MISSION MATTERS
Comments from Carol—Remembering
Mothers
On a cold and cloudy
Sunday in March as the
brisk wind reminded us
that spring had not arrived in Dakota, my family traveled to Northwood
to see a matinee showing
of the movie, “I Remember Mama.” Some of our
relatives had seen it and
highly recommended it to
us. Since it was many
years ago, I can’t recall
the cast of characters, but
I do remember the impact
that it made on me.
The story, based on the

book Mama’s Bank Account, takes place in San
Francisco. The parents
are immigrants from Norway, and the movie depicts the relationships,
struggles and joys of
their close-knit family
life. As the film opens, a
daughter narrates the story. She describes a few
events and then says, “I
remember Mama.” At
this point, the audience is
drawn into the story as it
goes back in time and
reveals her memories of

the family and, especially, Mama.
Looking back, it was
beautifully portrayed, but
I remember having tears
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Nominations—Kay Putman
Serving to Learn—Learning to Serve

Your nominations committee has been working
hard to fill the South
West District mission
team. We now have a
treasurer: Lisa King and
Communications Coordinator Becky Yager.
Becky is from Lancaster
and is helping with this
newsletter.
Lisa will be receiving
money after June 1,
2017.

Send money after June 1
to:
Lisa King
W615 Riverview Ct.
Fall River, WI 53932
Now you may be asked or
you may volunteer to
serve. We have openings
for Membership Nurture
and Outreach, Secretary
and Limitless representative (youth).

What an opportunity to be involved in mission through and
with the South West District
team. Presented with blessings
from your nominations committee: Kathy Radcliff, Pat
Galus, Judy Loveless, Mary
Friederich and Kay Putman,
Chairperson.
215 Water St. #205
Lodi, WI 53555
608-592-2294

Comments from Carol (cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

wondering what life would be like “remembering
Mama.” On the chilly evening of December 20,
2005, it became my reality. Through many wonderful memories and tears, I remember Mama.
Near the end of her life, Mother often referred to me
as her child. For instance, when I came home after a
day of teaching at UWP, she would ask, “How is my
child this afternoon?” Or the day when I retired from
the University, she said to the people near her,
“That’s my child.” I’ve come to treasure those words
because I will always be her child, and she will always be my mama. A few days after Mother’s funeral, I reread Mama’s Bank Account.
There are many Biblical references to the role of

mothers and their influences on their children. Perhaps one that is seldom referenced is in Paul’s letter to
Timothy (II Timothy 1: 5,6). “ I am reminded of your
sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and now, lives in
you.” I have no doubt that the faith of Olga Lange
lives on in me.
My sincere wish is for a happy mother’s day to all
mothers and to all women who often walk in the role
of mothers.
Blessings,
Carol Lange

Membership Nurture and Outreach—(Previous officer) Sue Plasterer
"Thank You to all our units who submitted their
membership numbers for 2016. All units listed in
the Wisconsin Conference UMW Yearbook for
2016 reported in. I enjoyed talking with those who
called and did submit your numbers for you. For
ALL United Methodist Women in the South West
District, please go online and submit your individual membership information. You can find the
database link on our UMW national home
webpage at http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ Click on the
bright blue box that is labeled myUMW. While

you are on the National website have a look around at
all the information they provide for us.
I'm looking forward to seeing you at Mission u in Wisconsin Rapids in July, our SW District UMW Annual
Gathering in Fennimore in September and our Conference UMW Annual Gathering at Waukesha First in October."
Sue Plasterer, 2016 Membership Nurture and Outreach
Coordinator.

