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Are You Growing? 
  

            One of the hardest things for me to do is write an article for the newsletter. Some people find this so easy 
to do, but for me it is not that way at all. I have ideas that I want to get across to those to whom I am writing, 
but I can’t seem to get the words in the right order - especially when I am asking for something. 
            The question I have for you is “are you growing?”, “are you stretching your mind and your abilities?” You 
are probably asking yourself – “what does Mary want now?” Well, I do want something! Maybe I should say I 
“need” something. 
            Winnebago District needs people to step up and take an office on the district team. I wrote in the 
February newsletter how it took me a while before I took the leap of faith and said “yes.” And I am so glad I did! 
It has been a wonderful experience for me all of these years, meeting so many nice people, making new friends, 
venturing to places that I had never been before. And my confidence grew as I went along. Not that I have been 
perfect in everything that I have done – I can never say that. But along the way there have been so many people 
who have helped me in one way or another. 
            It might seem impossible to you that you can take an office in Winnebago District. But, there are training 
sessions to help you in your job. And there are always people you can call or email if you have a question or a 
problem. Can you take a leap of faith and say yes? 
            The district is looking for a president, secretary, vice-president, people for the nominations committee 
and a historian. Please look at these offices, think about them, pray about them, and then give me a call (920-
766-5077) or email me at mftrettin@baycomwi.com and let me know that you will be a part of the district team 
for 2015. 

  
                                       Mary Trettin, District President 
 

 

 
 

 

Did you know a quarter of a million women around the world die each year during pregnancy 

and childbirth because they lack access to a proper health facility or to health workers? Did you know many of them 

have no say in their own reproductive health? Last April at Assembly UMW and UMCOR announced that they are 

joining together to raise awareness of the issue.  They will be using their partnership to strengthen the maternal health 

progams that have a track record of success. 
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TREASURER 
 

It’s that time of year again when we start washing windows and 
curtains, plowing and planting, sprucing up flower beds and then relaxing in 
the nice fresh sunshine. 

It’s also a good time to start planning for U.M.W.  Does your local unit have activities that will attract 
younger women?  Are you prepared to take on any added responsibilities?  How about attending Mission u, 
District and/or Conference Annual Gatherings?  Can you budget your time to attend the Nicolet-Winnebago 
Districts Retreat next spring?  These are all very good events.  Much can be learned by attending any (or all) of 
them.  Another wonderful benefit of attending these functions is meeting new people and making new like-
minded friends.  Members of United Methodist Women are great! 

Do any of you have questions about the treasurer’s duties?  Are you confused about which forms to 
send in and when?  If so, give me a call.  I’m here to help.  Or if you would rather I make a visit to you and/or 
your unit, I’m sure I could arrange that, also.  I’m sure most of you know that Special Mission Recognition pins 
are now $40.00 each; and when ordering, you must fill out a Special Mission Recognition Form accompanied by 
a Remittance Form.  Remember, I send my report in to Conference on the 17th of each month; so if you need to 
receive credit for your remittance in a particular month (or if your SMR pin order needs to go out in that month), 
I need to receive your remittance by the 15th or 16th of the month. 

I hope you have a wonderful summer filled with fun times, memory-making times, planning times and 
time to relax in God’s great outdoors.  Blessings to all. 

 
Bev Kimble, Treasurer 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
 
I had the great pleasure of attending Assembly 2014 in Louisville, KY this past April.  It was my first time, and it 
was a fantastic experience!  I was most impressed by the 95 National Mission Institutions that United Methodist 
Women support throughout the United States.  I heard some of their executive Directors tell about their 
mission, how it started, and how it operates today.  United Methodist Women have such a wonderful impact in 
the lives of others!  I also met a missionary from Thailand and learned about the mission there and their work to 
impact the lives of those caught up in Human Trafficking and Sexual Abuse.   I met other UMW members from 
other states, and even other countries.  The worship services were vibrant and exciting. The music team and 
worship team were great, and guests that offered their own interpretations during the service made it truly 
unique.   
As United Methodist Women we have the unique opportunity to impact the lives of others going through 
difficult times.  My $10 donation by itself is just a pittance.  But, together with the $10 donations from the other 
800,000 members – that is a ton of money!!  Imagine how many people we could help with that!  
I have digressed from my usual “Communications” news.  But I wanted to share some of my thoughts on 
Assembly.  Thanks for listening.  Now, Winnebago District, go out and “MAKE IT HAPPEN!” 
 
