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THE PURPOSE
The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.
_______________________________________________________________________________

From Your President
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
It is warm today and I just walked around our land trying to decide where to plant some new spruce
trees and bird-friendly shrubs. We are moving our little cabin to overlook the pond. What a
wonderful place to relax and enjoy God through nature.
I am so thankful that I can pause to relax and enjoy.... This is new to me! I see life differently now
since I have taken an oil painting class. Schedules mean less, colors and interesting shapes mean
more.
"This is my Father's world". . .
May your summer be blessed. See you at School of Christian Mission.
Billie LaBumbard
__________________________________________________________________________

Our District Vice-President
Greetings to all of my UMW Sisters
Today I would like to share with you a most inspiring experience that I had. I visited The Creation
Museum near Petersburg Kentucky. Here Kenneth Ham laid out, in life size, the historical events as
found in the Bible, with an explanation as to how it all happened.
First is a contradiction to the age of the earth. Have you added up the generations of people from
Adam and Eve as listed in Numbers? It figures that the earth is 6000 years old. Or is the earth, as
Carl Sagen put it, "billions and billions of years old"?
My first visit was to a planetarium where God's whole universe was shown, in parts of course. It was
awesome to see, in proportionate scale, how large and planned out it is.... Genesis 1:6 “And God
said "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters......", Genesis 1:8 “And God called the
firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.”, just to get a small idea
of how vast the firmament is, its fine tuned relationship to each piece, the balance and rhythm is
awesome.
We experienced Noah's Ark and realized the ridicule he took from all of the others who called him
crazy. It was eye opening to fathom how large the Ark was... 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet
high! It housed about 40,000 animals. And to realize the force of the flood, Genesis 7:11 "....the
same day all the fountains of the deep broken up and the windows of heaven were opened .",
imagine a rain and flood of water like that. Anything we can think of would be miniscule in
comparison.
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(Continued from pg 2 – Vice President)

The part that really made me think was after the animals, Noah and his family were inside, God
closed the door. No more would enter. I picture all of the people on the outside who now realized
that Noah was right and God is supreme, but it was too late. It brought my mind to Judgment Day
and how, at that instant, it will be too late if we have not prepared before.
There was so much to feast one's eyes on and expand one's mind. We spent a whole day there and
could have used more time. There is so much there. If you are looking for a great and inspiring place
to go and spend with the Lord, I would highly recommend it!!!
God bless.... Evie O'Neil
_______________________________________________________________________

District Secretary
Spring Day of Enrichment was a good, relaxing & informative day. Good food, music and speakers.
For those of you who were not able to make it to Spring Day of Enrichment I have mailed (mid-April)
your unit packets out to your unit president. A Spring Day of Enrichment program was included in
your packet. On the backside of the program are dates for our upcoming events. Hope you can join
us then.
God Bless everyone with a beautiful summer.
Judith M Albricht
_______________________________________________________________________