Education and Interpretation—Eileen Bennett
Prayer Calendar
The Prayer Calendar is a celebration of community. As you participate in the Prayer Calendar’s invitations to worship, study and pray
throughout the year, you will not only be encouraged to participate in
the worldwide community of the church, but also create a loving
community right where you are. You will find in the Prayer Calendar: Daily lectionary readings, holidays and special days, prayers and
testimonials from mission personnel, and focus for your prayers on
mission projects, social justice issues, and birthday reminders. The
Prayer Calendar is a wonderful resource in your personal devotions
as well as in your unit meetings. Here is a prayer by Hannah Escalante of the Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, Texas, which
can be found in the Prayers From Around the World section of the
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2017 Prayer Calendar: “God, we
thank you for creating community
and calling it “good.” We pray to see
your image in ourselves, each other
and our community every day.
Amen.”
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Social Action—Charlene Mingst
Greetings once again from Dodgeville!! What a
beautiful spring day it is today—aren’t we all hoping
that the warm and sunny days are here to stay at last?
I hope that many of you were able to be at the Wellspring UMC in Madison on April 29, 2017 for the
Spiritual Growth Retreat. The day’s activities
planned and led by Michele Hopp, our Spiritual
Growth Coordinator was truly a “spirit-filled” experience. The theme for the event was “What Is God
Calling YOU To Do”. We were blessed to hear four
of our South West District Team leaders speak to us
about their own personal call to be of service to United Methodist Women. Their stories were truly heartfelt and inspirational. Later in the day Michele led us
through the books of Jonah and Esther and I was
struck as to how relevant both of these stories are to
the work of UMW and to our Social Action/Current
Justice Issues. I know that I have, at times, been a
little hesitant, like Jonah to be obedient. I have witnessed women who, like Esther, listened and acted
on these words spoken by her relative Mordecai:
“Who knows, perhaps you have come to your royal
position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14b) Her
subsequent actions saved the Jews from slaughter at
the hands of the wicked Haman. Thankfully, our organization has had many spirit-led women who reacted in the manner of Esther in the past almost 150
years, saving millions of people from untold miseries
of one kind or another.
On another topic, please make sure that your church
is receiving a copy of our response magazine and
bring it to the attention of your congregation. It is a
wonderful way to tell everyone about the work of
UMW. In the May, 2017 issue read accounts of
women who have answered the call to put their
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“Faith, Hope, and Love in Action” to work in United
Methodist Women mission projects. The article “More
Than a Line” by Paul Jeffery explains some of the challenges faced daily by the people living on the U.S.-Mexico border in south Texas. Another story is about
Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky. This is the
largest United Methodist mission in the U.S. serving
more than 10,000 people annually. Read about the experiences of Native American Christians in an article
written by Patsy Eyachabbe; and the special challenges
of the women in the Alaska Conference. This magazine
is a great way to make our church families aware of the
work that we support with our mission dollars.
When we read about people who are having serious water quality and supply issues we most often think about
the problems seen in third-world countries. However,
when we read or heard about the residents of Flint,
Michigan being subjected to years of lead-contaminated
drinking water the problem, we now realize, is much
closer to home. In the April 2017 issue of “Catch the
Vision” our Wisconsin Conference UMW President
Laura Pfeffer writes that she is involved in organizing
an event sponsored by the Commission on Native
Americans from the North Central Jurisdiction. She and
several others are planning a Water Summit –Why Water Matters –to be held in Minneapolis, MN on Nov.-16
-18, 2017. More information can be found at
www.facebook.com/WhyWaterMatters. For more on
the subject of access to clean water within the U.S. go
to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/unthinkableundrinkable.
Submitted by Charlene Mingst, South West District Social Action Coordinator
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South West District
United Methodist Women

W10132 Koltes Rd
Lodi, WI 53555

Communications
As you have read (see nominations report) we have a
new District Communications Coordinator. You can
reach Becky Yager at:
10787 Cty Rd K
Lancaster, WI 53813
608-723-7451 (H)
608-778-0706 (C)
byager@chorus.net

Calendar

July 24—27 Mission u Four Day School, Hotel Mead
in Wisconsin Rapids
July 28—Mission u Overview Day, Hotel Mead in
Wisconsin Rapids
September 1—Reading lists due to District Secretary of
Program Resources
September 23 District Celebration/Annual Gathering at
Fennimore UMC
October 1—Officer lists due to District
October 20-21 Conference Annual Gathering at
If you received an email copy of this newsletter and Waukesha: First UMC
wish to receive a hard copy or have any other quesNovember 11—District Day of Enrichment at Portage
tions or needs related to this issue of “Mission Matters”, please contact Laura Pfeffer (interim Communi- UMC
cations Coordinator)
December 1—Mission Tasks report due to District Education and Interpretation Coordinator
pfeffer.umw@gmail.com
December 10—Pledge money due to District Treasurer
608-592-5228

