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THE PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Happy Spring to all of my UMW friends!

The winter wasn't long and it wasn't hard but it surely is nice to see the sun and feel that spring is on
the way..... even though that means yard work and all of that! I can't wait to plant some flowers. My
Crocus are out and make such a friendly and welcome sight.
Spring always brings our welcome Spring Day of Enrichment and we had a fine day at Holcombe on
April 22nd. We worked hard to have a great program for you with a new format and you ladies who
attended enjoyed it. There was much learning about being "GREEN" and if you would like, one of
our team will be most happy to visit your unit and present some of what we covered that day. And of
course it is always so good to get together and renew old friendship and find new friends.
Has your local unit started preparation of the celebration of our UMW 150th year anniversary? When
we look back, we have accomplished much hard work and we should all look back and celebrate
what we have done. Plan a special program for your local unit on our special day!!
Spring and April also brings our Mission Action Day. Our theme for this year was Homelessness and
we were made aware of some of the things that are being done to provide help and nurture for these
people. As we listened we were made aware of some of the many reasons for homelessness and
the solution is not so easy as "telling them to get a job".
Team-wise we are still moving along but we could surely appreciate a couple more members. We
give thanks for Laura Ida and Laurie Church who have joined us. Have you given thought to getting
involved with our good work? We are a great team and the joy we receive, as we do our jobs, is
wonderful. The Lord rewards us in His own way. If you would feel called to participate in this fine
work give one of our "Nomination Girls" a call and discuss the possibilities. The chairman is Annette
Pederson, her phone number is 715 878-4203
If your unit has any questions or ideas in any area, do give us a call and we will be glad to work with
you.... What we do not know we will research to find out!
Have a wonderful beginning with the Easter time! Let us hear from you.
Your president, Evie O'Neil
715-354-3197
evio31@outlook.com
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From Our Vice-President
Leaving OUR Legacy
By Terry Giles, Vice President North West District
March 23, 2019, United Methodist Women will be celebrating 150 years of mission work helping
youth, women and children. Happy Anniversary United Methodist Women.
Like other anniversaries, this anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate what has been accomplished
and to renew our commitment to the future. Our predecessor’s established a strong, vital mission
organization and left that legacy to us. Over the next 150 years, what will stand out as being our
legacy to the future?
I am trying to make plans for how the North West District of United Methodist Women will celebrate
the 150th anniversary. I am asking for your input as to what you want this celebration to be like.
What is the legacy we are leaving for future generations of United Methodist Women?
Over the past few years, the March issue of the response Magazine has highlighted the legacy of
many United Methodist Women. Reading their stories is inspirational. Start thinking about what your
story might be. Be creative ~ a story does not have to be the written word. It can be a painting, a
sculpture, a poem, a song, a journal, a scrapbook. A picture is worth a thousand words, use your
photography skills to tell your story. Share your stories with me so we can truly celebrate what “OUR
LEGACY” is at our 150th Anniversary Celebration on March 23, 2019. Terry
GREETINGS FROM YOUR SECRETAR Y

Thanks to all presidents and secretaries who have contacted me about changes in your officer roster
for 2017. It is important to keep that listing current so your “Sister” can be notified of the changes as
she visits and keeps in contact with your unit. As the year 2018 approaches, and elections will be
held and offices get filled, keep in mind the deadlines for reporting the information to me. Please
send it through the mail, or e-mail it to me. Feel free to call me with any questions or corrections you
may have!
Recently I read an article entitled “God may conceal the purpose of His ways, but His ways are NOT
without purpose”. Often we, as willing UMW workers, may have to accept that the work which we
would dearly like to perform in terms of Christian service is not that for which we are best
knowledgeable about nor best equipped to do. It may be just a preparatory task, leading to
something needed for the mission outreach that we strive to fulfill. May we accept the tasks God has
chosen for us, no matter how small and insignificant they may seem, and serve God with a thankful
and willing heart. We need to stop and praise God when we are tempted to doubt our role in mission
work. We must not doubt God’s goodness! Remember---God’s ways are NOT without purpose!!!!!
Janet M. Knutson
P.O. Box 12
Star Prairie, WI 54026
715.248.3231
715.781.9706
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Our Treasurer

