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President’s Message 

Jeremiah 29:11   

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm,  

to give you a future with hope. (NRSV) 

Hello Amazing Bridge Builders of Wisconsin’s South West District 

United Women in Faith!   

Did you ever think you would be a bridge builder?  All of us are in one 

way or another.  When I became a member of United Methodist 

Women in the 1970’s I never thought that’s what I would ever be and 

certainly not be that when I grew up.  I recently attended the 

Celebration of Life for one of the wonderful women who was a bridge 

builder.  In her support of me she was building a bridge from her 

generation to mine.  She showed me what being in United Methodist 

Women (UMW) involved.  Faith, hope and love in action were key 

elements of her bridge building years before UMW adopted those 

words to describe what we were about.   

After those early years with her I was inspired to continue growing 

and sharing with others through this wonderful organization of 

Christian, spiritual and justice filled women.  She was not the only 

bridge builder I encountered on the journey to where I am now.  Each 

generation has bridge builders.  Now is the time for all of us to build 

those bridges from United Methodist Women to United Women in 

Faith. Think about the wonderful woman you are and how you can 

reach out to those of a younger generation.   

Our reality is changing so that those who come after us can choose 

different ways to engage and do the justice work, grow spiritually and 

reach out to others. I still have much to learn about new ways to 

engage as bridge builders. I am eagerly looking forward to helping 

lead our team, units and members move into our future as United 

Women in Faith building bridges to the women, children and youth 

across the world who need us.  We have a wonderful heritage to 

support as well as new tools (technology) to implement change.  

We’re a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the 

world without hesitation. 
(Con’t Page 4) 
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Treasurer’s Note 

United Women in Faith Treasurers, 

At Assembly this year in Orlando, FL I happened to stop at the booth of the General Board of 

Discipleship. There they were handing out various free gifts. One which I happened to obtain was a 

copy of a yearlong devotional book named “Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions 2022”. It is 

produced by The Upper Room. I must admit that although I was familiar with the Upper Room 

devotionals, I had never heard of “Disciplines”. The woman handing out the free copies explained 

that it was written from a more progressive biblical stance than their more well-known devotional 

series. I must admit I was a bit skeptical. I am (as a rule) rather picky about my devotional books 

and rarely do I find the sort of generalized platitudes and stories to be found in daily devotions to 

be of interest to me. However, since the book was free, I brought it home and began to use it. I 

must admit that I was very pleasantly surprised. It isn’t that I necessarily found every entry helpful, 

but I did find the emphasis on economic and social justice in relation to the liturgical calendar quite 

refreshing and often the reflections pushed me to think about how my own life should daily work to 

show love to my neighbors. I hope you are finding ways this year (and every year) to grow in your 

understanding of what God is calling you to do to build up the kin(g)-dom of God. For as James 

2:16 says “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead”. I pray that you find more and 

more ways to have your faith be alive in the world. This is what we do as we work in mission to turn 

faith, hope and love into action all around the world. This is the true gift of Mission Giving. 

Praise God, we are approaching something like a more normal giving pattern this year. We are 

currently at 41% of our pledge amount which is roughly were we were this time of year two years 

ago. Traditionally we hold the majority of our fundraisers at the end of the year, so we are within a 

reasonable range of our goal, but we will definitely need to see our units commit to doing their best 

to bring enthusiasm and inspiration to their projects this year. I hope you are also planning to come 

to District and/or Conference events this fall. We are very fortunate to have the Conference Annual 

Gathering in our District again. It is a valuable opportunity for you to see our organization and learn 

all of the latest about our new name and other new initiatives meant to bolster membership and 

engage with more women about our sisterhood. Please consider having your unit make a pledge in 

the next year. The form is included in this newsletter and while not required, is a helpful way to 

begin your budget discussions for your unit for 2023. I hope to see as many of you as possible this 

fall, but if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Like Paul in 

Ephesians 1:16 “I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” May 

you find God at work in all you do. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Pfeffer 

South West District Treasurer 

 

608-592-5228(H) pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 

W10132 Koltes Rd, Lodi, WI 53555  608-698-7508(C) 

Checks payable to: South West District UMW  
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Now is the Time 

We are on the last lap. If your unit survey is not done yet, now is the time.  

August 30th is the due date. 

TO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE DONE, A BIG THANK YOU. 

If you are having trouble please call and we will try to help, answer questions, walk you through 

this questionnaire any way we can. 

