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 President’s Message 

Dear UMW Sisters, 

I have been blessed by the bible study in the October 2018 issue of re-

sponse magazine on the gifts of Miriam, the sister of Moses, in song and 

dance done in praise of God especially during times of trial. This bible 

study was written by Hanna Reasoner, a global mission fellow (which is a 

two-year young adult mission program), in Bogota, Columbia. I hope you 

will take time to read Hanna’s mission story as well as reflect on the role 

women such as Miriam, Hannah, Deborah and Jesus’ mother Mary have 

had in gifting us with a biblical witness in praising God in song and 

dance. I personally have a great love of both music and dance. As a child 

I took tap and ballet lessons and sang in choirs and show choirs and per-

formed in musicals in Junior High. Music and dance have always been 

very special to me. Yet as powerfully as these elements move me and oth-

ers, it is often constricted or absent in our formal worship services. Rare-

ly do I enjoy the gift of liturgical dancing, often I seem to be the only per-

son who is moved to raise my hands in praise and worship or clap during 

hymns. We have in many ways allowed our freedom of expression to be 

restricted to faint AMENs at then end of a prayer or song. Yet the biblical 

examples we have (especially of women) is of bringing our whole selves 

into worship through prayer, singing, dancing and emotion. Hanna ex-

plains how she brings these artistic expressions into teaching and cele-

brating human rights, peace building and social justice. I invite you to 

find those artistic gifts and appreciation within yourself to bring in praise 

to God and the building up of the Kin(g)-dom of God. 

This bible study has been especially timely as my local unit works to pre-

pare to host our district Day of Enrichment on November 10th which in-

cludes a presentation by an Hispanic Dance team. What a lovely way to 

help us understand and make connections with new areas of ministry 

being nurtured through our churches. How many new expressions of 

grace, joy, love, justice and peace might we encounter as we seek to share 

the love of Jesus with new people in new places throughout our district 

and conference. I hope you will be present to share in the gifts of these 

dancers and in the message District Superintendent Scott Carlson has to 

share with us on this avenue of ministry and witness in our church. I am 

eager to welcome you to my home congregation and pray that our time 
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together during the Day of Enrichment will be a blessing to you even if you are in  the midst of trials 

and distractions. I know that God holds you through it all in all the ways you can see, touch, feel and 

experience. May you be blessed and may you also seek to be a blessing now and always. Dance, sing, 

pray to the glory of God. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Pfeffer 

South West District President 

Pfeffer.umw@gmail.com   
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South West District UMW Officers 

 

President      Laura Pfeffer 
               608-592-5228     Pfef-
fer.umw@gmail.com 

Vice President      Kathy Maldegen 
               608-288-9102     ksmaldegen@gmail.com 

 
Secretary       Open Treasurer        Lisa King 

               608-335-6179     lisa.king6179@gmail.com 
Communications Coordinator      Becky Yager 
               608-723-7451     byager@chorus.net 

Program Resources       Cindy Morse 
                608-635-2916      ccynmorse@aol.com 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator        Open Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Coordinator 
              Nancy Beilke 
                  608-846-7330    mnbeilke@charter.net 

Social Action Coordinator      Charlene Mingst 
               608-935-5758      jcmingst@mhtc..net 

Education and Interpretation Coordinator 
           Eileen Bennett 
               608-623-4659      bennettpesl@charter.net 

Nominations Chair       Kay Putman 
               608-5922294 

Historian                           Open 

Northcott Representative        Carol Lange 
               608-348-4588       langec@uwplatt.edu 

District Superintendent       Scott Carlson 
           608-837-0056 
           scottcarlson@wisconsinumc.org 

President’s message cont. from p.1 

 

Thank you to everyone who filled out the Elected Leadership forms and 
sent them to me.   I have about 22 forms so far.  Even if your officers 
have not changed, please fill out the forms so I can make sure the infor-
mation is correct in the directory.  You can email the forms to me at 
byager@chorus.net or mail them to me at 10787 Co. Rd. K,  Lancaster,  
Wisconsin  53813.  Thank you for your help.      

                 Becky Yager,  SW. District Communications Coordinator 
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Submitted by Charlene Mingst, SW District, Social Action Coordinator 
 
Once again United Methodist Women are making their voices heard in regard to Climate 
Change.  In the October issue of our response magazine we can read the article “Stemming 
Climate Change at the Source” written by *Sharon Delgado that tells about a delegation of 20 
UMW representatives who delivered 1800 letters to Chevron headquarters in San Ramon, Cali-
fornia calling on Chevron’s CEO Michael Wirth to cut methane emissions and to take other ac-
tions to protect vulnerable communities and the climate. Maybe you were one of the women 
who found the letter on our website—www.unitedmethodistwomen.org --and signed and sub-
mitted a copy.  There is a revised copy of the letter that can be found at unitedmeth-
odistwomen.org/chevron if you would still like to send a letter, as the engagement with Chev-
ron continues.  
*Sharon Delgado is a United Methodist preacher, activist and author of “Love in a Time of Cli-
mate Change: Honoring Creation, Establishing Justice”. This book is on the 2019 Reading Pro-
gram list. 
 
Also on our webpage is a letter to sign and submit to the Ford Motor Company to urge them to 
stop efforts to weaken our environmental protections. In an October 5 press release titled 
“Faith Leaders Hand-Deliver Ford Headquarters a Petition to Stand by Clean Car Rules” we 
read that “Clergy and religious leaders from across Michigan and the Midwest walked into 
Ford Motor Company Headquarters today to deliver a message of faith that calls on the com-
pany  to publicly stand by national clean car standards, without compliance loopholes or flexi-
bilities, which would erode its strongest benefits for those who are impacted most by climate 
change and air pollution.”  The situation is that in 2011 Ford was a part of a “breakthrough in 
cooperation on climate solutions” and now they seem more inclined to back away from that res-
olution. Quoting Bishop David Alan Bard, Michigan Area of The United Methodist Church: 
“Climate change is a significant threat to the health of our planet and human communities and 
it is, therefore, a moral and spiritual imperative to address climate change. For these reasons, 
we oppose any attempts to weaken the nation’s clean car standards.”  
 
For more information related to Climate Justice there is an Action Alert found on a link to our 
webpage on “Air Pollution and Public Health”. This article points to several of our issue priori-
ties: How the quality of the air we breathe impacts the health in “Communities of Color” and 
low-income families, the impact on “Maternal and Infant Health” and the impact on “Child 
Health” across the globe. As the mid-term election grows near, it might be a good time to 
make your voice heard on the issues of environmental regulations. You can contact your local 
congressional representative at the Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121, and be sure to 
mention that you are a member of United Methodist Women. 
  
Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts to find the article: “Maternal Healthcare 
Is a Human Right” and take action to support legislation in the Senate. The Senate Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions is sending its maternal mortality review legislation 
(S.1112) to the full Senate for a vote.  In the article we are 
urged to help make sure this bill passes the Senate and is 
sent to the full House for a vote.   
 
In closing let me thank you all for continuing to do 
 your part in “turning faith, hope, and love into  
action on behalf of women,  
children and youth around the world”. 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/actionalerts
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Calendar 
   
Oct.  19-20       Wisconsin Annual Gathering 
Nov. 10        Day of Enrichment—Lodi UMC 
Dec. 1                 Mission Today reports due 
Dec. 8                 District Team Meeting and Christmas party 
Dec. 10               Pledge money due 
April 12-13       Spring Spiritual Growth Retreat 

South West District UMW   

Becky Yager, Communicatons Coordinator 

10787 Co. Rd. K     Lancaster, WI   53813 

Email -  byager@chorus.net 
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