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Fall is definitely in the air…. The evenings are cooler, soybean fields are turning yellow and the Monarch 
butterflies are heading South. It is an exciting time of the year for United Methodist Women, Fall 
Gatherings are in the works, North Central District, September 14, North East, North West and South 
West Districts, September 21, South East District October 5 th . Our Conference Annual Gathering is 
October 18-19 at Black River Falls UMC. Come, join The Sisterhood of Grace as we continue to celebrate 
our Legacy of 150 Years in Mission. I am personally grateful and blessed that WSCS women (our UMW 
predecessor) supported a missionary to Northern Mexico, and their commitment made it possible for 
me to be who I am today. What was truly an “out of my world” adventure in 1955 changed my life 
forever. It is no wonder that my favorite verse is Jeremiah 29:11 “For surely I know the plans I have for 
you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 
Martha Ortiz Boyer 
President, WI Conference UMW 

2019: A YEAR OF IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARIES  

SUSANNA WESLEY 

What a year 2019 is turning out to be! There is so much to celebrate, to recognize and to learn from. Let's start with 
Susanna Wesley, who we like to call the "Mother of Methodism". 

This year marks the 350th anniversary of her birth. Born on January 20, 1669, Susanna was one of the youngest of 
twenty-five children of Dr. Samuel Annesley.  At the age of 19, she married Samuel Wesley, a Church of England pas-
tor, bearing him nineteen children, nine of them dying in infancy, and two of them being John Wesley and Charles 
Wesley. She had little formal education, but having grown up in an academic environment, she developed into a well-
read and well-rounded intellectual woman. Her life was not an easy one and she suffered loss, hardship and had 
many struggles. Nevertheless, she became a woman of immense legacy because of her organizational skills which she 
developed while coping with the dynamics of raising her large family. For her, education was a priority and she edu-
cated both her daughters and her sons. 

Communications CORRECTION:  I made an error on the last issue of CTV by attaching the 2018 Calendar Events 

*** Please note that the 2019-2020 dates are updated on this issue.  Sorry for the confusion.      Robin 
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Susanna was devoted to God and to prayer, and was committed in her relationship with God as devotedly as she was to her duties as a 
wife. She once found the message of a substitute minister, in the absence of her husband, uninspiring and unfulfilling and began 
teaching the Bible in her own home on Sunday afternoons. This activity grew when her neighbors wanted to be included in her teach-
ing of the Bible and eventually she had to move it to a larger place. No amount of distraction could keep her from prayer and the Bible. 
As she herself said, "I am content to fill a little space if God be glorified". 

Susanna's place in Christian history is based on what her sons accomplished but it is her example and influence that helped them to 
accomplish all they did. Her legacy was her children, particularly John. She has proved herself to be a phenomenal woman.  

150 YEARS OF UMW 

One hundred fifty years ago, eight women dared to make history. They heard that women in India could not be treated by male doc-
tors and so they stepped out of their comfort zone to do something about this problem. On March 23, 1869 these courageous women 
gathered at Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, had tea, and organized for mission. They raised funds to send two 
missionaries to India to deal with this problem. Dr. Clara Swain a doctor, was sent to India where she treated women and children and 
later founded the first women's hospital in Asia. Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, also went to India where she taught and founded a girls' 
school and later the first women's college in Asia.  

This step taken by these women was unheard of in that time but these women were led by their faith. Consequently, this bold step 
evolved into the establishment of the largest women's faith-based service and advocacy organization. What was then the Woman's 
Foreign Missionary Society has evolved and grown exponentially into the organization which is now called United Methodist Women. 
United Methodist Women have continued to organize for mission in the United States and around the world. Women's lives matter 
and when they are empowered communities prosper. The work is ongoing because the need is great everywhere. Presently we are 
focusing on Social campaigns and we need to have everyone involved in working for 1) Just energy for all, 2)interrupting the school to 
prison pipeline, 3) a living wage for all and 4) ending maternal mortality. Our foremothers showed us the way, let us follow in their 
footsteps and right the wrongs with which we are faced. 

RATIFICATION OF THE 19th AMENDMENT 

As Wisconsinites, we are proud to celebrate the fact that Wisconsin was the first state to ratify the 19th amendment, 100 years ago. 
This amendment gave women in the US the right to vote. The women suffragettes were agitating for this to happen but initially Wis-
consin was opposed to the Suffragettes because it was feared that the women would usher in prohibition. The Amendment passed the 
house of Representatives on May 21, 1919 and in the Senate on June 4, 1919. Of the forty-eight states in the union at the time, thirty-
six of them had to agree to it. There was competition between states to be the first to do so, especially between Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Michigan. At one point it was said that Illinois had already ratified the Amendment. Unfortunately,  Illinois' resolution was worded 
incorrectly and had to be voted on again. The Wisconsin legislature realised that they had to act in haste and try to get their paper-
work as quickly as possible to Washington D.C. It was the father of one of the Suffragettes, Senator David James, who managed to get 
to Washington and deliver the papers to the Secretary of State of the US where it was stamped, signed, sealed and delivered. Wiscon-
sin had beaten Illinois, by chance, by an hour and a half. 

Sadly, this Amendment did not allow all women to vote. The women's Suffrage movement was controlled by white women at the ex-
pense of marginalizing the women of color. Ida Wells, the great journalist and activist, was asked in 1913 to join a separate 'colored' 
group of suffragettes at the back of the line. Black women did not gain the right to vote until the Sixties, yet, black women make up 
one of the largest voting blocks in the US. Let us, as women and sisters, continue to uplift and empower each other. 

THE 400 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

It would be remiss of me to ignore, in this year 2019, that this year is also the 400 year anniversary of enslaved Africans being brought 
to Virginia on the continent of North America. These men and women were forcibly brought to America and were made to work in 
subhuman and inhumane conditions to build this country. We should be grateful to them, especially when we look around and see all 
the contributions that these American men and women have given to this country. We do not have to wait until February 2020 to 
check this out. 

In 1962, Malcolm X said "The most disrespected person in America is the black woman. The most unprotected person in America is the 
black woman. The most neglected person in America is the black woman". Let us, in 2019, change Malcolm's perspective. Let us honor 
the legacies of Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Ida B. Wells, Theresa Hoover, Dorothy Height, Ruth Carter, Dr. Mary Mcleod Bethune, Sa-
rah A. Dickey, Margaret Washington, and the students of Bennett College  who sat-in at that Woolworth counter in Greensboro, NC in 
1960, and countless others for their work in making life better for the African American woman. Let us continue to work so that our 
young African American women will no longer be disrespected, neglected, left unprotected, but instead be treated like any American 
woman should. Let us as women, follow in the footsteps of our foremothers, letting nothing deter us and work together for justice for 
all. 

Cherrie Hartley 

Education and Interpretation 
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Calendar 2019—2020 

  

 Oct 18 — Catch the Vision  article due date 

 Oct. 18-19 – Annual Gathering – Black River Falls, UMC 

 Nov. 1-2 – Team Meeting and Mission u – Oshkosh 

 Dec 22 — Catch the Vision article due date 

 Jan 11 — Executive Team Phone Meeting 

 Mar 7 — Mission u Phone Meeting 

  


