
My mother was a won-

derful gardener. She 

had houseplants and 

gardens that earned 

compliments from 

friends and neighbors. 

Her love of flowers in-

stilled in me the ap-

preciation for the 

beauty and joy that 

comes from plants. 

 Although, my ògreen 

thumbó pales in com-

parison to Motherõs, I 

do have some beauti-

ful gladiolas in my gar-

den. I enjoy giving 

them to friends and 

sharing the beauty of 

the flowers and of 

friendship.  As the 

plants in my garden 

began to bloom, I 

thought about the sim-

ilarities between flow-

ers and friendship.  

When we meet peo-

ple, itõs similar to 

planting seeds in soft, 

moist soil. Like the 

seeds, we do not 

know how the plants 

will grow.  Both plants 

and friendship must 

be nurtured and given 

the proper care.  

Some have deep 

roots, some have 

beautiful blossoms, 

some are have 

rich colors, some 

live for only a 

short time while 

others bloom and 

grow throughout 

the many sea-

sons of life.  And 

like those in my 

flower boxes, 

some wither and 

die because their 

season of life has 

ended.  All are to 

be cherished.     

In a few short 

weeks, I will be 
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Are you the Mission 

Coordinator for Spiritu-

al Growth for your 

UWM unit? If so, I am 

looking forward to 

meeting with you at our 

Districtõs Day of Enrich-

ment training next 

month. 

Some of you like to lead 

music. Some of you like 
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Membership update:  In 2015 All 

United Methodist Women Units 

in the US reported membership 

online for the very first time.  We 

reported by Jurisdiction, Confer-

ence and District.  For some in 

our district it was challenging 

and for others quite easy.  I as-

sisted some of the Capital Dis-

trict units and Carol Lange did 

the same for Coulee District.  

Since our Conference goal was 

100% unit reporting our Confer-

ence Membership Nurture and 

Outreach Coordinator had many 

challenges to figure out our 

statewide tally.  Please thank 

Shirley Carpenter for all the hours 

she (and her husband Bill) worked 

to get our membership reported 

then to understand the results.  Af-

ter much sleuthing by Shirley and 

Bill, Capital and Cooley Districts re-

ported at 100%. 

For 2016 our new South West Dis-

trict unit membership will be report-

ed for the first time.  At the time I 

write this-end of September-I have 

not received information regarding 

the process for the 2016 report.  

However, I believe the online pro-

cess will continue.  What may 

change is who in your unit is noti-

fied, when and how.  If I am in the 

communication loop, I will get 

the word to your unit as soon as 

I know it.  I hope you saved your 

unit information from 2015 

since it will be helpful for 2016.  

Remember you will start your 

2016 unit count with the end-

ing number from 2015.   

Please check your unit packet 

which was distributed at our 

September 24 District Annual 

Gathering, mailed to your unit 

president/unit contact, to your 

church or delivered to your unit 

by your district leadership team 

sister.  That packet contains 
(Continued on page 4) 

Also, be sure to attend the Day of Enrich-

ment on November 12 at the Crossroads 

UMC. Gloria Carter created an attractive 

registration form and description of the 

program.  Many thanks, Gloria Carter and 

Mary Lainberger for their time spent plan-

ning and organizing this event.  

Enjoy the wonderful colors and celebra-

tions of the season. Thank you for being 

among the flowers in my garden of friends. 

Peace, 

Carol 

Carol M. Lange, President of the South 

West District 

on a road trip to Louisville, KY where I will have an 

opportunity to visit friends Iõve made through the 

years.  Iõm looking forward to this with great anticipa-

tion.  Back at home, I also need to remember and 

pray for friends whose lives, like my flowers, are fad-

ing, and offer memorials and flowers for the altar in 

our church to cherish the memory of friends whose 

season of life has passed, but are not forgotten in my 

heart.  God blessed me by placing wonderful friends 

in my life. 

