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THE PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.
_______________________________________________________________________________

From Your President
Happy spring time! It will be here shortly!! Another year is rolling on and we have had our Spring Day
of Enrichmen. We hope that you came away refreshed and informed. Did you like our new format
for the afternoon? We thought this would be a great way to share some of the needs and learnings
that have been offered at last year's Mission u and some of the other Conference meetings.
Now of course we are on to our next big gathering....Mission u 2015. I believe we have some vital
topics and very good presenters. Do plan to have a least two of you members attend so they can
bring back some of the vital information to your local group. Note the information about it in this
WEAVER. Always remember that if you would like one of us from the District Team to present some
of this in one form or another just let us know. We would be most happy to do this... or any other
questions you would like answered.
I surely do hope that as you receive this WEAVER, and each WEAVER, you take a little time at one
of your meetings to discuss and point out important items and plan for their use. We do work hard
to keep you informed and feeling a part of our wonderful group. You are all a very special group of
ladies.... in mission.... spreading the word of Jesus Christ.
Have a Happy Summer and keep up your good work for the Lord!
Take care and God bless......
evio31@outlook.com
715 354-3197

Evie

_______________________________________________________________________

From the Vice President: Terry Giles
As I was trying to come up with something to write for the Weaver, the word TRUST kept popping
into my head along with the Bible verse about “ God has a plan for you”. I looked up that verse and it
states; “For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future”, Jeremiah 29:11. I have used that verse along my life’s
journey and it is comforting to know that God has plans for even me. The problem is it is often times
hard for me to recognize what God’s plan for me really is. Sometimes I make a choice on my own ~
but I try to justify that choice as being God’s plan for me.
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(Vice President – continued from page 2)

Throughout the years I have experienced several situations where I really can see God at work in my
life. I feel accepting the position as Chippewa District UMW Vice President is one of those times
where I am following God’s plan rather than my own will.
I haven’t been a part of UMW for very long, so what qualifies me to jump right in as District Vice
President? The answer is “ABSOLUTLY NOTHING AT ALL!” I am confident that the Good Lord will
provide me with everything I need to do the job. He has provided me with what I needed in many
situations throughout my life. Each and every time I step beyond my comfort zone, is a step I take in
TRUSTING God. I’m not in this alone…. God is right there by my side every step of the way.
Do you TRUST that God has a plan for you? What has He been asking you to do? Do you have the
courage to take that first step in the pursuit of that plan He has for you? Think about these questions
and as you ponder what it is God has planned for you ~ find the courage to take that first step and
trust that God will provide everything you need to prosper, find hope and a future in His will.
Remember ~ with God all things are possible.
Terry Giles
_______________________________________________________________________

GREETINGS FROM YOUR SECRETARY
Spring has arrived with its promise of renewal in nature. The snow has melted and the spring rains
are welcomed. We look forward to activities outdoors-- walking, raking, gardening. We are alert to
the possibility of storms which can bring destruction.
The Christian life is like that….renewal promised, joy abounding, and also storms.
As we learn about our sister churches in California dealing with the threat of rationing water for daily
use, our thoughts and prayers are with them. Government rules regarding use of water for car
washing, gardening, lawn growth, laundry, kitchen and bathroom needs are in the process of
enactment. WATER IS PRECIOUS!
In baptism we are reminded again of the gift of water. ”Pour out your Holy Spirit, and by this gift of
water call to our remembrance the grace declared to us in our baptism.”
As Pastor Ed Zager once said, ”All water is holy”. We must regard it as such.
GREEN CHURCH by Rebekah Simon-Peter, from the 2012 UMW reading program, challenges us to
action in Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling God’s gifts to us especially in the responsible use of
water.
I am looking forward to seeing many of you at MISSION u in July!
Janet M. Knutson CDUMW Secretary
P.O. Box 12
Star Prairie, WI 54026
rjknutson@frontiernet.net
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Our District Treasurer
Happy Mother’s Day! What a wonderful opportunity to reflect on, pray for and thank God for the
many women who have enriched our lives. God willing, may we continue to encourage each other
with love and forgiveness as we do the tasks God sets before us. A smile and a hug are heartwarming gifts appreciated by all.
Rice Lake’s First UMW was the first unit in the Chippewa District to contribute to the Legacy Fund.
Lewis Memorial UMW was the second unit. Thank you! Will your unit be the 3 rd to contribute?
Thank you, everyone, for your generous donations to Benjamin’s House, our mission outreach
project for Spring Day of Enrichment. Any unit still wanting to make a donation may do so by mailing
a check to me. Write “Benjamin House” on the memo line and I will forward the funds to them.
A question I have been asked by units is, “Can the money in the local UMW unit’s treasury be used
to help support and maintain the local church”? In most cases the answer is “No”. However, your
unit will have to make that decision.
Money in the UMW treasury should not be used to pay for the church’s electric bill, the purchase of
church office supplies, nor for stocking the kitchen, for example. Church funds should be used for
such items.
UMW fund should be designated and used for mission projects which support women, children,
youth and the elderly. Members of the UMW unit can assist the local church with fund raising
projects. Decide before the event whether the funds raised will be designated for the church or for
UMW mission projects. Perhaps the funds can be divided between the two. Always keep the money
in the UMW treasury separate from the money in the church treasury.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. I would be glad to assist
you. God bless you all.
“Dear Lord, for all you do in our lives, we praise you. May we show others your love and goodness
so that they will praise you too. Amen”
Robin Peterson, Treasurer
3487 120 th St, Frederic WI 54837
rlhula@yahoo.com
715-653-2382
_______________________________________________________________________
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follows through with their reporting, the officers do
not need to follow up with several phone calls,
letters, and e-mails. THANK YOU!!

