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THE “ ________?”  

SOUTH WEST NEWSLETTER 

South West District President 

 WE’RE BACK IN THE SADDLE AGAIN  

When I was a little girl I listened to the Gene Audrey Show on the ra-

dio, and I remember that his theme song was “I’m Back in the Saddle 

Again.” It seems that’s the way it is with most UMW units after the 

holidays. We are back in the saddle planning for the coming year. But, 

while we’re back in the saddle meeting with friends in general meet-

ings and in circles, let’s consider all of the opportunities that we have 

through UMW to grow in faith and in our relationships with one anoth-

er.  

Our Southwest Team met together at Platteville United Methodist 

Church on January 29, 2016. We came together with expectations of 

what we can do as a Team and what we can do for our UMW members 

in our District. I think the bonding began immediately as we shared 

ideas and listened to each other. I am humbled and privileged to facili-
(Continued on page 3) 
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What is the name of our newsletter? 

Did you notice that our South West newsletter lacks a name? Your 

new district team needs your help to come up with a fabulous name 

for our new newsletter. You know how much information is packed 

into this wonderful document and your team has been hard at work 

writing articles and gathering information to share with you, but they 

have had no time to think of a name for our newsletter. So, since we 
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SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 
   SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT 

 
  DATE:  Saturday, April 16, 2016 
 
  PLACE:  Midland  
    United Methodist Church 
        10235 County Highway KP 
        Mazomanie, Wisconsin 53560 
 
  Registration begins at 8:30 and the   
 program begins at 9:00 am. 
 
  Cost:  $10.00  Lunch will be served. 
   
  GUEST SPEAKER:  FLORENCE CHENOWETH 
   Florence Chenoweth is a United Methodist Woman 
   who has witnessed civil war and the beginning of a 
           new government in Liberia, West Africa.  She recently 
   was the Secretary of Agriculture in Liberia.  She has 
   many stories to share about her Christian  
   experiences.  We are honored to have her join us! 
 
  Directions:  Take Highway 14.  At the Wisconsin Heights 
  School, turn onto County Road KP.  Follow the road until 
  you reach Midland United Methodist Church. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
     Registration Form 
Send form and ten dollars (make checks out to South West District UMW) to:    
        Sandy Brewer 
            4410 Vale Circle 
            Madison, Wi 53711 Phone: 467-2665 
Deadline: April 11, 2016 
Name: ___________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________ 
Phone:____________  Church/UMW Unit_______________________ 

Liberia, West Africa 



tate the plans, hopes and dreams of 

these amazing, thoughtful, energetic 

and enthusiastic women and to guide 

the events and activities of South 

West District UMW.  

The diversity of the units in our Dis-

trict is obvious and brings distinct 

views and rich heritages. These differ-

ences are a mark of strength as we 

challenge each other to consider “new 

vistas in doing UMW.” Yes, there will 

be changes ahead for all of us. Share 

with us the hopes and dreams that you 

have for South West District UMW.  

Each year, I’ve enjoyed the special 

celebrations and times to be together 

with other units for fun and relaxation. 

To name a few, Joy’s Monfort UMW 

has a wonderful salad luncheon, Cuba 

City has a pasty dinner, and Living-

ston and Dodgeville have evenings of 

music and entertainment. Continue 

those special events and continue to 

invite us to them. Also, remember that 

anytime you want us to join you for a 

meeting, we will come if we can. I 

enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation 

anytime. My car goes up and down 

the hills and hidden valleys, and in 

and out of cities. Let’s get to know 

each other.  

Peace and Blessings,  

Carol  

Carol M. Lange, ED.D.  

President of  South West District 

(Continued from page 1) 

Social Action Update 

 
Hello, I am Charlene Mingst, your new District Social Action 

Coordinator. I belong to the Dodgeville UMC and am an active 

member of the church and currently serving as president of 

our local UMW unit. Being on the District Team is a new expe-

rience for me; I am both excited and a bit apprehensive, hop-

ing that I can be of useful service to United Methodist Women. 

