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    CATCH  the    

   VISION 

 

 September 2021      email information to:   ascott1167@aol.com 

 
Heidi Careaga is our UMW National Director and Finance Chair.  She was able to spend some time 
with us at the Mega Meeting on Friday and Saturday, August 20 and 21.  
 
The Legacy Fund is on track to meet their goal, but they are still in need of Legacy Builders who can 
give $18.69 per month or more.   
Heidi had some significant take-aways for us from the NCJ Cohort meeting.  Be patient with each 
other. Don’t dwell on the negative—focus on each other. Embrace change. Create a culture of 
laughter. Never stop learning. And give gratitude to God. 
 
There are five things that she wants us to know as she continues to meet with UMW members in 
Wisconsin. 
 I want to get to know each of you and each of you are very important. Thank you for all you do 

for UMW. Thank you for meeting your pledge as a conference for 2020. 
 I want to support the executive team. 
 I am available to help with what I can. 
 I would like to contribute to the newsletters. 
 I want to know how the conference, districts and local units are doing despite the pandemic. 
 
Heidi can be reached at hjc77care@msn.com and 608-359-0686. 
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Greetings, 

My term as Conference Secretary is soon coming to an end and I have thoroughly enjoyed my  four  years  of 

getting to know so many of you. It has been a lot of work, but the memories and friendships I have made 

have made it all worthwhile. 

Please help the new secretary, by getting your lists of district and unit officers  names  for next  year’s officers 

to her in short order, so that the new secretary will be off to a good start. I have really learned to appreciate 

the United Methodist Women of Wisconsin and all the good work you do! 

On another note, please check out the video I made about my work with recycling. You can view the video 

here: Josie’s youtube presentation https://youtu.be/xq2GYMVk-60 

I hope to see many of you at Annual Conference in Baraboo. 

Josie Gobel 

“I will take the hand of those who don’t know the way, who can’t 
see where they’re going.”  
Isaiah 42:16 The Message 
 
I took comfort in the words of the prophet Isaiah when I was asked 
4 years ago to be President of the Wisconsin Conference United 
Methodist Women because I knew I would be surrounded by a 
community of women who would be there to lead the way when I 
needed help. I was mentored by dedicated United Methodist 
Women back 1995, who lived our Purpose daily. Who kept telling 
me “oh, you’ll love School of Christian Mission, (Mission u), “come 
with me, you will hear great speakers at District and Annual Con-
ference, you will meet women from all over Wisconsin who will 
want to hear your story.” And so, UMW became the central focus 
of my social life. I have never been disappointed when we are to-
gether “as a creative, supportive fellowship of women whose pur-
pose is to know God.” 
 
It has been a transformative 4 years and I am looking forward to, 
once again, sit in the pews, chairs, grass, listening to stories of love 
and transformation as we continue with our Mission focus. I’ll look 
forward to seeing you at Unit, District and Conference meetings.  
COVID-19 has taught us new ways of continuing our work and stay-
ing connected.  I look forward to learning “to see new things” 
wherever I will be going. 
 
Martha Boyer 

https://youtu.be/xq2GYMVk-60
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Hello United Methodist Women of Wisconsin!  I pray for your health and wellbeing and for that of 
your family and friends during this time of COVID.  Being the nurturing, caring women I know you 
to be I’m sure you are caring for one another. Your individual actions have great significance and 
can save lives.  We are in this together and have each other and our God to rely on for spiritual 
sustenance.   
 
I want to thank all of our presidents, membership nurture and outreach coordinators (MNOs) and 
any others who’ve had a part in completing our 2020 Unit Survey (formerly Membership Census).  
We now have our final results from our New York Office. District presidents and district member-
ship nurture and outreach coordinators (MNO) should have received them in July.  I encourage 
district leadership teams to share result with units and use the questionnaire data to plan for next 
year.  Yes, we still can plan for next year even though change is coming! 
 
As you know our goal each year is to have 100% of our units report their membership and answer 
the online survey. This year our number of units reporting declined significantly as might be ex-
pected. Our total for 2020 was 69% of the units listed in our 2020 Yearbook completed their online 
report. North East District had 94% of their units report.  South West District had 93% of their units 
report.  Our total membership for 2020 reported online was 2,991.  However when corrected for 
double counts our total membership for 2020 was 2,925.  We know that several units went inactive 
in 2020. We want to encourage members of those units who believe in our PURPOSE and want to 
continue UMW mission work to stay connected. Our Conference team approved “Wisconsin Dis-
trict Member-District Unit Guidelines” at our recent team meeting. They can help guide your district 
and unit moving forward.  You can find those Guidelines elsewhere in this Catch the Vision. 
I urge all of you to continue checking our National UMW website at https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/  to keep informed about all things UMW.  Our General Secretary 
Harriett Jane Olson has an article each month in response Magazine. I encourage you to read it 
as she guides us into the future.  Also check the website for our 2021-2024 Handbook at https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/2021-2024-handbook 
Our outreach and nurturing are more important now than ever. We are learning ways to be safe 
and still be physically together.  Please follow public health guidelines as you plan to come togeth-
er again.  Email, social media, cell, and land line telephones, card and letter writing continue to 
keep us connected.  
 
