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Jeremiah 29:11   

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm,  

to give you a future with hope. 
 

Hello Wonderful United Methodist Women (UMW) of Wisconsin’s 

South West District!  Welcome to 2022 and UMW happenings in this 

cold, winter season.  Having a new District President is only one of 

the changes all of us will be experiencing this year in UMW and the 

United Methodist 

Church.  Changes 

are underway and 

possibly will continue 

for years to come.   

Let me introduce myself.  My name is Sue Plasterer and I’ve been 

active in UMW for many, many years.  I have held several unit, dis-

trict and conference offices.  I was the Membership Nurture and Out-

reach Coordinator (MNO) for the Capital District when we joined with 

the Coulee District and became the South West District.  I was Vice 

President of the Capital District before that.  I am a member of the 

Wellspring United Methodist Church in Madison where I serve on the 

leadership team.  At the end of December I completed four years as 

Conference MNO.  The constant through all these years has been 

change.   

Along with my involvement in UMW my husband Keith and I have 

been married 58 years and have lived in Madison for 42 years.  We 

are retired state employees.  We raised three sons-- all graduates of 

the UW-Madison as am I.  Our sons are married and live with their 

families in the Midwest and the Boston area.  We have 8 grandchil-

dren (4 boys & 4 girls) ranging in age from 7-26.  I returned to the 

University as a non traditional student with the help of Mable Heil 

scholarships, Wesley Foundation scholarships and a UW Madison-

La Follette School Fellowship.  I am very grateful for the support of 

my husband and family during my return to school.  I am also very 

grateful to United Methodist Women and our UM Church who also 

helped finance my college education.  With my education I was able 

to help finance our sons’ educations.  Using my education and skills 

I continue to give back to UMW and the UMC.  The constant through 

all these years has been change.   
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Treasurer’s Note 

UMW Treasurers, 

I am very thankful for the persistence of units in fundraising and giving in 2021. If you and 

your unit has struggled this past year, you are not alone. Giving has been down significantly 

in 2021 and we raised only 55% of our pledge. Even with this down turn in the total amount 

given, we have increased the number of 5-star units to 8 as local units have found creative 

ways to access all 5-channels of giving during the year. Even though our own district did 

not make our pledge, low expenditures by all the districts and conference means that our 

Conference was still able to meet its pledge to National in 2021. This is a significant 

achievement as we have long struggled to right-size our pledge as a Conference. Mission 

money has been able to flow to our mission projects, many of which are on the front-lines of 

the COVID pandemic. I have sent out year-end reports to units who gave in 2021 for your 

records as well as new forms and updates to all unit treasurers. 

I am now your official treasurer for 2022 so please send checks along with the remittance 

forms to my address in order for your money to be processed in a timely manner. Please 

make checks out to South West District UMW (not to me or to my office). Although I do 

not believe that local treasurers are in the habit of sending copies of their yearly audit/

review to the district treasurer as well as the local president, I hope that you are being con-

tentious and accountable to best practices by going through this process on a yearly basis. 

We are entrusted with money and it is important to make sure your records are accurate 

and all transactions are accounted for properly. It is also good practice to send notice for 

tax filling to anyone who gave more than $250 to your unit in a year (this has become less 

important since fewer people itemize their deductions these days, but is still a good idea). 

As I noted in my letter to local treasurers, certificates are no longer printed with the Special 

Mission Recognition pins. Feel free to invent and customize certificates from your unit as 

you award these pins. I also noted that the purchase of Gift in Memory cards has changed. 

The new Gift in Memory cards no longer have inner tear off receipts. Instead, these cards 

are purchased upfront as you order them for $5/each (or you may pay more if you wish to 

honor someone with a larger amount) the same way Gift to Mission cards have been han-

dled previously. If you need either Gift in Memory or Gift to Mission cards, fill out the card 

order form and send it to me and I will either send you ones I have or I will order them for 

you.  I look forward to celebrating your mission giving and support in 2022.  