Val Caldwell 
(920) 933-3756 
valorie.caldwell@yahoo.com 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
As I sit here I wonder how to put in words the meaning of God’s Love for us.  All I need to do is look around me.  
I see my family, husband, children and grandchildren. I listen to the voices of my past and remember the love 
that has been shown to me.  I think of many ways that I can reach out to the person beside me, on the other end 
of the phone, in my Sunday School class, at church and people that I meet in the stores. I appreciate the smile 
from a stranger and pass it on to the next person I see.  I praise God for everything! in my life.  I can only hope to 
pass on and hold on to the glories of His grace and love and to give it to all I pass on my life journey.  Please walk 
along with me and let me know what you find.  If you need to be put on a prayer list please call me at (920) 303-
0316. 
 
Linda Bartotti 
 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE, OUTREACH 
 
 Have you had a chance to read UMW’s General Secretary 
Harriet Jane Olson’s column, Responsively Yours, on page 5 of the May 2014 issue of Response? She outlines 
how our organization is different from other groups. She describes why UMW has existed for 145 years while 
other women’s groups have disappeared. As you are talking with your own members and contacting others to 
become actively associated with your group (groups), her column is a great resource.  
 Shirley Carpenter is Conference Coordinator for Membership Nurture Outreach. Her column on page 5 
in the November 2013, Catch the Vision, provides information about membership guidelines and mission 
activities. Each church office is sent a copy of the Winnebago District Newslettter (WINN-D) and the Conference 
newsletter, (CATCH THE VISION) (Some are sent via E-mail).These are both to be shared with your organization. 
Please ask to see them as this is the way your District Team communicates with you. 
 Please remember to maintain a monthly listing of active members as well as those who have just joined 
your group, moved, become inactive or are deceased during 2014. That way you can prepare an updated report 
on your membership for the year 2014 when you are contacted in January 2015 for those figures. Please 
remember that whatever number of members you reported for December 31, 2014 will become the number of 
active members listed in the January 1, 2015 line for that year’s report. The reports are for the preceding year. 
Confused? Come to the October 4th Winnebago District Gathering at First United Methodist Church in Oshkosh. 
Membership Nurture Outreach coordinators will have a time period to share ideas and ask questions. 
 In the next WINN-D there will be a form for you to list the names of any of your members who have 
passed away since our October 5, 2013 District Gathering. During our 2014 District Gathering a memorial service 
will be held as a remembrance of their commitment to your UMW organization. 
 If you need further information please contact me.  God bless you in your leadership commitment. 
            
            Rachel Benton , 1731 White Swan Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901-3126 
           Telephone: 920 .231.7724     E mail: bentonr1430@yahoo.com 
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MISSION U IS COMING UP JULY 28!  MAKE SURE TO SEND YOUR 

REGISTRATION IN.  IT CAN BE FOUND LATER IN THIS PUBLICATION. 

 

 

 

 

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES 

2 Kings 23:2  
The king went up to the house of the LORD and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem with him, and the priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great; and he 
read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the 
LORD. 

Are we living in a time when reading a book is being replaced by “reading” the computer? Our children 
are spending more time on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and surfing the internet.  One would think that 
those activities take away from the time that was previously allotted to reading a book.  According to 
an article by Clean Cut Media, just the opposite is true!  With the popularity of the IPad, Kindle and 
eBooks, it is much easier to read a book.  It is more portable, less bulky to take with you.  It is easier to 
order them over the internet than to have to go to the local bookstore.  Who would have thought! 