“United Methodist Women, the future is calling for our resolute action today. Now is the right time 
to claim our roots, strengthen our relationships and our outreach, and tend our foundations.  God 
is preparing us, in the midst of this prolonged uncertainty, for faithful and fruitful work in and 
through the changes ahead.  Now is the time to lean forward toward the opportunities that God is 
providing.”  Harriett Jane Olsen, General Secretary, United Methodist Women, response Maga-
zine, July/August, 2021, Responsively Yours, Now is the Time. 
 
Faithfully Looking Forward,  
Sue Plasterer,  
Wisconsin Conference UMW, Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator  
608-274-0275; seplasterer@charter.net 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/2021-2024-handbook
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/2021-2024-handbook
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Our classes were all on Zoom this year. It was very successful.  

Between individuals and small groups meeting in churches across the state many people participated in 

Mission u. We had as many as 50 participants in four classes. There were also those earning Continuing Ed-

ucation Units for Lay Servant/Lay Speaker certification. Some were new to our classes and others were dear 

old friends. There was even a woman from Minnesota who is president of Church Women United of Minne-

sota who attended our last class. The team was able to bring all the classes for Mission u 2021 to you this 

summer. 

Because of the generous gifts from UMW units to Mission u as well as money that was carried over from 

past years, we were able to cover our expenses in full this summer. Our in gathering fund raiser for North-

cott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee collected $2660.00. Thank you to all who sent in gifts for this im-

portant mission institution. Next year we can still use a boost from units around the state. Units who are 

looking for ways to become a “Mission Today Unit” can send a donation made out to “Mission u” for our 

expenses coming up as we plan for next year.  

Next year’s class….  

Luke 13: A Transformative Bible Curriculum for Adults, Youth and Children. This study will explore the entire 

chapter of Luke 13 as spiritual growth and social action. We will have an in-person meeting for the class at a 

church that is yet to be determined and a separate zoom class. These dates will be in the summer of 2022. 

Our new Dean 2022 is Mary Lainberger. She has been assistant dean for the past two years.  At this point 

Julie Miehe, Laura Ida and Cindy Morris are looking for a new assistant dean to go forward with Mary and 

train to become the next a future dean in 2024. If asked please consider being part of this great team. 

And as the exiting dean I so appreciate all the technology that we as a team learned together. Everyone 

was so giving of their time and willing to learn. I suspect like me they have found spiritual grounding and 

social justice awareness in this program through the years. When I was asked to be assistant dean, I wanted 

to make sure that this program would continue. Mission u, through the years, has changed how I look at 

the people around me. The women in 2018 who attended Mission u surrounded me in prayer and support 

and showed me that there was a path out of despair and that God would lead me. Our denomination is 

changing. There is a path out of this time of uncertainty. God will lead usand we will go forward. Labels 

change, organizational structures change, but nothing will stop us from creating a better future for people 

in this creation where we live now.  United Methodist Women has shown me a new, transformed person 

that I had not met before. This person is my better self.  

For Christ always, Karen Mayeshiba 
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Mabel Heil Scholarship Fund                                                                                  
Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women 

Purpose: The Mabel Heil Scholarship is made possible by earnings from a trust established by the 

will of Sarah Mabel Heil, a resident of Cuba City, Wisconsin. Funds are awarded by the Heil Scholar-
ship Committee of the Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women and are invested in the Wis-
consin United Methodist Foundation. Any Wisconsin United Methodist woman working to improve 
her education may apply.  

Eligibility Requirements:  

a. Must be a female member of United Methodist Women, Wisconsin Conference  

b. Submit a written answer to the question, “In what ways do I consider myself a worthy student?”  

c. Send a letter of recommendation from either the president of the local UMW unit or from your 
pastor  

d. Send a letter of recommendation from a church member who is not a member of your house-
hold and is not a relative. (The person writing a letter on behalf of the applicant is to send the 
letter directly to the contact person.)  

e. All letters must be written (Preferably typed) on one side of an 8.5x11” sheet of white paper us-
ing black ink.  

Application Procedure:  

a. Scholarships are awarded for one semester at a time. To be considered again DURING a one-year 
period send a letter asking to be considered AFTER one year, complete another application and 
secure new recommendations.  

b. Women responsible for others will be favored.  

c. Women preparing to return to the employment field will be favored.  

d. Graduate students may apply for each semester as long as they meet the other requirements.  

e. Recent high school graduates will receive the lowest consideration.  

f. The application and two (2) letters of recommendation must be postmarked no later than May 1 
and/or October 1. Checks will be disbursed by August 15 and January 15.  

g. Application forms may be requested from the address below. Obtain an application form and 
send to: 

Contact person: Lucy Silvester 373 15th Avenue, Nekoosa WI 54457 For more information call 715-
325-2841 or email loosesilv45@gmail.com  
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 President Gloria Carter 
  