Thank you for your generosity and support of “The Lighthouse” at Spring Day of Enrichment! Your
gifts are greatly appreciated.
I have enjoyed working with you all for the past 3 years. This is my last year being your District
Treasurer. The District needs a new Treasurer beginning Jan. 1, 2018. Would you be willing to
serve God and your UMW Sisters in this position? Please pray for God’s will in filling this position.
If you have any questions or concerns about your remittances or anything else, feel free to contact
me. I will do my best to assist you. God Bless You!
Robin Peterson
3487 - 120 th St.
Frederic, WI 54837
715-653-2382
rlhula@yahoo.com

How to learn Patience

Walk and Talk: Walking Together with Scripture from the Church Health Center is a devotional book
that you can carry with you while you walk. If you walk with others, you could have a group
discussion!
Scripture:
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus- Philippians 2:25
Thoughts:
Jesus was patient with his followers. Even when the disciples did not get what he told them he tried
again and again. He was forgiving and patient. We can learn to be patient with ourselves, just as
Jesus is patient with us.
Questions:
What does patience mean to you?
When have you lost your patience recently? What was this all about?
How can you be more patient with others?
How can you be more patient with yourself? E.G. Do you get frustrated when you don’t do the life
style changes you agreed to make?
Meditation:
Lord, give us patience. Help us have patience with others. Help us to have patience with our selves
especially when we do not follow through on lifestyle changes we agreed to make. Be with us as we
learn patience. Amen
Spiritual Growth- Jean Kissack
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Program Resource

Membership Nurture and Outreach

Happy Spring and Summer!
Time of reading is here!
As I write this I'm in a thunderstorm in my camper
in Perry Georgia. Just finished a NOMADS
mission project at Dooly Bible Camp near here.
In my “off” time I have been reading books on my
Kindle. I'll highlight a couple of them for your
review.

Since this position is new to me, I have been
looking over material passed on to me from Rita
Stearns. By the way, much thanks and
appreciation for the wonderful work you did these
past years when you were the MNO Coordinator.
These past three months I have been busy
completing the Census Survey which is now all
online to the National Office in New York. Rita got
me started on January 29th and since then Maria
Rodriguez has been most helpful. We made
100%. Two units sent directly, but next year I’d
like them sent to me so that we can see our
statistics for our district in our annual meeting
report.

I have been getting my digital “response”
Magazine. I can even read it on my phone but I
prefer seeing it on the laptop. I think it has the
same information as the paper version.
I've enjoyed the class textbook and DVD for
Mission u about “ Missionary Conferences of the
U.M.C. In the U.S. “.. . This should be an
interesting class to take this summer at the Mead
It is sad to see our total number of units declining:
Hotel in Wisconsin Rapids. Even if you can't join
me at Mission u please read the text book. I have 62 in 2009
been to all three areas and hope to tell you all
58 in 2013
about them.
53 in 2014
Read “Snake Oil” on our reading list. It's about the
46 in 2016
oil industry and especially about fracking. I really
did not know about the fuel industry and it's effect As I talk with units, I hear that everyone is getting
on our pocket books and the earth. WOW
older and how can we get the younger ones—
interesting!
they are so busy. Then there is PRIORITY!! Keep
Read “Not Safe for Church”. This book has some encouraging, praying and BEING THAT
excellent ideas for a church (like mine) that is
EXAMPLE!!!
struggling with attendance and finances. It
emphasizes listening to each other –all ages and
Your MNO Coordinator
listening to the needs in your community.
Barbara Bender
Keep reading and don't forget to keep track of
your reading. Share the books you read with
others and keep smiling! Hope to also see you at
“Let kindness be the flower of your
Mission-u!
missionbillie@gmail.com
715 939 0118
Billie LaBumbard
Secretary of Program Resources
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heart and fragrance of your mind.
Let it fill the world with peace, joy
and the fragrance of kindness.”
Debasish Mridha “

Social Action

Mission Trip to Harbor House
in Superior on Wednesday June 28th

In Leonardo Boff’s book, Toward an EcoSpirituality, I was struck by the title of the fifth
chapter. It is titled, “Building a Home for All
People.” The emphasis is that our primary
concern would be directed above all toward life,
humanity and the living Earth rather than toward
unlimited progress and accumulation of goods.