I have attached the Reading Program Report form.  Please remember to get these back to me by 
August 31 so that I have time to get your Reading Program Awards ready for our Annual Gathering in 
October. 

Reading Blissfully, 

Val Caldwell 
(920) 933-3756 
vcaldwell571@charter.net 
 

 

Did you know:  The earliest forms of written communication originated in Sumer, located in southern 
Mesopotamia in 8000 BCE? 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumer
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN READING PROGRAM 

Reading Program Year: _____________ 
Name of your church:  __________________________________________ 
Number of Members in your Unit: ______________ 
Name, address, telephone number, e-mail of person filling out report:                                                      
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME PLAN TITLE OF BOOK & 

PROGRAM YR  

CATEGORY MAGAZINES 

     

      

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

    

Categories:  SG:  Spiritual Growth; EM:  Education for Mission; LD:  Leadership Development; NC:  

Nuturing for Community; SA:  Social Action 
Return form to :  Valorie Caldwell, 318 Rose Avenue, Fond du Lac, Wi  54935, (920) 933-3756 (evenings & 

weekends), vcaldwell571@charter.net 

 

DEADLINE FOR RETURNING FORM:  AUGUST 31 
This form is for the reading program report for your unit. You can list the name of each 

member that participated and the names of the books they have read. Also indicate the year 

that the book was listed in the reading program. 

There are 4 plans available, please indicate if plan 1, 2, 3 or 4 has been chosen. 

mailto:vcaldwell571@charter.net
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Please indicate which magazines you have read, Response and/or New World Outlook 

(NWO) 

If 10% of your unit members have completed one of the plans during 2014 you will 

receive your Reading Award at the Winnebago District Annual Meeting. 

NAME PLAN TITLE OF BOOK & 

PROGRAM YR  

CATEGORY MAGAZINES 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Categories:  SG:  Spiritual Growth; EM:  Education for Mission; LD:  Leadership Development; NC:  

Nuturing for Community; SA:  Social Action 
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MISSION COORDINATIOR FOR SOCIAL ACTION 
SHARON KARDOSKEE 

 
At our January team meeting we selected three current issues to address during the next three years: 
 
1. How has UMW made a difference? 

2. Where does our money go? What missions do we support? 

3. We will explore how UMW helps the UM Children’s Services in Milwaukee. 

 
United Methodist Children’s Service Quick Facts 
 
United Methodist Children’s Services was organized in 1962 and has been serving women, children, 

and families for 52 years. 

 

Their fund has nearly budgeted $1 million dollars ($996,577) through a variety of sources. The 

Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church provides $145,250. Individual United 

Methodist Churches and UMW provided $101,000. Foundations and other grants provided $193,000. 

Donations of food, clothing, and other supplies totaled $250,000. Program fees and reimbursements 

covered $ 211,000. Individual donors accounted for $ 90,000.   

 
Programs 
 
Transitional Living Program- This program provides safe, affordable housing, on-site social services, and 

child care. This program is designed to enable low income, single parent families to become 

economically self-sufficient. The women receive education, goals for future employment, finance, and 

personal issues.   

 

Family Resource Center- We distribute emergency food and clothing to low income individuals and 

families through our family resource center. UMCS is a member of the Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee 

Food Pantry Network and is the largest emergency food pantry site in Milwaukee County. 

 
UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Based upon our fundamental belief in God’s love, United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin, 

Inc. values the dignity, potential, and worth of each individual, and creates a nurturing environment 

and sense of community in which miracles happen. 
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Other Ways You Can Help 

We can collect and donate the following needed items: 
 

Cash or gift cards Household cleaning 
solutions  

Laundry detergent Shaving 
cream 

Bar soap and toiletries Feminine hygiene 
products 

Men’s and women’s 
razors 

Toilet tissue 

Toothpaste and 
toothbrushes 

Diapers Non- abrasive bathroom 
cleaner 

School 
supplies 

 

We can conduct a food drive: 
 

All-in-one pancake 
mix 

Beef stew and canned 
soups  

Canned fruits and 
vegetables 

Mac & 
Cheese 

Baked beans Breakfast cereal  Canned tuna Rice    

                    
 
Our United Methodist Women's mission statement is about supporting women and children at home 

and abroad. Please consider supporting the United Methodist Children’s Services organization. 