7224 Springfield Circle 
Waunakee WI 53597 
c- 608-849-7589 
carter53597@tds.net 

First Term Expires 2023 

Vice President Deb Pattee W 18821 N River Rd 
Whitehall, WI 54773 
 c- 651-295-6842 patteedk@uwec.edu 

First Term expires 2023 

Secretary 
 

Christine Anding PO Box 150 
Delavan WI 53115 
c-262-607-1386 
christinemarie1950@gmail.com 

First Term expires 2023 

Treasurer Lisa King W615 Riverview Ct. 
Fall River, WI 53932 
c- 608-335-6179 li-
sa.king6179@gmail.com 

Second  Term expires 
2022 

Program Resources Cherrie Hartley 1527 Roxbury Way 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
 (H) 1-262-650-1184  

cherriecuffy@hotmail.com 

Second  Term expires 
2022 

Spiritual Growth Shirley Jackson 4257 W. Bradley Rd. #117 
Brown Deer WI 53223 
(H) 1-414-354-5258 
mrsshirleyjackson79@gmail.com 

First Term expires 2023 

Membership Nurture 
and Outreach 

  

TBD     

Communications Anne Scott 2561 Roanoke Circle 
Fitchberg WI 53713 
(H) 1-608-271-4813 
ascott1167@aol.com 

Second Term expires 
2023 

Social Action TBD     

Education and Interpre-
tation 
  

Cherrie Hartley 1527 Roxbury Way 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
h-262-650-1184  

cherriecuffy@hotmail.com 

Second Term expires 
2022 

Nominations Chair Cindy Morse W7970 Cty Hwy K 
Arlington WI 53911 
c-608-635-2916 
cynmorse@aol.com 

First  Term expires 
2023 

Committee on Nomina-
tions 
  

Josie Gobel 309 W. Johnson St. Apt. 930 
Madison WI 53703 
920-988-0705 
josiegobel@charter.net 

First Term expires 2025 

Committee on Nomina-
tions 

TBD     

WISCONSIN CONFERENCE UMW SLATE OF OFFICERS 2022 

mailto:carter53597@tds.net
mailto:patteedk@uwec.edu
mailto:christinemarie1950@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.king6179@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.king6179@gmail.com
mailto:cherriecuffy@hotmail.com
mailto:mrsshirleyjackson79@gmail.com
mailto:ascott1167@aol.com
mailto:cherriecuffy@hotmail.com
mailto:cynmorse@aol.com
mailto:josiegobel@charter.net
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COMMITTEE ON CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE: 

Gloria Carter, Cindy Morse, Kady Herr-Yang 

Committee on Nominations 
  

Linda J Whitlock 
  

6137 Dell Dr. 
Madison WI 53718 
c-608-575-1517 
whitelocklinda@att.net 

New Term expires 2025 

Committee on Nominations TBD     

Committee on Nominations TBD     

Hmong Language Coordinator TBD     

Native American Language 
Coordinator 

TBD     

Hispanic Language 
Coordinator 

TBD     

Korean Language Coordinator TBD     

Young Women’s Coordinator TBD     

Young Women’s Mentor TBD     

Finance-Chair for National 
UMW Office and on the Na-
tional Board of Directors & 
Program Advisory Group 

Heidi J. Careaga 1230 N. Harmony Dr. 
Janesville WI 53545 
c-414-271-5080 
hjc77care@msn.com 

Continuing Term expires 2024 

Mission u Dean Mary Lainberger 304 Mohawk Trail 
DeForest, WI 53532 
h-608-846-4378 
c-608-212-0506  

mlainberger@charter.net 

New Term expires 2022 

Mission u Assistant Dean 
  

TBD     

Deaconess Kady Herr-Yang 1809 W. Ramsey Ave. 
Milwaukee WI 53221 
414-817-8120??? 
kadyherryang@gmail.com 

New Term expires 2023 

Deaconess Judy Vasby 218 Neli Ct. 
Deerfield, WI 53531 
c-608-576-0173 
vasby.umw@gmail.com 

Continuing Term expires 2023 
  
  
  

Historian TBD     

mailto:whitelocklinda@att.net
mailto:hjc77care@msn.com
mailto:mlainberger@charter.net
mailto:kadyherryang@gmail.com
mailto:vasby.umw@gmail.com


14 

September  2021 



15 

September  2021 



16 

September  2021 

    

   

   

   

   

   

   
   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   
   

  Wisconsin Conference 

United Methodist Women 

2561 Roanoke Circle 

Fitchburg  WI  53719 

 

Calendar  

2021 

October 15-16  Annual Gathering – BARABOO FIRST, BARABOO WI 

November 5-6  Executive Team Meeting/Mission u 5th AVE UMC,                                                 

    WEST BEND UMC 

November 10  Catch the Vision due Date 

January 8, 2022  Executive Team Mtg. (zoom) 

January 10, 2022  Catch the Vision due Date  


