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THE PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.
___________________________________________________________________________

President Liz
Humility…… This is a lot different than managing a team of Human Resource personnel. I am uncomfortable
in many respects. I can’t demand a thing……….. I know I won’t need to because the team we have is an
incredible group of women. And YOU can count on them—shouldn’t be a surprise to you! However, you and I
know that we are losing members and, in some respects, it is because we are aging. But you and we have a
GOAL! Make these losses stop! How do we do that?
Our country is in crisis! But, we SHOULD NOT BE! Our churches, are, in many cases, in crisis! Why? I
have a theory………. In 1776 this country and in 1869 several women in Boston, respected diversity – diversity
of goals and diversity of beliefs. Each knew that they came here because they were seeking to be free to be
their own person. Free to start a business, free to vote for whom they felt most qualified, free to protect, free to
hope, to help those in need wherever they were. Once vote cast and determined, move on to the next time they
cast a vote. Now, we object to the result and we fight it tooth and nail without making progress on the needs of
those we serve. Now, do we really want everyone to be the SAME as we are? So, let’s cast that attitude aside
and make progress on the needs of those WE serve.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN want to provide support and help wherever women and children are
considered less than God made them to be. Now we can even provide a small loan to a mother in a faraway
place so that she can make sure her family is able to survive so long as SHE can imagine. Imagine that! Our
goals still need to be the same; our goals still can be the lifeblood for women and children across the globe and
nearby.
Our team wants to serve you but we can only do that if we know the things that will best support your efforts.
And so, our meeting this past week focused on how can we better reach out to give you the tools to encourage
others to join in the efforts you have struggled so long to provide. Those are the needs you know need to be
met not only in your community, but in places you and your neighbors know little about. We know we can’t
continue to lose units. But we also know that we are not drawing in our younger generations as we used to. So,
let’s work to help each other.
We have an objective……….. to come to you and provide support and help to meet the needs in your local
units. So, invite me and your Sister from the list provided. Let’s look at the purpose we have as United
Methodist Women:
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Liz Dempsey
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From the Treasurer's Desk

2020!!
Here we are heading into a new decade.
Last year was good in many ways.
Our district made a great contribution to the Legacy Fund with our spring legacy celebration
($5113.00), 51 Special Mission Recognition pins were given, and 20 units made the 5-Star Award.
Remember your giving to: pledge to mission, special mission recognitions, gift to mission, gift in memory
and world thank offering are what are needed to achieve the 5-Star award. These 5 items are also the only
ones that count toward our district’s pledge to conference.
We fell short of our conference pledge in 2019, giving only 83.8%. Our district team realizes the impact that
losing individuals and units has had on this. We lowered our district conference pledge for this year to $45,000.
Let’s try to meet this for 2020.
If I can be of any assistance please contact me. Continue to keep mission as your unit’s emphasis and give as
you can. Have a great 2020!!
Annette Pederson

Education and Interpretation
I have requested that we publish the Mission Task list in this newsletter. (Our Mission Task Awards will be
given out in our April meeting and published in the May issue.) Many units do not have an E&I Coordinator.
And I understand how difficult it is to get volunteers for positions as our units get smaller. It doesn’t take an
E&I Coordinator to have your small or large officer team examine the goals.
However, please stress in your unit that these goals are a major part of why United Methodist Women have
been so successful over the decades. When each unit uses them as a guidepost for “what do we want to
accomplish this year”, we are more successful. As we visit many of our smaller units, it is exciting to see just
how amazingly successful each is and can be. It is because each has kept their eyes on the GOALS. Those
goals include working together on projects that provide help to women and children throughout our own
regions as well as those on the other side of the continent.
Our goals are important! They cover not only focusing on projects but they also focus on learning. Now, I
suppose I should have learned all I need to know by this time in my lifetime! But, amazingly, I find out that I
was so focused in those old days on accomplishing my company’s goals that I too often didn’t read a newspaper
and because I wasn’t in locations where there was a UMW, I had no idea how women and children were treated
in many other parts of the world. Add to that the fact that UMW goals include learning the expectations Jesus
has of us, our goals cover a wide variation of LEARNING.
The program book is a great help in covering each of those goal areas. So, take advantage of those things
available to us. The Program Book is made available at a very low cost and the Prayer Calendar is an amazing
supplement with daily scripture readings as well as daily information about women and children in other parts
of the world. Try them, YOU’LL LOVE THEM! Let’s preserve the legacy.
Liz Dempsey
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Program Resources