Please continue taking PICTURES of your service project for our District annual gathering on October 4, 

2014. 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION 
 
Presidents of all units – keep a list of projects you are doing this year so when December comes you 
will know how to fill out your Mission Today form. The Mission Today guidelines are later in this 
newsletter.  Have a great summer, and take care of yourselves.  God Bless you All! 
We can give without loving, but we can’t love without giving. 
 
Betty Eichstedt 
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To become a MISSION TODAY Unit, the unit must meet eight of the following criteria, 
including four of those marked with an asterisk (*) 

. 

1. Use the Prayer Calendar at each general meeting to pray for mission workers and Projects.* 

2. The unit will make and meet its Pledge to Mission.* 

3. The unit will add at least one new member to its roll.* 

4. The unit will have at least one member subscribe to response magazine.* 

5. The unit will use two programs from the Program Book for United Methodist Women each year.* 

6. The unit or circle will conduct at least one mission study a year.* 

7. The unit will implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least one way during the year.* 

Some suggested plans of action: 

 Plan a unit meeting with a different racial/ethnic background, using programs from the Program 

Book.  

 Use Program plan for Charter prepared by Conference. 

 Share worship service or meeting with speaker of another culture. 

8. At least one member of the unit (other than a conference or district officer) will attend the 

Conference School of Christian Mission 

9. At least two members (other than a conference or district officer) will attend the District Meeting or 

Conference Annual Gathering. 

10. The unit will have a least one person join the United Methodist Women’s Action Network to receive 

and respond to legislative information. Web address: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/act/network/ 

11. Members will write or Email to five persons listed in the Prayer Calendar each year. 

12. The unit will participate in the Campaign for Children in at least two ways. 

Possibilities for action:  

 Help sponsor a church or community program related to children and youth needs.  

 Sponsor a Children’s Sabbath, promoted by the Children’s Defense Fund.  

 Get involved with children in mentoring, tutoring and “big sisters” programs.  

 Write letters, e-mail, or call congressional representatives and/or others in government regarding 

children’s issues.  

 Visit your local schools.  

 Attend a school board meeting.  

 Learn how our schools are funded. 

13. The unit will be a Five Star unit, contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving. 

14. Each unit or circle will include a response magazine moment where an item from the magazine will 

be lifted up as a way to tell the mission story. 

15. Have at least two people from the unit, circle or subgroup complete one of the Reading Program 

Plans and report on one of the books read; encourage all members to complete Plan One, have a book 

review program. 

16. The unit will invite a district or conference officer, other than that of a member of the unit, to one of 

the unit meetings during the year. 

17. Make a pledge to care for God’s creation and become a “Green” United Methodist Women unit (Get 

information on How to Become a Green Unit at http://www.umwonline.org/environment or contact 

Women’s Division Community Action. 

18. Hold a Mini-Spiritual Growth Retreat. See Program Book for ideas. 

19. Unit to contribute at least $25.00 for School of Christian Mission. 
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Deaconesses Consecrated in Assembly Closing Worship 
by Yvette Moore 

 
Bishop Cynthia Harvey commissions one of the deaconesses.  

Twenty-six women from 18 conferences were consecrated as United Methodist deaconesses during the closing plenary 

worship of the United Methodist Women’s “Make It Happen!”• Assembly in Louisville, Ky., April 27. 

Deaconesses and Home Missioners are women and men called by God to lay vocations in a lifetime relationship in The 

United Methodist Church. Their work alleviates suffering, eradicates causes of injustice and all that robs life of dignity 

and worth, facilitates the development of full human potential, and shares in building global community through the 

church universal. 

