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THE PURPOSE

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive

fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in                          
the global ministries of the church.              

 _______________________________________________________________________________

From Your President
Another year has rolled around and I wish you a very Happy and prosperous New Year! Let's make 
this a year with more enthusiasm and vigor-- not just another "same ol, same ol".  As we look into the
Gospel I'm sure that Jesus was very often tired and disappointed with the response he received, but 
he didn't give up. He kept right on going; preaching and healing. I know, as we grow older we have a 
tendency to get tired and fall into the feeling of "Why can't somebody else carry on??”.  But that was 
not Jesus' plan. We need to exhibit our industry and enthusiasm for spreading the Good News and 
helping those in need with a cheerful manor. Happiness and good spirit is catching and so let us try 
to get others to follow in our good work. As we grow older we need others to take up the United 
Methodist Women banner and continue our good work. If we want others to follow we must 
broadcast the importance of the work we do.  Do you put forth the new plans and emphasis that our 
growth is developing? Where do we learn about this--- By coming to our District Gatherings is a good
place to start. Spring Day of Enrichment is coming up on April 19th and it will be held at the Rice 
Lake United Methodist Church. Watch for more information as you check through this 
Weaver.....Bring a friend! Maybe one who hasn't yet attended one of our gatherings. "Try it, you'll like
it"!  I'll be looking for you!

Again, have the happiest and best New Year ever!

                                                                                                             Evie O'Neil, president

                                                                                                             evio31@outlook.com
                                                                                                             715-354-3197

Vice President 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given us.  

                                   -Romans 12:6

My name is Terry Giles and I am the Vice President of the Chippewa District UMW.  I am relatively 
new to the UMW organization and have been amazed by the awesome group of women on the 
Chippewa District Team.  I am learning so much from them and I’d like to thank them for welcoming 
me to the Team.  God continues to choose ordinary women to do His work.  Each one of us have 
been given a unique gift according to His grace ~ but together He has created an amazing TEAM.
Another thing that has amazed me is the uniqueness of the Chippewa District.  Geographically we 
are the largest district in the Wisconsin Conference.  The Chippewa District includes Superior, 
Ashland, Medford, Eau Claire down to Alma and then follows the Wisconsin/Minnesota border back 
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Vice President continued from page 2

up to Superior.  We are also very diverse population within those boundaries.  Meeting the needs of 
both Urban and Rural churches at the same time can be quite a challenge.  

Something else that is unique about the Chippewa District is that we have Harbor House in Superior. 
Not every district has a Methodist Institution within their borders.  We need to celebrate that we have 
one so close to home. Rev. Barbara Certa-Werner, Executive Director of Harbor House will be our 
keynote speaker at the 2015 Spring Day of Enrichment.  She will also be sharing ways we, as local 
UMW units, can partner with Harbor House to help them and also to meet one of the new Mission 
Today tasks.  

Speaking of Mission Today, in 2015 the guidelines in Wisconsin have changed.  Another part of the 
Spring Day of Enrichment will be Mission Today 101.  In this session participants will receive 
information about the new guidelines and have a chance to ask questions about these new 
guidelines.  

Did you know the Dean of Mission u is from our district? Dee Klawitter is from the Osceola UMW and
has served as Dean for Mission u in 2014 and again this year.  What an honor to have the Dean tell 
us about the upcoming Mission u in July.  I think that is worth celebrating.   Chris Draxler, also from 
the Chippewa District, is the Camp Coordinator for the Wisconsin Conference.  She will tell us a little 
bit about YO-MI-CA (Youth Missions Camp).  Dates for this camp coincide with Mission u so you can 
drop the kids off at Pine Lake on Sunday, attend Mission u Monday – Thursday and pick them up on 
Friday.  

Other Conference officers from the Chippewa District are; Bev Maser, Conference Nominations 
Committee Coordinator and Billie LaBumbard, Conference Native American Coordinator.  The 
Chippewa District is well represented when it comes to UMW Wisconsin Conference Officers. These 
women are to be celebrated for going the “extra mile” when it comes to sharing their God-given gifts 
at the local, District and Conference level.  

As Vice President, planning the Spring Day of Enrichment is part of my job description.  I am excited 
about that task.   I know it is only through God’s grace that I will be able to accomplish that mission.  
As the Team plans the Spring Day Of Enrichment, we are paying attention to your comments on the 
evaluation forms you filled out at the Annual Fall Gathering and we are trying to incorporate some of 
the suggestions into our program for the Spring Day of Enrichment.  I look forward to seeing you 
there.  Through the Grace of God, we have a special day planned for all those who attend. 