Greetings from your new Program Resources coordinator. My name is Cheryl (Cheri) Bingham and I am a
member of the Holcombe UMC/UMW. I am a transplant to the North West District but a lifelong United
Methodist. I love to read & when asked to take this position, I agreed given my love for books. I am looking
forward to working with each of my UMW sisters in the district, and also to being a part of the district leadership team.
I know many of you are already taking part in the UMW Reading Program. I hope that if you are not currently
participating that you will consider joining those who are. The books chosen are excellent and allow us to explore many different subjects. Books from the 2015 UMW reading list through the 2020 list are accepted for
credit this year. There are different levels to choose from, based on the number of books read from each category, along with regular reading of the Response magazine. There are 5 categories of books to choose from:
Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual
Growth. Books are available from local libraries, inter-library loan, Amazon and many bookstores, and maybe
even from your local UMW unit. Booklists are available on the UMW website, along with more information
about the program. Share your thoughts about the books you read with others in your group. Encourage each
other to continue reading and working toward completion of one of the reading levels to earn your certificate! Happy reading!!
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” Joseph Addison
Please contact me if you have questions or need help with the Reading Program.
Cheryl Bingham

Note from The Secretary
As your new secretary, I urge you to keep the records, keep your women informed what
the goals are for this 2020 year for Missions!!
EACH woman is important and has some way of sharing the good news of what United Methodist Women DO
for others through the Mission work!! What a great opportunity we have as UMW .. Making Mission Happen!!
GO and DO ………be the light that shines for God and the people around you and beyond!!
God Bless,
Bev Maser
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Social Action
New Year’s Blessings to all of you! I hope that you will join me in uniting our voices, prayers and faith in Social Action
during 2020!
Please consider attending our Mission Action Day on April 4th, at St. Paul’s UMC in Green Bay. The themes for the day
are Racial Inequality and the School to Prison Pipeline. For Packer fans, you could combine a visit to this Packer
homeland with this important learning opportunity! Please see more information about registration for this event included
in this issue of the Weaver.
I hope Pushout by Monique Morris is on your reading list for 2020, or perhaps you have already read it. Pushout is a
bonus book selection in our United Methodist Women’s Reading Program (2018 Reading list). Pushout will also be one
of the texts for our 2020 Mission u classes. This book shows how even with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and despair,
black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity into their lives and challenges us to do the same. I will plan to
have copies of Pushout at a reduced price at our Spring Enrichment Day at the Cokesbury table.
This book has also been made into a documentary film of the same title. I invite you to watch the four minute trailer at
youtube.com. Just search for Pushout Trailer. You can also find information about organizing a screening of the
documentary film.

Yours in walking the faith,
Laura Ida

Membership Nurture and Outreach
Welcome to 2020! At least we are having milder weather than one year ago. January 1 st means we have from
now to March 30th to submit our 2019 Census. If you recall, last year was the first year that all census information needed to be sent on online. This year is the same only that we have only 18 questions and they are
not as detailed as last year. The instructions are the same as last year. So, I’m not sending out both of them, as
I did last year. You can view all of that by going to the website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/cencus2019.
When you have completed, will you send me your numbers so I will have them for my district report? Anyone
in your unit who has a computer can do this; it doesn’t necessarily mean the president has to do it, but she
may be the likely one.
For those of you who do not have a computer, I would be more than willing to send it in for you, if you give
me your numbers: number of members January 1, 2019, members gained, members lost, and members as of
December 31, 2019. I would also need your church name and address.
Call me. My phone number is 715-455-1471. I would like this completed by March 10th.
The goal is 100%. Last year we had 86%--44 units, but only 38 reported. Total reporting for WI was 83% with
the total membership count of 4,770 members. In 2017 the North West District had 100%--44 units and 44
reporting.
Continue your GOOD work!! Much mission work is being done.
God’s best to you,
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Barbara Bender