Yours in Christ,   

Laura Pfeffer 

District Treasurer 

608-592-5228(H) pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 

W10132 Koltes Rd, Lodi, WI 53555  608-698-7508(C) 

Checks payable to: South West District UMW  
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The UMW South West District Day of Enrichment was held at Viola United Methodist Church on 

November 13th. Our theme was Mission Giving: Turning Faith, Hope, and Love into Action. Our 

keynote speaker was Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores of Viroqua UMC. She delivered a very power-

ful keynote about her journey as a Methodist pastor and her experiences as an immigrant from 

Mexico.  

 

 

 

 

The day also included the “Women in Strength” litany from the UMW 2020 Program Book, music 

videos from YouTube, unit sharing, an update on Northcott, Reading Program reports, and Com-

munion led by Pastor Erika. We were served a delicious lunch by Viola UMW.  

A PowerPoint presentation is available on YouTube, along with a playlist of the music videos from 

the event. Presentations from our District Annual Gathering are also posted there. Many of the 

participants in these events requested copies of the Leadership Skit and other materials from both 

events. Please contact Eileen Bennett if you would like materials mailed or emailed to you.  

 

The link to our YouTube channel is here:  

https://youtube.com/channel/UCCgDIgSToqcpjYQw39L0lHQ 

920-623-4659 bennettpesl@charter.net 

eileenb0714@gmail.com 

332 W. Prairie Street Columbus, WI 53925 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCCgDIgSToqcpjYQw39L0lHQ
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Thank you to all units who have submitted Mission Today reports for 2021. If you have not 

yet had a chance to submit your report, I will still be accepting those. Due to the pandemic 

and the difficulties with meeting in person, we will only require one criterium from each cat-

egory or a total of four criteria to qualify as a Mission Today unit. (This will also be the case 

with 2022.) 

I would like to again remind everyone that we are still in need of a South West District E & I 

Coordinator. I hope some of you will consider serving as a district officer. I was initially a 

little nervous about accepting the invitation to serve as an officer because I wasn’t sure I 

was “qualified.” I quickly discovered that I had great mentors and teachers on the district 

team, and the experience has been a real blessing in my life. Even though we are meeting 

virtually right now, we are in great need of new team members, and we would love to have 

you join us! Please contact our District Nominations team if you need more information on 

our current open offices.  

Thank you! Submitted by Eileen Bennett 

Please contact the Chair of Nominations if you would like to know more about this position. 

 Martha Boyer 608-574-5236 marta@mhtc.net 

4638 Co. Rd. Z   Dodgeville, WI   53533 

LODI UMW NEWS 

Thank you to Martha Boyer for be-

ing our speaker for our Lodi UMW 

Sunday.   

She spoke on the Legacy of her 
Mother.   

Martha, we appreciate all the work 
you do for our UMW of the WI 
Conference. 

UMW Sunday Thank You 

Martha Boyer at Lodi UMC 

(President of WI Conf. UMW 2021) 
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UMW Southwest District 

Mission Today Local Unit Report Form 

Year: _________________ 

  United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God 

F 

A 

I 
T 

H 

1. Plan programs that encourage spiritual growth. (Program book, response   magazine, etc.) 

2. Create prayer partners with other church groups. 

3. Pray using the Prayer Calendar at meetings. 

4. Organize the spiritual growth study from Mission u, possibly several evenings/ weeks. 

  
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

H 

O 

P 

E 

1. Take advantage of opportunities thru UMW such as Mission u, Spiritual Growth Retreats, 
Annual Gatherings, Mission Action Day. 

2. Set aside a time to go over the year’s plans using Mission Today Mission Tasks. 

3. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice program. 

4. Present a mission study from Mission u, inviting church members. Host a church-wide dis-
cussion of United Methodist initiatives and programs such as the Way Forward. 

  
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 

L 

O 

V 

E 

1. Honor the organization’s leaders and member’s contributions with Special Mission Recogni-
tion pins. Don’t forget community leaders. 