Education and Interpretation
Coodinator
Happy Spring!! As I write this article, we have just
experienced the memories, joys, thankfulness,
challenge, and hopefulness of Easter. We
experience the same through our participation in
UMW Mission work and programing. I have three
things I’d like to bring to your attention, not
necessarily in order of importance as they are all
very important.

Suzanne Heabler, E & I

Quilt Squares

1-I hope you are all using the Mission Today Task
2015 sheets to plan your programming and
activities. Copies have been in your packets from
our Annual Gathering in September, 2014, also in
the February, 2015 WEAVER and in the packets
at Spring Day of Enrichment from April, 2015. If
you still do not have one please let me know and I
will get one to you.

I received no responses about the squares which
were displayed at our Fall Meeting in Cumberland.
At our team meeting in March, it was decided that
the squares made in 1991 for “The Year of the
Child” would be cut apart and sold at Spring Day
of Enrichment for $5 each, with the money going
2-All of you have “Sisters” on our District UMW
to missions. By the time you receive this, that will
Team and they or anyone else on the team are
have happened. If you didn’t attend and wish to
anxious to visit all of you. We treasure each unit have yours, contact me and let’s see how you can
and would dearly love to spend some time with all make arrangements. My phone number is 715of you!!!!!!! We can; just visit, present a program, 455-1471 or email at obbender@chibardun.net.
install officers, answer questions or listen to
concerns, and always, always, learn from you.
Enjoy your summer!
PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR DESIRE
Barbara Bender,
TO BE WITH YOU. Again, if you do not know
Historian
who your sister might be, let me know.
3-At various times during the year, your units are
asked to fill out several forms for the different
offices and activities. These forms are very vital
for the District and Conference to function!! No
one enjoys paper work, however, we need the
information from ALL of you.

Social Action

Climate Justice and Sustainability

I would like to encourage everyone to go on the
General Board of Church and Society website:
http://umchealthyfamilies.org/pressroom/blog/hfhp-co-hosts-webinar-on** When you file your Mission Today form I will
need it as complete and detailed as possible. We intersections-of-women-climate for the audio and
are trying many new things this year and will want powerpoint slides from the January 28 th webinar:
Sacred Worth, Sacred Earth: Intersections of
to involve all and learn from all. By sharing with
me, I ‘may’ be able to give you credit for a project Women and Climate.
even if it may not seem to fit into a listed task. We
Ruby Dow participated in this and found it very
will be looking at each form submitted and
checking to see how it reflects our UMW Purpose. helpful information.
These forms come to me later this year, but I
Jean Kissack
wanted to express how significant your reports are
Social Action Coordinator
for me and all other officers throughout the year.
The WEAVER usually has all the forms and dates
you will need at the appropriate times, or the
officer will send you what is needed. If every Unit
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Membership Nurture and Outreach Bonus book). She came from a poor beginning
and went on to win an Olympic medal at the age
Coordinator

of 22. As a coach her team won many trophies.
As she matures she develops Alzheimers. She
deals with her memory challenges in a dignified
way and gradually retires. Inspiring!

Another of God's beautiful Wisconsin winters has
passed leaving GREEN!!! I have received 100%
feedback from the 2014 Census forms; thank you.

Don’t forget to keep track of the books you read
on the reading list.
Billie LaBumbard
missionbillie@gmail.com
715 635 7045

The churches with no units have also been
contacted but no news in that area yet. As
several units within our district are struggling with
membership numbers and participation, we need
to keep in contact with them with our prayers and
help; especially with our sister units. I have been
able to set up 2 visits so far and am looking
forward to meeting them.

Wow!
What He Did For You and For Me!