Spiritual Growth
Meditation on Light:
In our UMW program book for January is a new version of Psalm 199 from Nan Merrill: “Yes, Your Word is a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path…when I am filled with fear, I meditate upon your light. I yearn to have
every doubt and fear quelled and transformed: O, heart of all hearts, bless me with your healing light, that I
may be a loving presence. When I meditate upon your light, my heart opens with compassion is how the veil is
lifted, how the soul is filled with truth and light for all life.”
Our district Superintendent Barbara Certa-Werner recently sent out an e-mail reflecting on the current state of
darkness in the world, our nation, our states, our communities and our churches. She finds that the song “I
want to Walk as a Child of the Light” page 206 in our United Methodist Hymnal is uplifting,
She states: ‘I invite you to take time to explore your faith, as the stanza’s of the hymn call us to deepen
our commitment, “I want to follow Jesus;” (stanza 1) “I want to look at Jesus;” (stanza 2) and ” I want
to be with Jesus”(stanza 3). I encourage you to embrace “being” a Child of the Light, to let Jesus’ be
in you and with you as we walk this path of faith. May Jesus shine in our hearts so that others might
see! “

Cheryl Starr recently sent this out on Facebook: “Do not be dismayed by the brokenness in the world. All
things break and all things can be mended. Not with time as they say, but with intention. So, go love
intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. The broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you.” By
L R Knost in a book by Roger Wolsey called Kissing Fish
These three examples have given me new insight into what it means to feel, share and reflect God’s light…
Maybe you will find this meditation helpful:
Light a candle, have a seat in a quiet spot, take some deep breaths and think about ways you can be a child of
the light.

God Bless You,
Jean Kissack
________________________________________________________________________________

MISSION u 2020
June 12 & 13: Good Shephard UMC, 800 Lake Dr., Oconomowoc
(two studies offered – you can choose one)

URBAN CAMPOUT
&
MISSION WORK DAY

1. Pushout
2. Anxiety Study
July 20 & 21: Hotel Mead, 451 E. Grand Av., Wisconsin Rapids
(three studies offered – you can choose one)
1. Pushout
2. Anxiety Study
3. Women United for Change
August 14 & 15: Lake St. UMC, 337 Lake Street, Eau Claire, WI
1. Pushout
2. Anxiety Study
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JUNE 12 & 13
This event is for Jr. High thru
college-aged girls. The campout
will be at Solomon Community
Temple UMC and the work day
will be at Northcott Neighborhood House.
Organizer is Megan Zuba,
youth leader at 1st UMC,
Madison.

Nominations

I was reading the scheduled Biblical scripture this morning from our 2020 Prayer Calendar, January 8th, and was
“pleasantly amazed” how God gives us, through scripture, suggestions for our lives. For me, preparing to write
an article is difficult, especially putting those first few sentences on paper. However, Ephesians 4:7 got me
started…”Christ has given each of us special abilities – whatever he wants us to have out of his rich storehouse
of gifts”, and so…
Dear United Methodist Women, our North West District Mission Team has begun the work of a new year with a
Mission Team that has openings for additional officers. We do not have a full complete slate. Needed to complete
for 2020 are: Vice President, Education and Interpretation Coordinator plus two or three more members
for Committee on Nominations – year 2020 and 2022.
“Back to Ephesians 4:7”, perhaps you have a gift God has given you to consider taking one of these openings.
Please give me a call and discuss with me these possibilities for yourself or a member in your unit who shows an
interest.
Mary Beede

____________________________________________________________________________
WEAVER Editor

Hello from your new Editor of the Weaver.
If you have not notice yet, the layout of the Weaver is a little different, however, the same good information is
there.
I am Chris Draxler, new to the North West District Team and happy to be on the team.