“This class of deaconesses reflects the strength and unity found in the diversity of those who are called to ministries of 

love, justice and service,” said Becky Louter, executive of United Methodist Women’s Office of Deaconess and Home 

Missioner program. Among the deaconesses being consecrated during Assembly will be Jolynn “Jody”• Bullard 

Halstead of Central United Methodist Church in Asheville, N.C., who knew early on that her work as a registered nurse 

at the city’s Haywood Street Respite was more than a day job. 

“I have a need to be in uncomfortable places,”• she said, explaining that she learned about the deaconess service track 

while leading Bible study in a local jail. “I’ve known for a while I was to be in mission but didn’t know where.”• 

When she started working with the Reconciling Haywood Street United Methodist mission church’s respite for 

homeless adults recently discharged from hospitals, her calling became clear. “All these things God put in my way 

seem to make it clear that I belong, I fit in at Haywood Respite,”• she said. “I’m a RN and faith a community nurse, 

and I’m in mission,” Ms. Halstead said. 

Printed from the UMW Website. 

 

 

 

 

 

The past president of Wisconsin Conference, Judy Vasby, was among those consecrated.  She is the 

Coordinator of Caring Ministries, Willerup United Methodist Church, Cambridge, Wis. Congratulations 

Judy and many blessings for your future as a Deaconess! 
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                      Four-Day Mission U 

Scholarships (contact Registrar for more info): 

 Available for first-time attendees. 

 Available for Teen Women. 

 Clergy scholarships available for newly ordained 
pastors. 

 Continuing Education Credits available for pastors. 

 Layspeaking/Layservant credit available for laity. 
2013 young women and their mentors.        

                2014 Dean, Dee Klawitter and 
            Assistant Dean Gail Burgess 

           

Support for Northcott Neighborhood House 
This year Northcott Neighborhood House is 

designated as our Mission u mission project. 

We are asking you to collect money from 

your local organizations and bring it to 

Mission u to help support the projects and 

services of Northcott Neighborhood House. 
 

Northcott Neighborhood House, Inc, a multi-purpose community center, was established in 1961 through the 
initiative of United Methodist Women. It is a National Mission Institution serving as many as 10,000 people per year 
through its location at 2460 North 6th Street in Milwaukee. In addition to clothing and food distribution, Northcott 
continues to provide recreational activities for children and youth, summer camp, a computer lab, GED tutoring and 
Fresh Start home construction and training for young men and women. The Head Start program formerly housed at 
Northcott was discontinued in 2013. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Additional Information for Four-Day Mission u: 

• Air-conditioned meeting rooms, plenary room and hotel rooms. 

• Handicap accessible meeting rooms, plenary room and hotel rooms. 

• Hotel accommodations are included in your registration for Four-Day Mission u. 

• Shuttle service between the Fairfield Inn & Suites and the Westwood Conference Center. 

• More information on mission projects, as well as internet access in the Learning Center. 

• Choice Time activities throughout the week. 

Overview Day 

Unable to take four days off of work or out of your busy weekday schedule to attend Four-Day Mission u? 

Or just can’t afford to spend money on one more vacation this year? Join us on Friday, August 1st for 

Overview Day. This day is jam-packed with information and also includes a fantastic meal served in the 

dining room at the Westwood Conference Center. Overview Day is just that—an overview of selected bits 

and pieces of information from the three mission studies offered at Four- Day Mission u. Overview Day 

takes place in the spacious plenary room with a full-sized projector screen for presentations by the study 

leaders. There is also worship, singing and fellowship. 

YoMiCa - July 27th - August 1st 
Yo-mi-ca is a fun, energy-filled, game playing, friend making, God praising, tie dyeing, mission learning, 
marshmallow roasting, good time had by all camp! Yo-mi-ca stands for Youth Missions Camp and coincides 
with the United Methodist Women’s Mission u. We spend the week living in cabins and learning about 
different missions all while having fun and making lifelong friends. Starts Sunday at 3:30pm and ends Friday at 
2:30pm with a special presentation for family and friends. Leaders: Tim and Kara Finley, and United 
Methodist Women. See http://www.wiumcamps.org/elementarycamps.html for more information. 

http://www.wiumcamps.org/elementarycamps.html
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