One another note, Karen Mayeshiba graciously made 

packets for each unit president. The contents include 

materials and forms that will be needed to maintain 

the unity and strength of South West District. Some of 

you picked them up in Baraboo; others will receive 

them by mail.  Be sure to peruse them and complete 

them as required.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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to present devotions. Some of you are 

skilled storytellers. Some of you can say 

awesome prayers. 

You are a talented group of women, so 

letõs learn from each other. Please con-

sider preparing a 5-minute presentation 

of something that worked well for you this 

year in your role as a Mission Coordinator 

for Spiritual Growth. 

Maybe you led a really interesting short 

Bible study. Lead us in that same study. 

Maybe your unit really liked a special de-

votion you presented to them. Present 

that same devotion to us. Maybe you led 

a meaningful musical worship time. Lead 

us in some of that music.  Maybe you act-

ed out the story of a Bible character. Act 

out that same story for us. Maybe you 

wrote an awesome article for your 

churchõs newsletter. Read your article to 

us. 

Letõs inspire each other and get ideas 

(Continued from page 1) from each other. Iõll be presenting 

something that worked well for me, 

too! 

And if you are feeling shy and donõt 

want to share anything this time, 

thatõs okay! I hope you attend anyway 

and meet new friends. 

As always, please let me know if 

there is anything you would like me 

to teach the group. 

I am really looking forward to seeing 

all of you soon. Thank you for all that 

you do for United Methodist Women! 

 

Michele Hopp 

Mission Coordinator fo Spiritual 

Growth, South West Wisconsin Dis-

trict of UMW 

641 Lake Wisconsin Dr, Merrimac, 

WI 53561 

608-370-4216 (cell), 

hopps@merr.com 

rience freedom as a whole person?   If God is 

calling you, do not be afraid, we are here to 

pray, work and learn together as a team.  Say 

òYesó to becoming part of an awesome team, 

South West District United Methodist Women.  

What is your preference?  The list of opportu-

nities are listed below.  Today is your day! 

Email or make the call.   

 

The remaining open positions are as follows: 

(Continued on page 4) 

Update from Nominations: 

 

We are called to love one another, and walk 

humbly with God.  Is God calling you?  Have you 

felt that nudge in your heart.  Could it be God 

calling you to become part of an team, in addi-

tion to being part of your local unit, of loving, 

faithful women who's purpose is to know God 

and be in mission with women, children and 

youth.  Could it be you need this team, as much 

as they need you?  Could it be you want to expe-
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Treasurer 

Communications Coordinator 

Membership, Nurture and Out-

reach 

Chair, Nominations 

Young Woman's Rep 

Northcott Representative 

(Continued from page 3)  

 

Blessings; 

Mary Lainberger, 

mlainberger@charter.net 

Home: 608-846-4348 

Cell: 608-212-0506 

304 Mohawk Trail 

DeForest, WI  53532 

 

  

 

Day of Enrichment 

I hope  you have November 12, 

2016 marked on your calendar 

to attend the South West Dis-

trict Day of Enrichment!  It is 

going to be a wonderful day 

spent at my church.  The ladies 

at Crossroads are excited to 

meet and greet you at this 

event! 

This is my last article as your district MNO and 

since I have used up my tenure my term is com-

pleted. You have nurtured me in so many, many 

ways.  I will continue to be active and will see you 

in our usual gathering places. God continues to 

depend on our willing spirits to be ready to say 

YES when we are called to roll up our sleeves and 

get to work.  Thank you for putting Faith, Hope 

and Love into Action for women, children and 

youth throughout the world and here at home.   

 

Sue Plasterer, SW District Membership Nurture 

and Outreach Coordinator 

608-274-0275; seplasterer@charter.net 

many important documents. One is a work sheet 

you can use to collect your unit information to assist 

in your online membership data entry.  It can then 

be saved with your unit records for next yearõs be-

ginning point.  Please contact me if your unit did not 

receive your packet.  I will work with our new Mem-

bership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator to help 

you if you need it. 