Chris Draxler

2020 NORTH WEST DISTRICT UMW OFFICERS

PRESIDENT (2020-2021)
Liz Dempsey
27596 264th Ave. Holcombe, WI 54745

lizzied23@live.com

715-312-0268

bjmaser@gmail.com

715 271-3465

VICE-PRESIDENT (2019 - 2020) - OPEN
SECRETARY (2020 - 2021)
Bev Maser
3545 Lever St., Eau Claire, WI 54701

TREASURER (2019 – 2020) 1st term
Annette Pederson S11950 Hillview Road, Eleva, WI 5473 annettepederson@centurylink.net 715-770-9322
SPIRITUAL GROWTH (2019-2020) 2nd term
Jean Kissack
1116 Elm Street, Spooner, WI 54801

jeankissack@yahoo.com

SOCIAL ACTION (2019-2020) 2nd term
Laura Ida
853 McDiarmid Dr., Hudson, WI 54016

faithwalkerlee@yahoo.com

715-520-2201
612-801-6284

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR - OPEN
MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH (2019 – 2020) 2nd term
Barbara Bender
328 8 3/4 St., Prairie Farm, WI 54762
obbender@chibardun.net

715 455-1471

PROGRAM RESOURCE SECRETARY (2020-2021)
Cheryl Bingham
19474 234th St., Cornell, WI 54732

cherijeanb@hotmail.com

608 712-7820

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS CHAIR (2020- 2021)
Mary Beede
W6180 Lakeshore Drive, Tony, WI 54563

jimbeede@centurytel.net

715 415-4301

missionbillie@gmail.com

715-939-0118

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS MEMBERS
Class of 2020 -OPEN
Class of 2021 Billie Labumbard
W6578 Lone Ranch Road, Spooner, WI 54801
Class of 2021 Karen Stemeling
28719 303rd Ave., Holcombe, WI 54745-5516
Class of 2022 Mary Beede
W6180 Lakeshore Drive, Tony, WI 54563
Class of 2022 Karen Leichte
N 8207 9970th St., River Falls,WI
Class of 2022 - OPEN
EDITOR
Chris Draxler

2139 Walnut Ridge Dr., Eau Claire, WI 54701

stimeark@centurytel.net

715 595-6464

jimbeede@centurytel.net

715-415-4301

kleigtle@comcast.net

715-425-8541

cldraxler@charter.net

715 225-2983

HISTORIAN (2019-2020) 1st term
Laurie Church
121 W. LaSalle Ave., Barron, WI 54812
NORTH WEST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT - Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner
1511 16th St., Superior, WI 54880
bcertawerner@wisconsinumc.org
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715-637-3380
715 919-2314

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women

Mission Action Day
Saturday April 4,
2020
St Paul’s United Methodist
Church
341 Wilson Ave, Green
Bay, WI 54303

Theme: Racial inequality and School to Prison Pipeline.
In-gathering Collection: Non-Perishable items
Registration: 9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Sending forth: 2:30 p.m.

Registration is transferrable, not refundable.

2020 MISSION ACTION DAY REGISTRATION FORM
Deadline for Registration: Friday, March 8, 2019- $15 registration fee
Late registration-$18- March 9-16, after March 16- fee remains $18, lunch on your own.

Name
Address
City

State/ZIP Code

District

Church

Phone

Email

Child Care needed for ______________ child(ren), Age(s) ________________
I also understand that I am responsible for providing a sack lunch for each child or paying the registration fee of $15.00 for child in
order to cover their lunch.