At our Annual Fall Gathering in Turtle Lake last
fall, we had over 20 women indicate that they
were interested in having the District Team try and
put together a Work Day Mission Trip to Harbor
House.

The plans have been worked out and Harbor
Our collective focus would be life over money, the House is excited about our interest in visiting their
facilities.
collective well-being over individual profits, and
cooperation over competition. This resonated
So here are the plans: Everyone will be
with my heart due to our common UMW social
responsible for getting to Superior on their own
action emphases of both homelessness and
climate justice. When we consider climate justice the day of the event. There will not be a bus
picking everyone up along the way. We will do
we are working towards providing a sustainable
our best to arrange for carpooling from a variety of
“home” for all of life.
areas throughout the district. If you are planning
As Spring begins to touch our lives again, I invite to go, have a van or larger vehicle and are willing
to drive ~ let us know. Encourage a group from
you to make a list of the natural wonders of
your own church to plan on going for the day and
creation around you, and ponder what additional
step you could take to work towards making earth ride together.
“a sustainable home” for all.
We will meet in Superior around 9:00 am. In the
morning we will tour the facilities. Barb CertaA wonderful opportunity for all of our units is to
Werner indicated to save time, she could arrange
participate in our Harbor House Day. This will
lunch for us (each one will pay for their own lunch,
take place on Wednesday, June 28, 2017, from
9am to 4pm in Superior, WI. This will be a time to she will make it available to us.) These
arrangements have not been finalized, but they
be hands on mission not far from home. Please
will be worked out.
note the information provided in the Weaver. I
hope you can join us!
After lunch we will help with a work project.
Laura Ida,
Taking cake of the kits from Annual Conference,
sorting things that accumulate in the garages,
Social Action Coordinator
work with some of the children if they are around
faithwalkerlee@yahoo.com
in the afternoon, reading, playing games, etc.
612-801-6284
There should be a variety of things to do to help
the staff at Harbor House.
Gratitude
I never allow

We will head home about 4:00 pm.

a day to go by

There was a sign-up sheet at Spring Day of
Enrichment and we will contact those who
indicated an interest last fall. If you are reading
this in the WEAVER and was not able to attend
Spring Day of Enrichment, please contact me at
the number below.

without praising God
for the earth, sea and sky –
without being awed
by His wonders divine –
without being thankful

For questions about this event please contact:
Terry Giles
715 463-2400
gilesmt@grantsburgtelcom.net

for each blessing that's mine.