November 12, 2016ñMark this date and come to 

the District Day of Enrichment at Crossroads UMC in 

Waunakee.  Check the article elsewhere in our Mis-

sion Matters newsletter for details.  I will be facilitat-

ing a session on unit sharing.  Come share with oth-

ers about what works, what doesnõt, what inspires, 

and what your dreams are for the future of United 

Methodist Women.   

(Continued from page 2) 
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Map to Crossroads UMC in Waunakee  

Waunakee is north of Madison off of Hwy 113. 

From North on Hwy 113 or from Hwy 19 (joins with Hwy 113) turn south on Hogan Rd. 

From South on Hwy 113 turn West on Arboretum Dr. Turn North on Hogan Rd. 

Mabel Heil Scholarships support women and girls with working to improve their education. Priority is giv-

en to women responsible for others and women preparing to return to the workforce. Any female member 

of United Methodist Women in Wisconsin may apply for funds. Applicants must supply a written answer to 

the question òIn what ways do I consider myself a worthy student?ó One letter of recommendation must 

be from the local UMW president or local pastor. A second letter of recommendation must be from a 

church member who is not a relative or member of your household. The application form can be found at 

http://www.wisconsinumw.org/forms.html The application form and two letters of recommendation must 

be postmarked no later than May 1 or October 1 to be considered for funding for the next semester.  

Contact: Helen Robinson N2101 Cleghorn Rd., Waupaca, WI 54981 pottshe@yahoo.com 

Mabel Heil Scholarships  

Mission Matters  
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Hello once again from Dodgeville! I truly hope 

everyone is enjoying some beautiful fall 

weather. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who organized our 

Annual GatheringñòGrowing in Blessednessó. 

It was truly an event that òblessedó everyone 

that attended. As I was preparing a display for 

this event and exploring the UMW website I 

discovered a project that was new to me, 

even though it has been in operation for 30 

years or so! This organizationñone that we 

support with our mission giving-- is called MA-

DRE. I just want to share a little of what we 

can find on their websiteñ(https: 

www.madre.org/) 

òMADRE partners with grassroots womenõs 

groups worldwide, and works with local popu-

lations that United Methodist Women on its 

own could never reach. The organization part-

ners especially with groups that help women 

and children who are facing war, disaster, and 

their aftermath.ó Through our mission giving 

in 2016 we have òhelped to provide shelters 

in war-torn Iraq for women who are fleeing 

sexual violence there, and in Nicaragua we 

helped to launch a womenõs rights radio sta-

tion to support rural women who are often 

victims of abuse. In Kenya and Nicaragua, 

MADRE helped communities who have been 

hard-hit by drought and flooding due to cli-

mate change.ó  

 

Through MADRE, UMW is proud to help sup-

port a therapy program for women and girl 

child soldiers in Colombia. United Methodist 

Women is supporting the program for two 

years. Through the generous support of UMW 

we helped to: Protect reproductive rights for 

Syrian refugee women and girls, deliver clean 

water to women facing drought in Kenya, 

helped indigenous Ixil women in Guatemala 

sustain their families, and in Nicaragua we helped to 

launch a lifesaving radio program for abused women. 

 

As is stated on the UMW website-- http://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-advocacyñòin all 

advocacy efforts United Methodist Women supports its 

work with a scriptural basis and adheres to the denomina-

tional mandates in the Book of Discipline and Book of 

Resolutions of The United Methodist Church. United Meth-

odist Women works in partnership with coalitions on many 

justice issues to extend its reach.ó 

Truly, by supporting these programs we are òturning faith, 

hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children, 

and youth around the worldó. 

Good-bye for now, I hope to see you in a few weeks at the 

Conference Annual Gathering in Eau Claire! 

 

Submitted by Charlene Mingst, 622 W. Merrimac St. 

Dodgeville, WI 53533. emailñjcmingst@mhtc.net 

Page 7 

Social Action ñCharlene Mingst  

http://www.madre.org/
mailto:email—jcmingst@mhtc.net