Dietary or other considerations
Send form and registration fee to: Janet Brockman, W6943 North Road, Mauston, WI 53948 • 608-847-7558
• brockman7558@frontier.com Make checks payable to: Wisconsin Conference UMW
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UMW
MISSION TODAY
Mission Tasks for 2020
“Preserve the LEGACY”
To become a Mission Today organization, please complete two (2) criteria from each category. Our challenge
is to try at least (1) new criteria during the year. Complete the report form which will be in your September
North West District Conference packet at the Fall Gathering of 2020.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know
God………
F

1.
2.
3.
4.

A
I
T

Plan programs that encourage spiritual growth. (Program Book, response magazine..)
Create prayer partners with other church groups. (Prayer chains, World Day of Prayer)
Pray using the Prayer Calendar at meetings.
Organize the spiritual growth study from Mission u, possibly several evenings/weeks.

H

to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;
H
O
P
E

1. Take advantage of opportunities thru UMW such as Mission u, Spiritual Growth Retreats,
Annual Gatherings, Mission Action Day.
2. Set aside a time to go over the year’s plans using Mission Today Mission Tasks.
3. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice.
4. Present a mission study from Mission u, inviting church members.

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;
L
O
V
E

1. Honor the organization’s leaders and member’s contributions with Special Mission
Recognition pins. Don’t forget community leaders.
2. Encourage everyone to visit or invite visitors to/from other local UMW organizations.
3. Publicize your events using newsletters, bulletin boards, Sunday bulletins, social media,
phone calls, etc.
4. Plan a year-end program to give thanks and celebrate your accomplishments.
5. Celebrate with, visit those unable to attend or in rest homes, etc.
and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

A
C
T
I
O
N

1. Encourage all members to participate in the Pledge for Mission; give reports on where
the money goes.
2. Involve all members in fundraising (think outside the box).
3. Contribute to scholarships related to UMW programs such as Mission u. and seminar experience.
4. Partner with a mission institution such as Northcott, or United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin.
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RICE LAKE FIRST UNITED METHOIDT CHURCH
Spring Day of Enrichment
Saturday, April 25th
Rice Lake United Methodist Church
1221 Wesley Street
Rice Lake, WI 54868

SPOTLIGHTING WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Guest Speaker
Dr. Kathryn Schaus
Pediatrician in Rice Lake & Hayward
Topic of Presentation
Maternal and Child Health
Hands on activities, small group discussion and idea sharing opportunities
centering ALL on Maternal & Child Health

Mission Outreach Offering
Rice Lake Pregnancy Help Center and Lifespring
See page 12 of this WEAVER for more information on these community missions and items that have
been requested to complete Layette Kits for Lifespring Home.
Registration - 8:30am….Singing & Gathering - 9:00am….Program - 9:15am….Sending Forth - 3:00pm
See page 12 of this WEAVER for driving directions to the church

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - REGISTRATION
Registration + meal $15 – no refunds
Registration deadline is April 15th…late registration fee increases to $20
Please attach names of all registrants to this form or copy form for each person. Please print names.
NAME_______________________________________UNIT NAME __________________________
First time at a UMW gathering? _____Dietary Needs: early lunch/ special foods (specify) _____________
Childcare: $3 per child/max $5 per family. Number of children _____Ages __________________
(Please bring a sack lunch for each child)
Registrations and Mission Offering:
Make checks payable to:
North West District UMW (memo: registration or Mission Outreach Offering)
Mail Registrations to:
Chris Draxler
2139 Walnut Ridge Drive
Eau Claire, WI 54701
715 225-2983

Mail Mission Outreach Offerings to:
Annette Pederson
S11950 Hillview Road
Eleva, WI 54738
715-878-4203 Cell 715-770-9322
OR bring check to Spring Day of Enrichment

DIRECTIONS TO RICE LAKE FIRST UMC
1221 Wesley Street
Driving Directions #1
If you are coming north or south on Highway 53, you will want to exit on exit #143 to Rice Lake, which would
be to your EAST.
After getting off the highway, the road is called 21st Av which then turns into Knapp Street.
Continue on Knapp, take a RIGHT on Wisconsin Av,
then a RIGHT on Augusta,
take a LEFT on Hilltop Drive and First United Methodist Church is on your RIGHT.