District Treasurer
Happy Spring to all
I, who am always cold, was out today without a sweater and did it ever feel good! I am sure you are
all enjoying it too!
I sure hope that many of you made it to the Spring Day of Enrichment in Rice Lake April 9th. It really
was a great day. I put a couple of remittance forms in your packets for your treasurer. Please be
sure that she gets them. They are important, as you need to put one with any remittances you send
to me. If you keep one blank, you can use it to be copied whenever you need to send in a
remittance.
I think we are off to a pretty good start this year towards making our $70,000 pledge to the
conference. Please remember that only the Mission Giving amounts, at the top of your remittance
form, goes towards the pledge. So we need to go heavier in those areas. They are Pledge to
Missions, SMR pins, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and the World Thank Offerings. The section
below is called Mission Plus Giving and while that is also important it doesn’t count towards the
pledge. The 5 lines in the Mission Giving Section at the top are also the areas that count towards
your 5 Star Awards.
This year I am hoping to have all of you earn your 5 Star awards. Wouldn’t that be great? You just
need to be sure to put part of your giving in each of these areas. Please contact me if you have any
questions and I will be happy to help.
God’s Blessings
Karen Langer, District Treasurer
715-246-2442
kalang4@frontiernet.net
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Social Action Day
Saturday, March 26, 2011
Franksville UMC, Franksville, WI
Love In Action:
Exploring Infant Mortality
Reported by Donna Cochran
UMW District Social Action Coordinator
Our day started out with the topic of a year long study on the rising rate of infant mortality in
Wisconsin. Some of the reasons for the rise, they found, was because mother's could not make it to
their appointments, sometimes race was the cause or maybe the right people weren't reaching out to
enough people (a question I have asked myself). These were only some of the reasons.
Wisconsin has a Special Committee in our Legislature which has been appointed to study that topic.
They were asked to study (taken from the wisconsin.gov website) :
(a) the causes of infant mortality in Wisconsin;
(b) evaluation of efforts that have been undertaken to address this problem in both the private
and public sectors;
(c) coordination of public health and Medicaid funding;
(d) evaluation of infant mortality prevention programs that have been successful in other cities
and states;
(e) evaluation of the public health costs of not addressing the causes of infant mortality in
Wisconsin; and
(f) developing a strategic proposal, including any necessary legislation, to address infant
mortality in Wisconsin, particularly disparities in infant mortality rates in different geographic
areas of the state.
At our Spring Day of Enrichment, in Rice Lake, our Mission Outreach giving was for the Barron
County WIC (Women, Infants, Children) program. We had a wonderful speaker, Nicole Thompson,
a WIC nutritionist. She talked about the importance of teaching at risk Mothers about proper
childcare and proper nutrition. I recommend that each UMW unit contact their WIC program in their
area to find out what items are needed and what they can do to help keep this program going so we
can reduce infant mortality. I, myself, will find out what the Medford UMW unit can do to help this
program in our area. Together we can make a difference!
As each one of us prays what the Lord wants us to do, may God bless you richly.
Donna Cochran
Social Action Coordinator