~consider the wondrous works of God~
Job 37:14
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Harbor House Crisis Shelters (HHCS)
Founded by the Rev. Barb Certa-Werner, Harbor House Crisis Shelters (HHCS)
has been a ministry of Faith United Methodist Church since 2001. From its
founding, it has served the homeless single women and families of Superior and
has continued to live out its mission. Its mission is to provide hospitable shelter,
transitional living, and services for homeless women and families. Our goal is to
assist our guests in attaining services and housing.
Harbor House’s Services
Harbor House Crisis Shelters provide emergency shelter for thirty (30) days. Each family will have
their own secure room. Single women will be in a dormitory-style room with an available secure
locker space.
Bedding, toiletries, diapers, towels, clothing and non-perishable foods are available.
Case Worker Goals (priority determined through assessment)
1.Increase income via financial assistance, employment, child support, etc.
2.Budgeting process, even if there is little to no income. Budgeting is a needed skill.
3.Housing Counseling includes credit problems, evictions, and finding a place.
4.Mental Health/AODA/Physical Disabilities assessment referrals.
5.Referrals to other housing programs.
6.Nutrition and parenting education.
7.Prevention of further incidence of homelessness.
Transitional Living Center
Transitional Living Center is an extension of Harbor House Crisis Shelters, emergency homeless
shelters for single women and families in Superior, Wisconsin. The Transitional Living Program,
located in Superior, Wisconsin, is for homeless families that need more extensive assistance in
attaining permanent housing. The Transitional Living Program offers affordable housing while
education, advocacy and empowerment are provided through case management.
Harbor House Crisis Shelters’ expertise and vast experience have led to the development of case
management that addresses barriers to attaining permanent housing that homeless families and
single women face. These barriers include:
1.poor credit;
2.prior eviction/poor rental history;
3.unpaid fines;
4.mental illness/disability; and
5.lack of education/employment.
While these barriers seem daunting, these can be addressed given the needed time, expertise and
resources for these families and single women. Harbor House Crisis Shelters’ Transitional Living
Program addresses these barriers through weekly case meetings, weekly educational resident
meetings, accountability, and support for the families and single women.
Weekly meetings help with accountability, direction, and further goal setting. These meetings also
are utilized for community referrals and additional resources.
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homes and bodies of the plaque victims. They
would take clothes, jewelry, pots and pans, and
then barter or trade them for food and money.
They believed they wouldn't get sick if they rubbed
vinegar, oils, and certain spices all over their
bodies.
They were able to set up a very lucrative pawn
business. Until the King found out…
When the King heard about the story of the
thieves he wanted to know their secret recipe.
He sent his Constables out to capture them. Four
of the thieves were caught and brought before the
King. He gave them a choice to either share their
secret formula of "immunity" or be burned at the
stake. The four thieves decided to share their
secret formula with the King.
The King immediately posted the thieves secret
formula all over the town.
Hence the story of the four thieves.
Submitted by Jean Kissack

2017

Help Boost your Immune System
with
Four Thieves Immunity Blend

A natural remedy to fight off those nasty colds,
June 3 – Team Meeting at Prairie Farm UMC
coughs and sneezing going around.
June 28 – Mission Trip to Harbor House
- Eucalyptus
July 10 – WEAVER articles due
- Rosemary
July 24-27 Mission u 4-Day School Hotel Mead
- Cinnamon Bark
and Conference Center Wisconsin Rapids WI
- Lemon
July 28 Mission u Overview Day Hotel Mead and
Conference Center Wisconsin Rapids WI
Put a couple of drops of these natural herbs in a
nasal spray and inhale when around sick people. August 5 – Team Meeting at Barron UMC
For more information on this Immunity blend you September 16 – Annual Gathering at Barron
can go on-line and Google Four Thieves Immunity UMC
October 19-20 Conference Annual Gathering
Blend. You can purchase the ingredients and
Waukesha First UMC, Waukesha WI
nasal spray at either a Health store or on-line.
December 2 – District Team Luncheon at TBA
The Historical Story of the Four Thieves
The thieves were actually spice traders and
merchants who imported spices, including
cinnamon and clove from India. When the Black
Plague hit, all international shipping and trade was
closed down. Unable to do business, these spice
traders quickly ran out of money and had to find a
way to support themselves.
Since people in the communities were afraid to
touch the dead bodies, they decided to loot the
15

pstrandberg1367@charter.net

May 2017 WEAVER

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEAVER ON-LINE, at no cost, please
e-mail the address below and indicate that you wish to start receiving
the WEAVER by e-mail.

_____________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE______ZIP___________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

NAME _______________________________ UMW UNIT___________

Please print and include with donation:

Marion Strandberg, WEAVER editor
1101 Weather Ridge Rd.
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715/497-5317

All unit Presidents, Vice-presidents, Treasurers and Secretaries will
receive the WEAVER at no cost. Any other Unit officers or members
who wish to receive the WEAVER may subscribe to it by sending a
donation of $3.00 (3 issues a year) along with your name and address
to the address below. Please make checks payable to the North
West District UMW.
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Methodist Women of Wisconsin. Feel free to reproduce these
materials.
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