Driving Directions #2
If you are coming east or west on Highway 48, you will want to drive into Rice Lake, staying on Highway 48 looking for
Wisconsin Av.
You will want to turn SOUTH onto Wisconsin Av,
Then take a RIGHT on Augusta,
Take a LEFT on Hilltop Drive and then First United Methodist Church will be on your RIGHT,

• RICE LAKE PREGNANCY HELP CENTER - PHC, Rice Lake……….
The PHC strives to empower women with the tools and education they need to make informed
decisions about their pregnancy and their child’s life. All services provided at the PHC are free and
confidential. Services provided include: STI testing, pregnancy testing, obstetrical ultrasounds,
counseling, SMART Parenting classes, community referrals and abstinence education.
• LIFESPRING HOME, Rice Lake…… is affiliated with the Pregnancy Help Center.
Lifespring Home is an intentional living community designed to help single mothers and their children
become safe, successful families.
• We will be assembling Layette Kits for Lifespring Home. The following items are needed to
complete a Layette Kit…….
Newborn diapers
Baby wipes
Newborn outfits
Body lotion
Newborn sleepers
Baby wash/shampoo
Please bring any of the above items and we will assembly as many kits as possible.
Monetary donations will also be accepted.

Our Guest Speaker
Dr. Kathryn Schaus
Dr Kathryn Schaus has been a pediatrician for more than 29 years in Wisconsin. Presently she
serves at the Hayward/Rice Lake Centers. Her passion is children and seeks to stay connected with
the family unit, which is vital to fulfill her mission.
Kathryn earned her degree at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health –
Madison, Wisconsin.
It is comforting for her to know, that as a primary care provider, advanced specialty care is available
when needed.
Kathryn and her husband have three grown children of their own, who she credited with making her a
better pediatrician.
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North West District UMW
CALENDAR
March 21 Team Meeting at Rice Lake
April 4 – Mission Action Day in Green Bay
April 24 – Team Meeting at Rice Lake
April 25 – Spring Day of Enrichment at Rice Lake
June 6 – Team Meeting at Spooner
June 12 and 13 – Mission u at Good Shepherd Church – Oconomowoc
July 20 and 21-Mission u at the Mead in Wisconsin Rapids
August 8 – Team Meeting in Holcombe
August 14 and 15 Mission u at Eau Claire Lake Street
September 18 - Team Meeting in Holcombe
September 19 – Fall Gathering at Holcombe UMC
October 16-17 – Conference Fall Gathering
Team Meeting runs from 9:30am to approx. 3pm
_____________________________________________________________________________
District Officer Sister Unit List – 2020
with District Members List below
Annette Pederson - Augusta
Barbara Bender - Boyceville, Clear Lake, Cumberland, Downing, Glenwood City
Bev Maser - (District Members- Chetek, Chippewa Falls Zion, Pepin)
Mary Beede - Barron, Jim Falls, Spooner, Webster
Laurie Church - Balsam Lake, Birchwood, Rice Lake, Prairie Farm, (District Members- Menominee,
Wheeler)
Liz Dempsey – Ashland, Bruce, Colfax, Knapp, Whitehall, {District Members- Montana, Thorp}
Laura Ida - Glenwood City, New Richmond, Osceola, Plum City/Ono, Rock Elm,
Jean Kissack - Canton, Exeland, Lewis, Siren, Turtle Lake
Cheryl Bingham - New Auburn, Bloomer, Cadott, Eau Claire Lake Street
Billie La Bumbard - Grantsburg, New Centerville (visit in May), Superior, (District Member - Hudson)
Chris Draxler - Chippewa Falls, Holcombe, Mondovi, Pleasant Valley, River Falls
District Members: Chetek, Chippewa Falls Zion, Hudson, Menomonie, Montana, Pepin, Thorp,
Wheeler
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Trinity United Methodist Church
201 W. Central St.
Chippewa Fall, WI 54729
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