2. Encourage everyone to visit or invite visitors to/from other local UMW organizations.  

3. Publicize your events using newsletters, bulletin boards, Sunday bulletins, social media, 
phone calls, etc. 

4. Plan a year end program to give thanks and celebrate your accomplishments. 

I 
N 

  
A 

C 

T 

I 
O 

N 

and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

1. Encourage all members to participate in the Pledge for Mission; give reports on where the 
money goes. 

2. Involve all members in fundraising (think creatively). 

3. Contribute to scholarships (UMW related) and Mission u. ($25.00 or more). 

4. Partner with a mission institution such as Northcott, or Wisconsin Conference supported 
Harbor House, United Methodist Children's Services of Wisconsin, etc. 
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To become a Mission Today organization, please complete one task from each category.  
Please let us know if you have tried any new criteria this year. Any criteria that are not cur-
rently listed but would fit in one of the categories can be included in the unit reports. 

 
Presidents of All Local Units, please complete the form below even though you may not qualify as 

a Mission Today unit. Refer any Questions to your District Team. Return this form by Feb 1st to 

your District Education and Interpretation Coordinator. 

 

rt 
any new criteria tried this year: 
Report any new criteria tried this year and comments:  

Name of Church:       

Your Name:       

Your Address:       

        

Home phone:   Cell Phone:   

Email:       

Criteria Completed (Circle the numbers completed) 

*Any criteria that are not currently listed but would fit in one of the categories can be included 
in the unit reports. 

  
Faith 1    2    3    4 Hope 1    2    3    4 

Love 1    2    3    4 In Action 1    2    3    4 

  

Send to: Eileen Bennett, 332 W. Prairie St., Columbus, WI 53925 

Email:  bennettpesl@charter.net  
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Reading Program ( Program Resources training 1/18/2022) 

Yes, Program Resources does exist.  

Emily Jones is now the Reading Program Specialist—EJones@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 

These items are used for the reading program: 

• Books 2015-2022 are all good to use for the Reading Program. 

• Faithtalks 2,  

• Response Magazine,  

• Movies: Just Mercy, The hate U Give, and Pushout.  

I did find out in the Group time [during the National Training that Pat participated in.]  that “Thrift 

Books” is a cheaper source for buying books.  

A big majority of the UMW did book clubs for their reading programs. They said it was more fun to 

share the experience. Each Conference is to set the date for the Reading Program Cut-Off. 

Watch for coming info on this and almost everything in UMW. 

For instance, the Sampler was not given as an option this year. It will contain the Program, Daily 

Prayer Guide, and the study which in the future will only be one book. It will combine Mission and 

Spiritual Growth. 

Andrew Cheu  office 1-332-240-2823  acheu@unitedmethodistwomen.org  He is the go-to 

guy to find what you are looking for on the webpage.  

Tara Barnes  RESPONSE Magazine - tbarnes@unitedmethodistwomen.org 

Contact Tara for putting in articles and pictures. 

Yes, Response is being published in hard copy and digital. They do not send out renewal notices 

so you must be responsible to contact the at the following. 

Most Pamphlets and forms can be found at: unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads 

There will be more to follow in upcoming Mission Matters. 

Respectfully submitted by Pat Gallus  

 

Subscribe by Mail 

Response: Magazine with a Mission 

PO Box 395 

Congers, NY 10920-0395 

Subscribe by phone 

1-877-881-2385  

(toll-free) 

Subscribe by Fax 

1-845-267-3478 
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SOUTH WEST DISTRICT SISTER UNITS - 2022 

  UNIT       UNIT   

A Arlington Kay Putman  M Madison-Bashford Judy Loveless 

 Avoca Carol Lange   Madison-Bethany Kay Putman 

B 
Baraboo- Emanu-
el 

Pat Gallus   Madison-First Laura Pfeffer 

 Baraboo- First Pat Gallus   
Madison-Sherman 
Ave. 