The first item that I want to share with you is information re-

garding the conference event that is coming up early this 

spring. The annual Mission Action Day is scheduled for Satur-

day, April 2, 2016 at the Columbus United Methodist Church, 

222 S. Dickason Blvd. Columbus, Wi. You will find the registra-

tion form on another page of this newsletter. The focus of this 

event is the topic of Homelessness which will be examined in 

a number of ways by the presenters. Speakers include: Martha 

Cranley, United Way Dane County; Judy Wilcox, former Dane 

County Supervisor; and Wendy Schneider, Columbia County 

Renewal Unlimited.  Jerome Dillard, a former incarcerated citi-

zen will speak about racial justice issues related to homeless-

ness including the criminal justice system.  The deadline for 

registration is Friday, March 11, 2016. We have a ―hands-on‖ 

social action opportunity for this day also as donations for 

Northcott Neighborhood House will be collected. Items needed 

are: basketballs, footballs, copy paper, pens, staplers and sta-

ples, and cleaning supplies such as Mr. Clean, toilet bowl 

cleaner, gloves, etc. Please make plans to attend this im-

portant event!! 

If you are looking for any information regarding Social Action 

Issues you can find a wealth of material by going to the inter-

net, and merely typing in ―United Methodist Women‖.  Did you 

know that beginning in 2016, the work of United Methodist 

Women will focus on the following four priority areas:  Climate 

Justice, Maternal and Child Health, Racial and Gender Justice, 

and Economic Inequality?  Let us all strive to do all we can to 

live out our Vision Statement:  ―United Methodist Women is 

turning faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women, 

children, and youth around the world‖. 

Submitted by Charlene Mingst, 622 W. Merrimac St. 

Dodgevlle, WI 53533—email –jcmingst@mhtc.net  

mailto:–jcmingst@mhtc.net
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MEMBERSHIP NURTURE AND OUTREACH 

Happy New Year to all my South West District United Methodist Women (UMW) sisters!  Tran-

sition time is with us as we all begin to feel our way into our new District and this New Year of 

2016.  What an exciting time!  On a cold, blustery Saturday morning your new District Mission 

Team convened for its first meeting on January 30 at the Platteville United Methodist Church.  

For several of us it was our first visit to the church and for others it was a celebration of deep 

roots in the area put down by our grandmothers.  Our new President Carol Lange led our meet-

ing steering us gently but firmly and with humor in the direction we needed to go.   As the Mem-

bership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator it was important to me and to others to get to know 

one another and learn what brought us to this point in time and place in our journey as United 

Methodist Women.  I’ve been active in UMW since the mid 1970’s having joined as a young 

mom.  However, this is the first time I have been a district officer during a transition to a new 

district.  Fortunately others present have been through it before--some multiple times! 

The former Capital District was accustomed to my reporting membership data.  So here is the 

information I want to report to you now.  Last year at the Capital District Annual Gathering I re-

ceived a list of 58 active units coming together to form our new South West District.  These 

units had a reported membership of 1622.  That’s a tremendous and exciting increase of units 

and members available to do the mission work of UMW and the church! 

By the time you receive this newsletter our first ever online unit census reporting to National will 

be finished.  Our deadline for submittal was February 28, 2016. My hope is that you were able 

to submit your information successfully.  I also hope you submitted your 2015 information for 

the district that you were in last year.  Becoming South West District did not officially begin for 

United Methodist Women of the Wisconsin Conference until January 1, 2016. 

I hope and pray you will work with me to nurture each other, to reach out to our new sisters and 

help each other to open wide the circle of United Methodist Women who come together to 

breathe life into the Great South West District!    Are you ready? 

Sue Plasterer, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 

6813 Winstone Drive, Madison, 53711 (608)-274-0275 

Wellspring UMC-Madison, Unit Co-President 
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NOMINATIONS 

Greeting; 

 I am Mary Lainberger, Chair of the great Nominations Committee!  I bring you greeting from en-
tire Nominations Team! 

 Earlier today I was feeling the winter blahs, then I began reading and working on UMW, and my 
heart started warming up, and by mid date was on fire with excitement as I read about what the new 
South West District Team has planned for our district this year.  It is going to be a great year! 