Terry Giles
Chippewa District Vice President
715 431-0420
gilesmt@grantsburgtelcom.net

                                                                                                                     

Our Treasurer

Thank you!  UMW sisters, you have given generously and accomplished much in 2014.  The stories 
you have shared of mission work in your local communities are inspiring.  Exchange your stories of 
serving and of fund raising with members in other UMW units and community organizations.  
Perhaps God will reveal to you a new way to serve.  In 2015, how can or will your local unit “serve” 
using social media?

mailto:gilesmt@grantsburgtelcom.net
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Treasurer continued from page 3

New in 2015 is the Legacy Fund. (January 2015 response magazine).  When sending in monies for 
the fund, write it on your remittance forms under Supplementary Gifts as Other Designated Gifts: 
Legacy fund.  The national office of UMW is suggesting each UMW member give $18.69 for 5 years 
towards the fund.

Monies for UMCOR should be given through your church’s treasury and not through UMW.  The goal
is to get the monies to the mission field quicker.

May our loving Father watch over you and bless you this year.

                                                                                                             Robin Peterson, Treasurer

                                                                                                             3487  120 th St
                                                                                                             Frederic WI 54837
                                                                                                             715-653-2382
                                                                                                             rlhula@yahoo.com

GREETINGS FROM YOUR SECRETARY

To all unit presidents and secretaries, I send a BIG thank you for being prompt with your Slate of 
Officers form last November. It made my job easier and faster when preparing the District list of local 
officers. 

How did 2014 pass by so quickly? Yes, I know, one day at a time  Speaking of time, let’s think about 
how to “take time”. 

TAKE TIME to pray---it helps to bring God near. 

TAKE TIME for friends—they are the source of happiness. 

TAKE TIME for work---it is the price of success.

TAKE TIME to think—it is the source of power. 

TAKE TIME to read—it is the foundation of knowledge.

TAKE TIME to laugh—it helps with life’s loads.

TAKE TIME to love—it is a sacrament of life.

TAKE TIME to dream—it hitches the soul to the stars.

TAKE TIME to play—it is the secret of youth.

TAKE TIME to worship—it is the highway of reverence.

TAKE TIME for UMW—it will help MISSION become real. 

I look forward to meeting more of you and having a good TIME at Spring Day of Enrichment at Rice 
Lake in April!!!

                                                                                                         Janet Knutson
                                                                                                          715-248-3231

       rjknutson@frontiernet.net

mailto:rlhula@yahoo.com
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Spiritual Growth 
Is There Awe In Your Life?

What in the world made me ask such a question, you might ask?  Recently I bookmarked a lesson in
the Adult Bible Studies because the angle the writer focused on in the story of the Shepherds on the 
night of the birth of Jesus was interesting.  From my perspective it boiled down to what kind of 
feelings did the shepherds have that night 2,000 years ago – what did the experience do to them and
how did that in turn impact others?  But the author’s discussion provoked me to continue to think 
more about my experiences of awe-filled moments………..

When my husband passed away quite suddenly, I frequently went to a preserved marshland quite 
near where we lived in mid-Florida.  And I would sit on a bench along the pathways, or walk on the 
paths throughout the marsh, take pictures, or read.  An environment that had produced awe in our 
first visits there provided peace for me at that time.  Thinking about AWE, I have had so many 
moments throughout my life that produced that feeling.   If I tried to sit down and count those 
moments, there would be thousands of them.  The vast majority would simply be things seen in this 
environment God gifted us with.  

I think back and find moments of the feelings of awe in a classroom, a theater, in many pieces of 
music and lyrics, in things that pop out of people’s mouths—particularly children or youth--in 
meetings, workplaces and have never stopped being struck to the point of awe by the beauty or the 
vastness or the majesty of something only our supreme God could have created.  In those moments 
my feelings are just as likely to come out in weeping as they are in huge smiles.  Why weeping??  
Because it is impossible to imagine those perfections being produced by anything but the hand of 
God.  And if those perfections were produced by a person, I have no doubt that there was the spirit 
of God at hand. 

This past fall, I was once again filled with one moment after another of awe-filled moments as we 
went from the North Shore into central Canada heading west and north and then down into northern 
North Dakota and Minnesota.  Moments of never known history examined, color, small but craggy 
peaks to the vastness of farm country, the likes of which I had never witnessed before, and an 
unusual scenic valley in northern Dakota.

But, the shepherds experienced the best, the most exciting, the most fearsome moments – angels 
with a message that sent them to witness the greatest moment in time of all – the birth of a Babe 
who would provide grace for all who would grasp it in faith.  What is the AWE in your life?  Is it ever 
present, does it change you, does it give you joy and peace, does it produce a spirit in you that 
brings joy, love or peace to another?  Are you in awe of God every day?

                                                                                        Liz Dempsey, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

                                                                                        lizzied23@live.com (715-312-0268)

mailto:lizzied23@live.com
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Membership Nurture and Outreach
Coordinator

1) Be sure to send in 2014 Local Membership 
Census Form – needed before January 
30th.