Marge Lyford 

 Benton Karen Mayeshiba   
Madison-
Wellspring 

Marge Lyford 

 
Boaz 

  
Mazomanie-
Midland 

Sue Plasterer 
Carol Lange 

   Merrimac Eileen Bennett 

 Brodhead Judy Loveless   Monona Mary Lainberger 

C Cobb Charlene Mingst   Montfort Charlene Mingst 

 Columbus Cindy Morse  N North Windsor Cindy Morse 

 Cuba City Sue Plasterer  P Platteville Sue Plasterer 

D Darlington Karen Mayeshiba   Portage Eileen Bennett 

 Davis Corners Kay Putman   Prairie du Chein Judy Loveless 

 Dells-Delton Kay Putman  R Ridgeway- Grace Laura Pfeffer 

 Dodgeville Laura Pfeffer  S Sandusky Martha Boyer 

F Fayette Kay Putman   Soldiers Grove Carol Lange 

 Fennimore Carol Lange   Stitzer Karen Mayeshiba 

L LaFarge Carol Lange   Stoughton Cindy Morse 

 Lancaster Sue Plasterer  V Viola Eileen Bennett 

 Liberty Pole Charlene Mingst   Viroqua Eileen Bennett 

 Linden Charlene Mingst  W 
Waunakee-
Crossroads 

Kay Putman 

 Livingston Charlene Mingst   Whig Karen Mayeshiba 

 Lodi Eileen Bennett   Willow Valley Karen Mayeshiba 
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On Saturday, January 15th our SW District Leadership Team had our first meeting as your 2022 

leaders.  We were asked to introduce ourselves with one or two words or perhaps a phrase to de-

scribe what we felt about the coming year.  The words just tumbled out-- excited, joyful, challeng-

ing, hopeful, anxious, stressed, looking forward and many more.  As I listened I heard an “anxious 

hopefulness.”   

Working our way through our agenda I experienced a willingness to work together and heard many 

expressions of joy in these changing times.  In reflecting on our morning together on Zoom, I found 

I had fun and even enjoyed myself.  We hope to have our next Team meeting in person so we can 

hug, sing and be joyful together.   

All of this brings me back to the Bible verse that be-

gins my article of introduction.  In all that comes, God 

has a plan for us.  It is not one of harm but one which 

provides us a future of hope.  It is for us to discern 

what that plan will be as we all work together.  Rejoice with each morning.   

Looking forward to putting faith, hope and love into action with ALL of you! 

Sue Plasterer 

South West District President 

 

 

Links to the response articles about plans for UMW and the UMC are below. 

Harriett Jane Olson 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/responsively-yours-build-a-movement 

 

Tara Barnes 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/be-brave-and-don%E2%80%99t-lose-heart-the-state

-of-the-united-methodist-church 

(Presidents Message Continued from Page 1) 

response: Jan./Feb. 2022 

Responsively Yours: Build a Movement 
      by Harriett Jane Olson 

(608)274-0275 seplasterer@charter.net 

6313 Winstone Dr. Madison, WI 53711 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

Thank you everyone for your good work. All but 3 units reported to National in 2021. What a great 

job. 

Now to 2022. Please find the list of your Sisters in this issue of Mission Matters. Some of your units 

have the same familiar face or voice. For the rest, feel free to introduce yourselves by a call or e-

mail. Find your sister’s contact information in the officer list in your 2022 South West District Year-

book.  

Save the sister unit list from this newsletter and put it in your own UMW yearbook. Don’t forget to 

give us a shout if you have questions or just to keep us informed. We are interested. 

Keep healthy, stay safe and remember we are serving to 

learn and learning to serve. 

God Bless, Kay Putman, MNO 

215 Water  #205, Lodi, WI   53555 

608-592-2294 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/responsively-yours-build-a-movement
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/be-brave-and-don%E2%80%99t-lose-heart-the-state-of-the-united-methodist-church
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/be-brave-and-don%E2%80%99t-lose-heart-the-state-of-the-united-methodist-church
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                          Advice for a New Year  
 
Following are excerpts from a document found in Old Saint Paul’s  Church in Balti-

more, MD.  It was dated 1692 - 530 years ago!  

 Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may 

be in silence.   

 Speak your truth quietly and clearly, and listen to others, even the dull and 

ignorant; they too have their story.  

 Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune, but do not dis-

tress yourself with imaginings.  

 Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. 

 Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.  

 You are a child of he universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have 

a right to be here.  

 Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be, and 

whatever your labor and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, keep 

peace with your soul.  

 With all it’s sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world!        

Our world may be still beautiful but It seems that currently we are living in troubled 

times. Therefore, I strongly advise you to attend the District Spiritual Growth Re-

treat on April 2nd.  I’m pleased to have Rev. Marianne Cotter as our leader.  She 

will  teach us approaches to living through uncertain times with confidence and 

faith.  Please see information on the retreat elsewhere in this newsletter.    

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Marge Lyford, South West District Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

333 W. Main St.  #306    Madison, WI   53703 

608-233-5930 mclyford@att.net 
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Pondering—“But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.”   At 

various times in scripture, Mary is given news about her son Jesus which she also 

ponders. Sometimes the news is mysterious, confusing or frightening.  We often 

have a similar reaction to the news we read in the media today.  In this retreat, we ’ll 

consider what it means to be like Mary and ponder the mysterious ways God is at 

work in our world.   You’ll learn some practical tools and spiritual approaches to mov-

ing through uncertain times with the confidence and faith of Mary.  

Marianne is a recently retired United Methodist pastor, living in Baraboo. She is cur-

rently a student in the spiritual direction program of the Franciscan Spiritual Center in 

La Crosse.  She is also an active member of Power Up Baraboo, a local non-profit 

working on clean energy transition. 

Travel directions will be sent with a confirmation letter.  

 Note - Because of the uncertainty of COVID infections, we will assess the situation 
in March and, If needed, we will switch to Zoom format. 

(Remove and Return the Bottom Portion.) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------——------ 

 

South West District Spiritual Growth Retreat Registration Form 

Name -   Church - 

Address -   

Phones -   

Email -   

Enclose $15.00 check payable to South West District UMW due March 25, 2022 

    

Send to - Marge Lyford, 333 W. Main St. #306, Madison, 53703 

Questions? Call or email Marge Lyford (608) 233-5930   mclyford@att.net 

 South West District UMW 

Spiritual Growth Retreat 

“Pondering” 

Retreat Leader:  Rev. Marianne Cotter 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 at 

Dells Delton UMC - Wisconsin Dells 

9:00am - Check-in, coffee, & continental breakfast 

 9:45am – 2:15pm, Program with lunch included 
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(This article is paraphrased from a New York Times article dated 1/4/2022) 
 

No way to grow up  

American children are starting 2022 in crisis. 

The toll 

Children fell far behind in school during the first year of the pandemic and have not 

caught up. Among third through eighth graders, math and reading levels were all lower 

than normal this fall, according to NWEA, a research group. The shortfalls were largest for 

Black and Hispanic students, as well as students in schools with high poverty rates.  

“We haven’t seen this kind of academic achievement crisis in living memory,” Michael Petrilli 

of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute told Politico. 
Many children and teenagers are experiencing mental health problems, aggravated by 

the isolation and disruption of the pandemic. Three medical groups, including the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, recently declared a national state of emergency in children’s mental 

health. They cited “dramatic increases in emergency department visits for all mental health 

emergencies.” 

Suicide attempts have risen, slightly among adolescent boys and sharply among adoles-

cent girls. The number of E.R. visits for suspected suicide attempts by 12- to 17-year-old 

girls rose by 51 percent from early 2019 to early 2021, according to the C.D.C. 