Faith is daring the soul to go beyond what the eyes can see.
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Membership, Nurture and Outreach to another member of the District Team.
Our Chippewa District Units do SO much for the
I am writing this early in April on a sunshiny day
as the editor says I am suppose to have my article women and children of the world. Please let us
continue doing the mission work that our UMW
in by April 10th.
foremothers started. As our purpose says: The
Have you noticed that when the sun is shining, a organized unit of United Methodist Women shall
person seems to have more energy? I know that be a community of women whose purpose is:
I seem to get more things done during a sunshiny
▪ To know God and to experience freedom
day than a dark, rainy, dreary day.
as whole persons through Jesus Christ.
▪ To develop a creative supportive
In my last article, I told you that I would have the
fellowship.
numbers for the 2010 Membership Report, which
▪ To expand concepts of mission through
shows the Chippewa District with 62 units. There
participation in the global ministries of the
were no new units started and no units went
church.
inactive in 2010.
And, as Jesus says in Matthew 25:40, “I tell you
On January 1, 2010, the number of members
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
totaled 1586. We gained 34 members and 33
these brothers (sisters) of mine, you did for me.”.
members were removed by death. The number of
members transferred out was 6 and 30 members Wishing all of you a safe, happy summer.
were removed by choice. On December 31,
Sharon J. Steinmetz, Chair
2010, our membership count totaled 1557.
sstein@bloomer.net 715-568-5215
Some of the units had notes on the Membership
___________________________________
form they turned in, regarding questions that their
unit had. I turned these forms over to your
Education & Interpretation
Chippewa District sister unit liaison who either has
Happy Springtime! The wind is cool and there are
been or will be in contact with you. If you ever
have questions about anything, please feel free to a few piles of snow left, but with the birds chirping
contact any member of the District Team. We all and the grass turning green, we can believe that
will help you to the best of our ability and/or refer our long, snowy winter is past.
you to another team member who can help you.
During this Lenten season, we are again
preparing to remember the death and resurrection
There are two units who are going inactive in
of Jesus. What a sacrifice God made for each of
2011, because of non-participation, health
us—giving His Son to die for all people! At Spring
problems and general inability to continue on. I
Day of Enrichment I had a display which said:
beg each unit to prayerfully consider all
Easter is “EGGS”actly a time for MISSION
alternatives before going inactive. Each unit
GIVING. I didn’t mean for Easter time only, but it
contributes in its own way to your Church,
community and the world. UMW is the caretaker was appropriate for that day. We all know
and future aid to women and children of the world. mission giving is an all year, all time thing. I know
all of you are doing wonderful mission work. Keep
There are alternatives to going inactive: (1)
up the good work! Start working on MISSION
Someone from the church can decide to be a
TODAY items and let’s see if we can’t qualify
District Member and receive all the information
more than 35 units this year.
from the Chippewa District and Wisconsin
Conference. (2) Your unit can become a cluster I would encourage more of you to attend School
of Christian Mission at Stevens Point from
unit with another UMW unit in your area and/or
Tuesday-Friday August 2nd -5th, or the Drive-In
charge. This way the work of UMW, in helping
women and children of the world, can continue on. Day August 6th. More details are included in this
If your unit is having problems, please feel free to Weaver.
In Mission,
contact me by phone, mail or e-mail. I will visit
Barbara Bender
your unit or, depending on your problem, refer you
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“The Journey; Forgiveness, Restorative Justice
and Reconciliation”, but it may be that our women
are all becoming connected with the “$35 Deal”,
more formally known as the Mission Sampler. It is
so easy to sign up by calling the Mission
Resource Center at 1-800-305-9857 during
regular business hours. Have your credit card
Reading Program titles from the SPR
ready. You may be too late for this year’s
offerings, but next year you will get them in a
Spring is a great time to buy books for summer
timely fashion and you won’t have to pay extra
reading. One of our members belongs to a prayer postage.
shawl group and she is enjoying “Contemplative
Nancy Zabel
Crochet”. Another woman bought “Palestine:
___________________________________
Peace not Apartheid” in large print and her
husband will read it too. I bought “Not Just a One
NEW AND UPDATED
Night Stand: Ministry with the Homeless”,
A Brand New Look
because it is a book of 128 pages and the Social
Action category is usually a tough one to fill. The
more serious reason is that we now have a shelter In case you haven't had a chance to go on-line
and look at the United Methodist Women,
home in our town and their board is asking for
community members to cook supper.
Wisconsin Conference website, it has a whole
new look! It is easier to use and to look up any
One of my friends bought the intriguing title: “If
information you may be searching for. The list of
You Know Who You Are, You’ll Know What to
Conference officers is on there, there is a page for
Do”. It doesn’t seem like the list is very long, and our younger UMW members, resource information
yet when I see the marks by the titles I want to
is much easier to find and there are forms you can
read like “Half the Sky”, which sold out right away easily download to your own computer (forms
at Spring Day of Enrichment, “My Sister the
such as the Mabel Heil Scholarship, Constitution
and Bylaws, Wisconsin Conference yearbook and
Father”, which looked like it might have some
good thoughts and some humor and “Disfigured, the Mission Today form).
a Saudi Woman’s Story” which looked fascinating,
It also has a page for Communications, with the
I’ll have to see if these books are available
Wisconsin Conference newsletter “Catch the
through our local library.
Vision”, this newsletter, “The WEAVER” and other
District Newsletters on there. All are simple to
Nurturing for Community is an easy category. I
download.
have read “Same Kind of Different as Me” and
highly recommend it. I have read 2 books that are
The Green Team has their own page too, with fun
geared toward youth, “Slant” and “I Have Seen
green recipes for you to look at and use.
Him in the Watchfires”. The first book is
concerning a Korean American adoptee and the
Need answers about School of Christian Missions,
second is a sequel to the civil war period novel
that's the place to go! Need help with problems
“William Henry is a Fine Name”.
you may have, that's the place to go! Check it
out, http://www.wisconsinumw.org/ , you'll be
If you are ready for books that are worthy of a
pleased with what you see! Put it in your
book club discussion try “Inheriting the Trade” or
“favorites”, so it is easy to find.
“The Late Homecomer”, You can probably find
discussion guides or questions for either of those
on the internet. I might have to try “The
Marion Strandberg
Centurion’s Wife” because it looks like it might be
Communications Coordinator
the kind of story women have been requesting.