2) Sister visits will be extremely important to 
help provide positive encouragement.

3) Encourage local units to provide 
scholarships for new attendees to UMW 
gatherings.

4) I plan is to visit all units in the next 2 years.

Rita Stearns
                                           715-382-3165
                                           ritast@charter.net

Historian
Happy New Year!

These cold winter months, I’m going to be going 
through old secretary records, getting them ready 
for the archives at Sun Prairie in their new acid-
free boxes.  What I’ve started already has been 
most interesting.

I now need to get your input as to what to do with 
the 1991 “Year of the Child”  quilt pieces which 
units made. The 48 squares were sewn together 
in blocks of 6. They were displayed at the Fall 
Annual Gathering in Cumberland. We will make a 
decision at our Spring Day of Enrichment in Rice 
Lake. If you have any ideas, contact me so we 
can get your direction before then. See you in 
April. 
                                       Barbara Bender
                                       715-455-1471
                                       obbender@chibardun.net

People are like stained-glass windows.
They sparkle and shine when

 the sun is out
but when the darkness sets in

their true beauty is revealed only if
 there is a light from within.

- author unknown -

Education & Interpretation
Coordinator

Brrrrrrrrrrr, as I am writing to you, the temperature 
is hovering around 0 degrees and the wind chill is 
way below that.  However, I am surrounded by the
warm love and support of all of you awesome 
UMW Women in our Chippewa District.  My main 
focus to you in this newsletter is to again bring to 
your attention the NEW WISCONSIN 
CONFERENCE MISSION TODAY TASKS FOR 
2015. All of you would have received a copy in 
your packets during Annual Fall Gathering on 
September 20, 2014, in Cumberland ,or, in the 
mail shortly afterward, if no one in your unit was 
able to attend.  It is very important that you look 
this over carefully as you plan for your 2015 
programs. 

The tasks focus on Our Purpose and Statement of
‘Faith, Hope, and Love in Action’ for Women, 
Children, and Youth.  You might even gain a 
spark of an idea for that programing.   If you do 
not have a copy, there is one in this WEAVER or 
you may contact me and I will be glad to send one
to you.  There will also be more information given 
at the Spring Day of Enrichment in Rice Lake on 
Saturday, April 18, 2015.
I am new to this office, so here is my contact 
information:

                                     Suzanne Heabler
                                     1512 Glenn Pl.
                                     Eau Claire, 54703
                                     715-552-7369             

     heablers1971@charter.net

Nominations Chairperson
I am the new Chairperson for nominations. 
Another year has come and WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR YOU! You say I cannot do it – WHY NOT! 
Call me and we will talk.  Yes you are qualified to 
help.  I need to hear from you!  Thanks! 
Remember, you are special.

                            God Bless You Richly,                
                             Donna Cochran
                             452 A Billings Ave.
                             Medford, WI  54451
                             715-560-2508 

 

mailto:ritast@charter.net
mailto:heablers1971@charter.net
mailto:obbender@chibardun.net
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Your WEAVER Editor

Making  sure you receive the WEAVER, and read 
it, is the only way you can be sure that you are 
kept up to date on all that is going on with the 
Conference, District and other UMW units.  After 
all, we as women, don't like to miss out on 
anything!

I, unfortunately and once again, have lost all my 
e-mail  WEAVER addresses!   I have had this 
happen before, so you would think I would learn to
have a current hard copy of then, just in case, but 
all I have is an old copy, so I have to go by that.  
Therefore, if you received a paper copy of the 
WEAVER and would rather receive it by e-mail, 
just send me a note and I will make the change.  
Or if you know of someone who wanted to receive
it by e-mail, but didn't get it this time, have them 
send me a note and hopefully I will try to get it all 
straightened out!

Also, please note that I have moved!  I am no 
longer on Olive St. in Chippewa Falls.  I packed 
up my cats and hubby and moved across town in 
a whirlwind.  All in a months time, we found a 
condo we liked, made an offer, put our house on 
the market, sold it in three days, went on a 10 day
vacation and when we got home, we packed up 
boxes and moved – all just before Christmas!  My 
advise for moving –if at all possible, never move 
at Christmas time!  But I am all settled in now and 
plan on staying a while!  My address is listed 
below, my e-mail and phone number have stayed 
the same.

I hope I continue to see all of you this year at all 
the UMW gatherings!  And I will continue to keep 
you all up-to-date on all that is happening with 
UMW.

         Marion Strandberg
                              1101 Weather Ridge Rd.
                              Chippewa Falls, WI  54729
                               715-497-5317
                               pstrandberg1367@charter.net

From the WEAVER Archive
(note:  Betty Harris passed away August 10, 2007)

 

mailto:pstrandberg1367@charter.net
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Secretary of Program Resources

Congratulations to those who completed their 
reading programs for 2014.  Ninety-four people 
completed the UMW Reading Program and they 
represented twenty-six units in the Chippewa 
District!  WOW!