Gun violence against children has increased, as part of a broader nationwide rise in 

crime. In Chicago, for example, 101 residents under age 20 were murdered last year, up 

from 76 in 2019. School shootings have also risen: The Washington Post counted 42 last 

year in the U.S., the most on record and up from 27 in 2019.co 

Many schools have still not returned to normal, worsening learning loss and social 

isolation. Once-normal aspects of school life — lunchtime, extracurricular activities, assem-

blies, school trips, parent-teacher conferences, reliable bus schedules — have been trans-

formed if not eliminated. 

Behavior problems have increased. “Schools across the country say they’re seeing an 

uptick in disruptive behaviors,” Kalyn Belsha of Chalkbeat reported. “Some are obvious and 

visible, like students trashing bathrooms, fighting over social media posts or running out of 

classrooms. Others are quieter calls for help, like students putting their head down and re-

fusing to talk.” 

Kelli Tuttle, a teacher in Madison, Wis., told us, “There is a lot of swearing, vandalism and 

some fights.”  

(Cont. Page 9) 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/pojCOuv9eTxHMYFzM0HSmg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP4QpAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm53ZWEub3JnL2NvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDIxLzA3L0xlYXJuaW5nLWR1cmluZy1DT1ZJRC0xOS1SZWFkaW5nLWFuZC1tYXRoLWFjaGlldmVtZW50LWluLXRoZS0yMDIwLTIwMjEtc2Nob29sLXllYXIucmVzZWFyY2gtYn
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/SHajzyipKbQRVHyoBjTAaQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP4QqAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnBvbGl0aWNvLmNvbS9uZXdzbGV0dGVycy93ZWVrbHktZWR1Y2F0aW9uLzIwMjEvMTIvMDYvdGhpcy1pcy1hLWRpc2FzdGVyLXNldmVyaXR5LW9mLWxlYXJuaW5nLWxvc3QtdG8tdGhlLXBhbmRlbWljLWNvbWVzLWludG8tZm
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/DrDrwWIF4gqqKScxxEZerw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP4Q9AWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFhcC5vcmcvZW4vYWR2b2NhY3kvY2hpbGQtYW5kLWFkb2xlc2NlbnQtaGVhbHRoeS1tZW50YWwtZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQvYWFwLWFhY2FwLWNoYS1kZWNsYXJhdGlvbi1vZi1hLW5hdGlvbmFsLWVtZXJnZW5jeS1pbi1jaGlsZC
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/DrDrwWIF4gqqKScxxEZerw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP4Q9AWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFhcC5vcmcvZW4vYWR2b2NhY3kvY2hpbGQtYW5kLWFkb2xlc2NlbnQtaGVhbHRoeS1tZW50YWwtZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQvYWFwLWFhY2FwLWNoYS1kZWNsYXJhdGlvbi1vZi1hLW5hdGlvbmFsLWVtZXJnZW5jeS1pbi1jaGlsZC
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/kRM13zc27wWaSPqlLcohMQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0TIaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9tbXdyL3ZvbHVtZXMvNzAvd3IvbW03MDI0ZTEuaHRtP2NhbXBhaWduX2lkPTkmZW1jPWVkaXRfbm5fMjAyMjAxMDQmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9NDkzNDQmbmw9dGhlLW1vcm5pbmcmcmVnaV9pZD0xMTE3NDY2OTYmc2
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/GiXz8Grlzb5GMYzNu0O-nQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0TlaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL2RjLW1kLXZhLzIwMjEvMTIvMzEvMjAyMS1zY2hvb2wtc2hvb3RpbmdzLXJlY29yZC8_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9OSZlbWM9ZWRpdF9ubl8yMDIyMDEwNCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD00OTM0NCZubD10aG
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/ahb4Uja-tHp2dppxYXrurw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0TnaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2hhbGtiZWF0Lm9yZy8yMDIxLzkvMjcvMjI2OTE2MDEvc3R1ZGVudC1iZWhhdmlvci1zdHJlc3MtdHJhdW1hLXJldHVybj9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjIwMTA0Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTQ5MzQ0Jm5sPX
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Hard choices 

For the past two years, large parts of American society have decided harming 

children was an unavoidable side effect of Covid-19. And that was probably true in the 

spring of 2020, when nearly all of society shut down to slow the spread of a deadly and 

mysterious virus. 