Secretary of Program Resources

I didn’t sell all of the School of Christian Mission
study books, “Haiti, Challenges and Hope” or

A hug is a great gift, one size fits all.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Our UMW Purpose states that we are a
“community of women” and that we are charged to
“develop a creative, supportive fellowship”. That is
why our Nominations Committee keeps asking
you to provide names of women who would be
good additions to our District UMW Mission Team.
Since the last edition of the Weaver, we
welcomed Rita Stearns, from Bloomer, to the
Nominations Committee. She has already proven
to be a great asset to our team. Several more
members are needed to make this a full
committee.

This comes with Easter greetings, believing our
able and dependable Redeemer for all the
blessings thereof. We are most grateful for a very
spiritually refreshing and rewarding time on April
9th, for our Spring Day of Enrichment, with the
theme - "Finding Peace". I hereby encourage all
of us to continue to look and hold on to the
"Prince of Peace" in all of life's struggles and joys.
We also need to hold all nations of the world in
constant prayers before the throne of God's mercy
that peace shall reign in all the channels and
quarters of our world.

Another open position is that of Communications
Coordinator. The duties include: working with the
editor of our publications (Marion Strandberg),
publicizing the activities of our Mission Team,
helping, where needed, with training for local
UMW officers and being present at District Team
meetings. This person should have computer
skills. Perhaps you have published the newsletter
or bulletins for your church, or helped with
publications for another organization. Then this is
for YOU! Come and work with the wonderful,
supportive, dedicated group of women who make
up your Chippewa District Mission Team. And
please help us, not only by submitting names, but
also by praying that we can fill this slate of officers
for 2012. We need your support.

May I commend us all into the hands of the
Almighty, who is able to keep our feet from falling,
that this Easter season brings us the best from
above. Also, praying for protection for all our
families, friends and loved ones that will travel
before, during and after the season. May we all
experience the gift and love of family in a whole
new way.

Ruby Getting
Nominating Committee Chairperson
____________________

Bio on Rita Stearns
I am a recent widow with 4 married children and
10 grandchildren. I am a retired social worker for
nursing homes, a UMC member since 1967 and a
UMW member since 1973. I was in social action
for my local UMW unit, a lay leader to annual
conference for three terms and I am currently on
the lay leadership committee and nurturing and
outreach for Bloomer UMC.
I am a past Sunday School teacher, member of
the choir, an organist and a Webelos leader. My
hobbies are music, reading and sewing/quilting.
Rita Stearns
Nominating Committee

Happy Glorious Easter Time!
Shola Adedokun
___________________________________
An Instrument of Peace
Lord, make me a channel of your peace:
where there is hatred,
may I bring love;
where there is wrong,
may I bring the spirit of forgiveness,
where there is discord,
may I bring harmony;
where there is error,
may I bring truth;
where there is doubt,
may I bring hope;
where there are shadows,
may I bring light;
where there is sadness,
may I bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort than to
be comforted;
rather to understand than to be understood;
rather to love than to be loved,
for it is in forgetting myself that I find:
It is by forgiving that I am forgiven.