It was great meeting together in person at District events. I hope to see you all at the District 

Annual Gathering at Cuba City UMC on September 17th. Remember we are United Women in 

Faith. What a great way to celebrate our new name and learn more. On November 12 we will be 

meeting for a Day of Enrichment at Waunakee-Crossroads UMC. The theme is The Status of 

Schools.  

Of course seeing old friends and meeting new sisters in faith is almost the best part. Come, learn 

and enjoy. 

Serving to learn, learning to serve, 

Kay Putman 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

uwfaith.org/ click on the menu and the last item listed under resources is the 2021 Unit Survey. 

Or the direct link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B 

Kay Putman 

215 Water  #205, Lodi, WI   53555 

608-592-2294 

Be Part of Our Team 

This is the time of year When a group of women start making phone calls and ask a question.  

Can you help us by serving on our team? 

By serving on our team you become a person who helps put together programs for us all to enjoy 

each other’s company and to learn more about the mission of our organization. Charity is good and 

noble to participate in. Trying to patch up lives that are broken always helps. United Women in 

Faith is about  learning were the traps are that destroy people’s lives and creating solutions. We get 

together and figure out ways to make sure that we are part of Jesus’ mission to bring justice, mercy 

and humbleness to our communities.  

By serving on our team you go to events and learn about the how the Bible connects with the world 

that we live in. Not just looking at the words but bringing those values into the open. This gives you 

information to write about and share in our newsletter. We meet women through out the state and 

hear stories from our own area and around the world. Organizing to bring mission education and 

opportunities in our local units. To expand our concept of who we are as devout women. 

This can’t happen without women saying yes. Bringing your talents, sharing your energy and find 

out that you are not the only person who wants to find a better path as part of God’s Kin-dom.  

KM Martha Boyer 608-574-5236 marta@mhtc.net 

4638 Co. Rd. Z   Dodgeville, WI   53533 
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( President’s Message From Page 1) 

Jeremiah 29:11 enables me to be a bridge builder for United Women in Faith. It is God’s plan that 

we will suffer no harm as we move forward in faith to find a wonderful sisterhood so that we can 

take action to transform the world. 

Building Bridges together with God’s help. 

Sue Plasterer, President 

(608)274-0275 seplasterer@charter.net 

6313 Winstone Dr. Madison, WI 53711 

Lodi United Women in Faith thank Carol 

Lange for speaking at our UMW Sunday on 

June 12, 2022.  She talked about her faith 

journey and changes coming to our group 

with our new name.  We appreciated her in-

teresting message.   

Photo: (from left)  Carol Lange, 

speaker, Rhea Seffrood, our organist 

and recipient of our 2022 special 

recognition pin, and Susan Frankland, 

soloist.   

Bright Lights From Lodi 
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South West District Day of Enrichment 2022 

Status of our Schools 

At Crossroads United Methodist Church, Waunakee, WI  

Saturday, November 12th, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 Special music  

 Updates on issues in our schools 

 Reading Program reports and Unit Sharing 

 Communion 

Eileen Bennet 

920-623-4659 bennettpesl@charter.net  

eileenb0714@gmail.com 

332 W. Prairie Street Columbus, WI 53925 

If you would like to report on a book 

from the Reading Program,  

please contact Eileen. 

Subscribe to response:  

Magazine with a Mission 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/ 

By Mail 

   response 

Magazine 

   PO Box 395 

  Congers, NY 

10920-0395 

By phone 

1-877-881-2385 

By Fax 

1-845-267-3478 

Communication Coordinator 

Karen Mayeshiba  

1702 Lynndale Rd.,  

Madison, WI  53711 

608)228-8351 c.  

(608)277-1883 h.       

Email:  

kamayeshiba@yahoo.com 
  

Send me items about your unit activities to 

include in our Newsletters. I’m also looking 

for reports on Reading Program books. 
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This is a page from a brochure on the free down loads on the Mission Resource site. 

www.umwmissionresources.org/downloads/UWF_Brochure.pdf 
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Workshop descriptions are on page 9. 
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By September 4th, please send Laura Pfeffer the names (and photos, if available) of your 

United Women in Faith unit members who have passed away since our District Annual 

Gathering last year. They will be lifted up in the memorial service at the South West District 

Annual Gathering.  

You may send the names by E-mail (Pfeffer.umw@gmail.com) or by mail (W10132 Koltes Rd, 

Lodi, WI 53555). Thank you. Include information as indicated below: 

 In Memoriam from ___________________________________________________ (unit name) 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Information: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________Photo included? ________ 
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South West District UWFaith  

Karen Mayeshiba 

1702 Lynndale Rd. 

Madison, WI  53711 

Love in Action Can Change the World 

 