But the approach has been less defensible for the past year and a half, as we have learned 

more about both Covid and the extent of children’s suffering from pandemic restrictions. 

Data now suggest that many changes to school routines are of questionable value in con-

trolling the virus’s spread. Some researchers are skeptical that school closures reduce 

Covid cases in most instances. Other interventions, like forcing students to sit apart from 

their friends at lunch, may also have little benefit. 

One reason: Severe versions of Covid, including long Covid, are extremely rare in children. 

For them, the virus resembles a typical flu. Children face more risk from car rides than 

Covid. 

The widespread availability of vaccines since last spring also raises an ethical question: 

Should children suffer to protect unvaccinated adults — who are voluntarily accept-

ing Covid risk for themselves and increasing everybody else’s risk, too? Right now, 

the U.S. is effectively saying yes. 

Respectfully submitted by Pat Gallus 

S/W District Social Action  

567 W. Main Street, Merrimac, WI 53561 

Phone: 608-393-9267 Email: ptgallus@gmail.com 

(From Page 8) 

 

We are in Emergency Shortage for blood 
so please let people know it’s more im-
portant than ever to sign-up to donate.  
  
We are facing the worst blood shortage in 
over a decade, with less than a one-day 
supply of critical blood types in recent 
weeks.   
 
This is posing a concerning risk to patient 
care and doctors are facing difficult decisions 
about who receives blood transfusions and 
who will need to wait until more products be-
come available. We have experienced a 
~10% decline in the number of people donat-
ing blood since the pandemic began.  

Call 1-800-733-2767  to make an appointment to give blood. 

Masks are currently required for everyone regardless of vaccination status.  

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/RZsXMHh8zCM2wFIydkTHpA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0S3aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmJlci5vcmcvcGFwZXJzL3cyOTQ5Nz9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjIwMTA0Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTQ5MzQ0Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9MTExNzQ2Njk2JnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9Nzg2MDImdG
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/JBHaImwZYTLS3sVUzhAepQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0S9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm1qLmNvbS9jb250ZW50LzM3Mi9ibWoubjUyMT9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjIwMTA0Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTQ5MzQ0Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9MTExNzQ2Njk2JnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9Nz
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/JBHaImwZYTLS3sVUzhAepQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0S9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm1qLmNvbS9jb250ZW50LzM3Mi9ibWoubjUyMT9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD05JmVtYz1lZGl0X25uXzIwMjIwMTA0Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTQ5MzQ0Jm5sPXRoZS1tb3JuaW5nJnJlZ2lfaWQ9MTExNzQ2Njk2JnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9Nz
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/R6pMFbFlU88GZtdKrYXROQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjtrQaP0TmaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAyMS8xMC8xMi9icmllZmluZy9jb3ZpZC1hZ2Utcmlzay1pbmZlY3Rpb24tdmFjY2luZS5odG1sP2NhbXBhaWduX2lkPTkmZW1jPWVkaXRfbm5fMjAyMjAxMDQmaW5zdGFuY2VfaWQ9NDkzN
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 Other members of the District Team 

Secretary:    

Charlene Mingst  622 W. Merrimac Street Dodgeville, WI 53533 

 Phone: 608-935-5758     Email:  jcmingst@mhtc.net 

 Young Women’s Coordinator:   