 I read an awesome devotion this week entitled “Unexpected Places”.  The devotion was about 
Joesph, Mary and Jesus and their escape to Egypt because of Herod, and then God's call them back 
into  the world.  God calls us to unexpected places, just like Joseph, Mary and Jesus! Are we ready 
for the new journey, the unexpected call of God?  Let's make the journey together, where we will be 
surprised and challenged, but always surrounded by God's love. 

 We are looking for some awesome women, age is no barrier.  If you, or someone you know is  in-
terested in any of the following positions, please let me or anyone on the Nominations Committee 
know.  We will be happy to explain the position! 

***Education & Intrepretation *** Communications Coordinator *** Youth Representative, 
***Nominations-3, and ***Northcott Representative. 

 Talk to you soon and see you all at the Spring Retreat!  Blessings until we meet. 

 Mary Lainberger, mlainberger@charter.net, 608-846-4348 or 608-212-0506. 

mailto:mlainberger@charter.net
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Giving Makes Mission Possible 

“…their joy was so great that they were extremely generous in their giving…” 

        2 Corinthians 8:2 

 

I am your new district treasurer.  Please send your pledges, remittances, Special Mission Recognition pin requests to me at the 

address below.  I look forward to working with the units in this new role. 

The South West District pledge to mission for 2014 is $60.000.  I know this seems like a lot, but with all of you I believe we can 

reach this goal.  Remember to use all five channels of giving:  Pledge to Mission, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, Special Mission 

Recognition and World Thank Offering. 

Linda Whitelock 

South West Treasurer 
6137 Dell Drive 
Madison, WI 53718 
(608) 223-9161 
Whitelocklinda@att.net 
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Let’s Include Everyone 

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Matthew 25:40 

Our church bell rang one warm and humid summer afternoon. It was time for the 

children attending Vacation Bible School to move to their next class. The sound of 

laughter and excitement filled the church as the kids rushed to their next fun 

activity. 

Our church is an older, two story building, without an elevator, and VBS classes 

are held on both levels. This arrangement works well for most of the kids who can 

go up and down stairs. However, the one boy who uses a wheelchair for mobility 

had to go outside and use the sidewalk that connected the first floor of the 

church to the basement. 

On this particular warm summer day, it started to storm. The boy needed to go 

outside in a downpour in order to get to his next class. His grandmother covered 

him up with a jacket, plastic sheets and an umbrella the best that she could, but 

he still got soaking wet. 

I remember looking at this drenched boy and his drenched grandmother, and 

thinking that we had failed them both. As a church, we hadn’t take care of the 

―least of these‖ when planning our VBS activities. 

This was such a good reminder that we need to include everyone in our church 

activities, including those people with disabilities. That way, everyone has the 

opportunity to know God’s love. 

Dear God, please help us to find ways to include all people in our church activities. 

Remind us to take care of “the least of these brothers and sisters.” Amen. 

Michele Hopp 

Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth, Wisconsin Conference 

know that our district is full 

of creative, passionate and 

thoughtful women, we are 

turning to you. What do you 

think our newsletter should 

be called? We take all sug-

gestions (no idea is too cra-

zy for us – really), so send 

us all you have. The team 

will take a look at your ide-

as and vote on which one 

we feel best expresses our 

new district identity. The 

person (or persons) who 

submit the winning title will 

receive a free subscription 

to response magazine for 

herself or to give as a gift to 

someone else.  

Send all suggestions (and 

your contact information in 

case you win!) to our dis-

trict president Carol Lange 

(625 N. 4th St, Platteville, 

WI 53818 

langec@uwplatte.edu) by 

April 16th. Who knows, per-

haps the next newsletter will 

start with the name you 

were inspired to suggest. 

We are a creative, support-

ive fellowship – go for it! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Contact Temporary Newsletter 

Editor: Have a question, concern 

or need a copy of this newsletter? 

Laura Pfeffer, our Conference 

President, is our temporary news-

letter editor. She can be reached 

at 608-592-5228 or  

pfeffer.umw@gmail.com  
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