 percent of the
fair market value of the Mabel Heil Scholarship Fund as of the end of the month prior to the approval
of Scholarships.

Eligibility Requirements:

a. Must be a female member of the United Women in Faith and/or United Methodist Church in
Wisconsin.

b. Submit a written answer to the question, “In what ways do | consider myself a worthy student?”
c. Letter of recommendation from either the president of the local UWFaith unit or from your pastor.
d. Letter of recommendation from a church member who is not a member of your household and is
not a relative. (Person writing letter on behalf of applicant is to send the letter directly to the contact
person)

e. All letters must be written (Preferably typed) on one side of an 8.5x11” sheet of white paper using
black ink.

Application Procedures:

a. Awarded for one semester at a time. To be considered again for any subsequent semester, send a
letter asking to be considered.

b. Graduate students may apply for each semester as long as they meet the other requirements

c. Application and two (2) letters of recommendation OR RECONSIDERATION LETTER must be
received by May 1 for the fall semester or October 1 for the spring semester. Checks will be disbursed
by August 15 and January 15.

Application forms may be requested from this email loosesilv45@gmail.com or the address below or
call: 715 325 2841

Obtain an application form and send to:

Mabel Heil Scholarship
Lucy Silvester

373 15th Ave.
Nekoosa, WI 54457
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United Women in Faith Reading Program Report Form 20 § United
- | WoiTien
gu in Faith

Plan 1 — One item in each category. (5 items)
Plan 2 — Two Items in each category. (10 Items)
Plan 3 — Plan 2 plus 5 items (15 Items)

Plan 4 — Plan 2 plus 10 items or more. (20 Items)
Send to: Robin Kelby, 104 Lincoln St. #221, Verona, WI or email robinkelby@gmail.com
Due Sept. 1 Make a copy to keep for your personal record.

Name:

Email:
Address:
Phone:
Cell:
Unit:
District:

Conference:
Education for Mission (EM): Title, Author and Year:

Leadership Development (LD): Title, Author and Year:

Nurturing for Community (NC): Title, Author and Year:

Social Action (SA): Title, Author and Year:

Spiritual Growth (SG): Title, Author and Year:

Plus 5 for Plan 3 Title, Author, Year and Category:

Plus 5 for Plan 4 Title, Author, Year and Category:

Response Magazine (Read 6 issues a year):

All Items in the Reading Program are listed at https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-program/

Books from this year’s list and the previous 5 years lists can count.
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE United Women in Faith South West District

FAITH

HOPE

LOVE

IN
ACTION

1.

Mission Today Local Unit Report Form

Year:
Plan programs that encourage spiritual growth. (Program book, response magazine,

etc.)

2.

3.

4.

Create prayer partners with other church groups.

Pray using the Prayer Calendar at meetings.

. Organize the spiritual growth study from Mission u, possibly several evenings/ weeks.

. Take advantage of opportunities through UMW such as Mission u, Spiritual Growth Retreats,

Annual Gatherings, Mission Action Day.

. Set aside a time to go over the year’s plans using Mission Today Mission Tasks.

. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice program.

. Present a mission study from Mission u, inviting church members. Host a church-wide

discussion of United Methodist initiatives and programs such as the Way Forward.

. Honor the organization’s leaders and member’s contributions with Special Mission

Recognition pins. Don’t forget community leaders.

. Encourage everyone to visit or invite visitors to/from other local UMW organizations.

. Publicize your events using newsletters, bulletin boards, Sunday bulletins, social media,

phone calls, etc.

. Plan a year end program to give thanks and celebrate your accomplishments.

. Encourage all members to participate in the Pledge for Mission; give reports on where the

money goes.

. Involve all members in fundraising (think creatively).

. Contribute to scholarships (UMW related) and Mission u. ($25.00 or more).

Partner with a mission institution such as Northcott, or Wisconsin Conference supported
Harbor House, United Methodist Children's Services of Wisconsin, etc.

Sponsor a local project in your community.



To become a Mission Today organization, please complete one task from each category. Please let us
know if you have tried any new criteria this year. Any criteria that are not currently listed but would fit
in one of the categories can be included in the unit reports.

Presidents of All Local Units, please complete the form below even though you may not qualify as a Mission
Today unit. Refer any Questions to your District Team. Return this form by Feb 1stto your District Education

and Interpretation Coordinator.

Send to: Eileen Bennett, 332 W. Prairie St., Columbus, Wi 53925
Email: bennettpesi@charter.net

Name of Church:

Your Name:

Your Address:

Home phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

Criteria Completed (Circle the numbers completed)
*Any criteria that are not currently listed but would fit in one of the categories can be included in the unit
reports.

Faith 1 2 3 4 Hope 1 2 3 4

Llove1 2 3 4 InActon1 2 3 4

Report any new criteria tried this year:

Comments:




South West District UWFaith Calendar 2026

January

February

March

10th - Conference Team
Meeting - 9am - 12 pm
Zoom

7th - District Team Meeting
9am - 12pm
Zoom

21st - District Team
Meeting 9am - 12 pm
Zoom

28th - Conference Team
Meeting -9 am - 12 pm
Zoom

1st - Mission Today Reports
due
11th - Mission Matters due

(No Mission Matters this
month)

April

May

June

11th - Conference Mission
Action Day 9 am - 12 pm
Zoom Watch Parties

18th - District Spring

15th - 17th UWFaith
Assembly 2026
Indianapolis, IN

20th - District Team
meeting 9:30 am - 3 pm
Sparta UMC

16th, 18th, 23rd, 25th
-Mission u - Zoom

Retreat - Milton UMC 6:30 -9 pm
6th - Mission Matters Due
July August September
11th Mission u overview 1st - District Team Meeting | 12th - District Annual
Wisconsin Rapids - Hotel |9:30 am - 3:30 pm Gathering
Mead 9 am - 3:30 pm Lodi UMC Lodi UMC

21st - 23rd - Conference
mega meeting - Pine lake

5th - Mission Matters Due

1st - Reading List Due

October

November

December

10th Conference Annual
Gathering - TBD
Conference Training of
District Officers - ZOOM

7th - Conference Team
Meeting - Zoom

14th - District Day of
Enrichment TBD

1st - Officer List Form Due

18th - Mission Matters Due

10th - Pledge Money Due

Communication Coordinator- Ann Hill

Send me items

Mission Matters Due

2802 Maple Grove Dr., Madison, Wl 53719 about your unit | dates:

c(920)740-6843 activities to Feb. 12th

Email: anniehill50@gmail.com include in our May 7th
Mission Matters | August 6th

Newsletter. November 12th




Mission Matters

SW District UWFaith
C/O Ann Hill

2802 Maple Grove Dr.
Madison, WI 53719

" United
- = | Women
I in Faith

South West District Events 2026

Conference Mission Action Day - April 11th Zoom Watch Parties
District Spring Retreat - April 18th at Milton UMC

UWFaith Assembly - May 15th-17th in Indianapolis

Mission u - June 16th, 18th, 23rd, 25th via Zoom

Mission u Overview - July 11th in Wisconsin Rapids

District Annual Gathering - September 12th at Lodi UMC
Conference Annual Gathering - October 10th location TBD
District Day of Enrichment — November 14th location TBD
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