Lucie Yaba 1925 Pike Dr. Apt. 4 Fitchburg, WI  53713 

 Phone: 608-308-3007 Email:  lucieyaba@yahoo.fr 

Nomination Team for South West District UMW 

Chair:  Martha Boyer 4638 Co. Rd. Z Dodgeville, WI   53533 

 Phone:  608-574-5236      Email:  marta@mhtc.net 

Carol Lange 625 N. 4th St. Platteville, WI   53818 

 Phone:  608-348-4588    Email:  langec@uwplatt.edu 

 Mary Baker    N4237 Hickory Dr.   Columbus.  WI   53925 

 Phone:  920-210-4048    Email:  bakermar1803@gmail.com 

Judy Loveless  815 Maple Rd. Verona, WI 53593 

 Phone: (608) 848-8243  Email: jcenmp@rit.edu 

Note—2022 SW District Yearbook corrections: Judy Loveless is now part of the nomination 

team. Mary Baker’s phone number is (920) 210-4048. Lucie Yaba’s phone number is 608-308-

3007. Please add this to your year book. 

Who Can we be together? 
Building Communities of Hope and Joy 

WI Conference UMW 
Mission u 

We will be studying Luke Chapter 13. In these para-
bles and stories Jesus challenges his disciples to 
expand their idea what community is. How do we as 
modern day disciples create and maintain this vision 
of God’s plan. Please join us at Mission u 2022 as 
we reflect on the community that Jesus is calling us 
to be! 

In Person Mission u 

3-day class 

Thursday evening- 

Saturday afternoon 

July 28-30, 2022 

Watertown – Christ UMC 

112 Hall St. Watertown, 
WI 

Zoom Mission u 

4 evening sessions 

Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 

July 12 & 14, 2022 

July 19 & 21, 2022 

In your home or cho-
sen location 

Youth Programming will part of In-Person Mission u 
at Christ UMC 

Save the Date 

WI Conference  

Mission Action Day  

April 9, 2022 Morning  

On Zoom 

Details and registration information in our 

next newsletter 

Communication Coordinator 

Karen Mayeshiba  

1702 Lynndale Rd.   Madison, WI  53711

(608)228-8351 c. (608)277-1883 h.      

Email:   kamayeshiba@yahoo.com 
 

Send me items about your unit activities  

to include in our Newsletters. 

United Methodist Wom-

en shall be a communi-

ty of women whose pur-

pose is to know God 

and to experience free-

dom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, sup-

portive fellowship; and 

to expand concepts of 

mission through partici-

pation in the global min-

istries of the church. 

† 

No matter what the fu-

ture brings, we are still 

bound together  as sis-

ters in our shared pur-

pose. 

mailto:jcmingst@mhtc.com
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Wisconsin Conference UMW Assembly 2022 Scholarship Form 

Name   

Address   

City/State/Zip   

Home Phone   Cell Phone   

Email   

  

Requested Scholarship Amount (Estimate) $ 

Planning to attend: (circle)        In-Person          Virtually 

Assembly 2022 Registration and Event Information 

Virtual and In-Person 

Event Schedule 

Thursday, May 19, 2022 (9AM-3PM) Ubuntu Day of Service (optional, additional fee) 

Friday, May 20, 2022 (starts 9AM) - Sunday, May 22, 2022 (ends Noon)   

Event registration is available online at  

https://assembly2022.org. 

Wisconsin Conference UMW Assembly 2022 Scholarships 

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women is offering scholarships to attend Assembly 2022 

at the Orange County Convention Center – West Concourse in Orlando, FL May 20-22, 2022 in-

person or virtually. Scholarships will be awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis until funds are 

exhausted.  

 
 

Scholarship money may be used for expenses such as registration, hotel, and travel. Registering 

for the event is the responsibility of the individual. Contact the conference liaison (see below) if 

help is needed. 

Travel arrangements are the responsibility of the individual. Travel costs may vary depending upon 

flights available.  Due to the uncertainty of COVID, you are highly encouraged to purchase travel 

insurance in case of cancellation.  

To apply for a scholarship, send information to the Wisconsin Conference Assembly Liaison:  

Return the information below to apply 

In-person attendees up to $1,000 

Virtual attendees up to $199 
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South West District UMW   

Karen Mayeshiba 

1702 Lynndale Rd. 

Madison, WI  53711 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  

HERE 