~ Francis of Assisi 7
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MABEL HEIL SCHOLARSHIP
Requirements & Instructions
The Mabel Heil Scholarship is made possible by earnings from a trust
established for the United Methodist Women, Wisconsin Conference, to carry
out terms of the will of Sarah Mabel Heil. It has now become a scholarship fund
that will continue under the auspices of the Wisconsin Conference United
Methodist Women. There have been very few changes in the way it will
continue.
Requirements: for scholarship consideration.
YOU must:
• Be a female member of Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women.
• Submit a written answer to the question “In what ways do I consider myself a worthy
student?”
• Send a completed application form to the contact person and postmarked before
May 1 or October 1.
• Request that a letter of recommendation be sent to the contact person by either:
- the president of the local United Methodist Women or
- the pastor of the local church.
• Request that a letter of recommendation be sent to the contact person from a church
member who is not a member of your household and is not a relative.
Applications: Please have all letters written (preferably typed) on one side of 8 1/2 by 11 sheet of
white paper using black ink. All applications are photocopied for the committee members.
Scholarships are awarded one semester at a time. To be considered for the following semester, you
must send a request. A form will be sent with your check.
Priority: Women responsible for others and returning to the employment field will be favored. All
women applying will be considered if requirements are met on time.
Schedule:
1st Semester: Apply by May 1; Notified by June 1; Check sent by August 15.
2nd Semester: Apply by October 1; Notified by November 1; Check sent by January 15.
To request a scholarship form:
Yvonne Fiary,
203 E. Greenwood
Rothschild, WI 54474
715-355-6133
yvfiary@aol.com
Application and two (2) letters of recommendation MUST be postmarked no later than May 1 or
October 1 to be considered.

12

MORE GREEN CLEANING RECIPES
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CAMPBELL'S SOUP LABELS

Northcott continues to save Campbell's soup
labels to help purchase a 7-passenger van (they
also currently have a 15-passenger van). They
have collected 1,200,000 labels but still need
another 300,000, so keep turning in those labels!
They do not, however, save Box Tops for
Education. Any of those they receive are given
to a nearby school which uses them for
educational supplies.
Save the labels and turn them in at our UMW
gatherings. The Conference or District team will
make sure they are sent to Northcott. Or send
them directly to:
Northcott
2460 N. 6th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53212-2756
Phone number: 414-372-3770
______________________________________

“I was just fine with the concept of sharing my
faith until Pastor said we actually had to talk to
people.”
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Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women
Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women encompasses 8 districts and more
than 200 church and district units throughout the state of Wisconsin. We are a
community of women who put faith, hope and love into action for women, children and
youth in our local communities, across the nation and around the world.
__________________________________________________________________________
WEB SITES WORTH LOOKING AT:
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/ - United Methodist Women Main
http://www.wisconsinumw.org/ - United Methodist Women, Wisconsin Conference
http://umwonline.net/ - UMW Online Community
http://www.missionresourcecenter.org – Mission Resource Center
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/give/missionmap/ - UMW Mission Map
http://www.prayerquilt.org/ - Prayer Quilt Ministry – Prayers & Squares
http://www.shawlministry.com/ - A Guide to Shawl-Knitting Ministry
__________________________________________________________________________

Mark Your Calendar

2011

Don' count the days, make the days count.
May 8 - Mothers Day
June 4 – Team meeting at Prairie Farm UMC 9:30
June 19 – Fathers Day
July 10 – WEAVER articles due
August 2-5 – Four day SOCM at Ramada Inn Stevens Point
August 6 – Drive in day SOCM at Ramada Inn Stevens Point
August 13 – Team meeting at Trinity UMC - Chippewa Falls 9:30am
September 24– District Annual Gathering at Trinity UMC – Chippewa Falls
October 21-22 – Wisconsin Conference Annual Gathering - Black River Falls

CAUTION

GOD AT WORK, PEOPLE IN PROGRESS
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pstrandberg1367@charter.net

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEAVER ON-LINE, at no cost, please e-mail
the address below and indicate that you wish to start receiving the
WEAVER by e-mail.

_____________________________________________________

CITY_____________________________STATE______ZIP__________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

NAME _______________________________ UMW UNIT___________

Please print and include with donation:

Marion Strandberg, WEAVER editor
227 Olive Street
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715/723-1367

Chippewa Fall, WI

All unit Presidents, Vice-presidents, Treasurers and Secretaries will
receive the WEAVER at no cost. Any other Unit officers or members
who wish to receive the WEAVER may subscribe to it by sending a
donation of $3.00 (3 issues a year) along with your name and address to
the address below. Please make checks payable to the Chippewa
District UMW.

Published 3 times a year by the Chippewa District of The United
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