We will be receiving 2 new units January 1, 2016;
Montana and Whitehall who are down in
Trempeauleau County. An informational packet
will be put together for them, introducing our
Chippewa District (Northwest Dist as of 1/1/16).
Please feed me ideas of what would be good
information for those packets. Pictures would be
very helpful also.

Recently, I attended one day of a three day class
that I want to take but couldn’t due to
commitments during this season of our church
year. Of all things the class was on Polity of the
United Methodist Church. The pastor leading that
session read John 3:16 and looked at us and said
“Wow! Say Wow! No, say, WOW!. No, SAY

Blessings to all and continue to spread the good
news of Christ and the United Methodist Women's WOW! SAY WOW! Do you get what HE
role in that good news.
did for me? For me! For me? For me?” For you?
Rita Stearns
For you? For You? For You?” There was, of
course, much more said in that few minutes but
WE WEPT! It will be many years, probably,
Program Resource Secretary
before I can read that verse and the verses
surrounding it without doing so.
So, as I read again a book called Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time by Marcus Borg, and
then read the book of John from beginning to end
again perhaps I will truly be able to fathom His
Happy Springtime! I have ordered more books for
journey and its purpose – Grace for you and for
Spring Day of Enrichment. I Hope they all come.
me.
Please come and buy them or look them over and
then get them through your library.
With the weight of the world - of the sins and all of
us sinners on HIM, He knowingly took that
I’ve been challenged to read the books on the
journey! Read John again from beginning to end
2015 reading list. I have been keeping my
and think again about what He has given for us
librarian and my e-reader busy.
every step of that book. And say
A couple of books I have read have expanded
my knowledge and world. I recommend “What’s
Liz Dempsey
so blessed about being poor? Seeking the Gospel
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
in the Slums of Kenya” by Susan Slavin and
Coralis Lalvador (2015 Education for Mission -

WOW!
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Little Women of Faith

In a previous WEAVER, we had an article about
our new “Little Women of Faith”. We are proud of
them and we felt an update was in order! There
are now nine young women and it is a very active
group. They have made Easter baskets for the
Harbor House Shelter guests, are involved in a
Bible study that will count towards their UMW
reading program, and had fun painting fingers and
toes to members of the congregation, men
included!! This was to earn money for their
mission project, Imagine No Malaria. THANK
YOU LITTLE WOMEN OF FAITH!!

Learning through UMW reading program
Inovative ideas
Time spent with family and friends
Trusting God will be there for them
Learning lifetime lessons
Enjoying trying new things
Worship together
On hands help for church functions
Making a difference
Encouraging other young people
New Friendships are made
Outside activities to enjoy
Finding new ways to help others

2015
CALENDAR
June 6 – Team Meeting at Medford UMC,
Medford
July 20 - 24 4-day Mission u Studies at Westwood
Conference Center, Wausau
July 24 Mission u Overview Day at Westwood
Conference Center, Wausau
August 8 – Team Meeting at Menomonie UMC
September 19 – Chippewa District Annual
Gathering Menomonie UMC
October 23 – 24 Conference Annual Gathering at
Lake Street – Eau Claire
December 5 – Christmas Team luncheon at TBA

Mission u

Fun! Fun! Fun!

Westwood Conference Center
Wausau, Wisconsin
July 20 -24 4-day Mission u
July 24 Mission u Overview Day

Allowing others to help them

Interact with congregation
Thinking of others first
Help younger children to love God

MISSION u STUDIES

Superior Faith UMW

Spiritual Growth:
Created For Happiness: Understanding Your
Life in God
Geographic:
Latin America: People and Faith
Social Issue:
The Church and People With Disabilities

"If you want to make good use of your time, you've got
to know what's most important and then give it all
you've got." Lee Iacocca
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pstrandberg1367@charter.net
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TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEAVER ON-LINE, at no cost, please
e-mail the address below and indicate that you wish to start receiving
the WEAVER by e-mail.

_____________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE______ZIP___________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

NAME _______________________________ UMW UNIT___________

Please print and include with donation:

Marion Strandberg, WEAVER editor
1101 Weather Ridge Rd.
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715/497-5317

All unit Presidents, Vice-presidents, Treasurers and Secretaries will
receive the WEAVER at no cost. Any other Unit officers or members
who wish to receive the WEAVER may subscribe to it by sending a
donation of $3.00 (3 issues a year) along with your name and address
to the address below. Please make checks payable to the Chippewa
District UMW.

Published 3 times a year by the Chippewa District of The United
Methodist Women of Wisconsin. Feel free to reproduce these
materials.

Trinity United Methodist Church
201 W. Central St.
Chippewa Fall, WI 54729
Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE
PAID
Chippewa Falls,WI
Permit No. 266

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