For a New Year’s resolution I challenge you to 
read 3 more books from the 2015 UMW reading 
list in 2015 than in 2014.  This year my personal 
challenge is to read more Youth and Children 
books from the list.

I have read and highly recommend “Chasing 
Chaos” by Jessica Alexander.  She has visited 
many of the countries that I have visited.  I agree 
with her “take” on the negative impact of gift 
giving.  You might see relief and recovery work in 
a new light as you read.

I also recommend “New Dawn in Beloved 
Community”.  It is edited by our former Bishop 
Linda Lee.  Many different visions and 
perspectives are presented.

                                More coming!  Keep Reading!
Billie LaBumbard

                      missionbillie@gmail.com

Social Action Coordinator
Charter for Racial Justice

This past year The 2014 Charter for Racial 
Justice Program was put together by our 
Wisconsin Conference.  Bev Maser and Billie 
LaBumbard are members of this Wisconsin UMW 
Racial Justice Committee, and I think we should 
thank them for this wonderful  document. (We 
were all given a copy in our packet last fall at 
Cumberland.)

Based on situations this past fall in Ferguson, 

New York, Cleveland and elsewhere, I can’t 
believe how timely and relevant this program is!  
We need to take this document out and use it in 
discussions in our UMW Meetings, churches and 
communities. The focus statements from the 
Charter for Racial Justice that APPLIES is: WE 
BELIEVE #2 racism is a rejection of the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and WE WILL #2 create 
opportunities in local churches to deal honestly 
with existing racist attitudes and social distance 
between members, deepening the commitment to 
the church where all racial groups and economic 
classes come together.   It has a definition of 
racism and white privilege from Tim Wise: 
”Racism is a system of inequality, based on race.  
White privilege refers to any advantage, 
opportunity, benefit, head start or general 
protection from negative societal mistreatment, 
which persons deemed white will typically enjoy, 
but which others will generally not enjoy.  White 
privilege is the flip side of discrimination against 
people of color”.

Our Racial Justice Charter News letter from 
December 2014 also gives a definition of 
institutional racism:  “it is the use of power for 
maintaining privilege and systematic 
discrimination through institutions and structures 
of society.   Institutional racism is racial prejudice 
plus the misuse of power by systems and 
institutions“.

Racism (and protests against it) are occurring 
everywhere including the Mall of America.  It is  a 
northern Wisconsin thing, whether we openly 
recognize it, and discuss it, or not.  I handed out 
the 2014 Racial Justice program at our Spooner 
UMW Christmas Tea in December and it lead to a
really sincere, caring discussion about 
experiences of racism in our lives.  Eli Weizel, 
Nobel peace prize winner, says “Where ever there
is silence this connotes agreement”.  He was 
referring to the extermination of Jews by Germans
during the Holocaust, but couldn’t it still apply to 
these racial occurrences in America today?  
Silence connotes agreement …. SO speak up 
when you have the opportunity. 

                                       Jean Kissack 

                                       715-653-7327
                                       jeankissack@yahoo.com

mailto:missionbillie@gmail.com
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CHIPPEWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
SPRING DAY OF ENRICHMENT

Saturday, April 18, 2015 

First United Methodist Church
1221 Wesley Drive 

Rice Lake, WI
715 / 234-3919

GIVE THANKS
AND

CELEBRATE THE CHIPPEWA DISTRICT
 

Guest Speaker
  Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner – Executive Director of Harbor House

“Who gets the credit?”

Afternoon Focus Groups
The Church and People with Disabilities – lead by Liz Dempsey and Billie Labumbard

Partner With Harbor House – lead by Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner
Homelessness – lead by Tom and Duana Bremer, Salvation Army Coordinators for Washburn County

Mission Outreach
 Benjamin’s House Emergency Shelter

Please read page 10 of this WEAVER to find out more about this Mission and what donations are needed.

  Registration . . .8:30am           Singing & Gathering . . . 9:00am
  Program . ... ..  9:15am                 Sending Forth . .. . . . . . 2:45pm

 

REGISTRATION
Deadline April 10TH

Registration + meal $15 – no refunds but is Transferable

Please attach names of all registrants to this form or copy form for each person.  Please print names.

NAME_______________________________________UNIT __________________________
PLEASE CHECK THE FOCUS GROUP YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND IN THE AFTERNOON:

The Church and People with Disabilities   ___
Partner With Harbor House  ___
Homelessness ___

FIRST TIME AT A DISTRICT UMW GATHERING   YES___ NO____

Dietary Needs:  early lunch/ special foods (specify) _____________________________

Childcare:  $3 per child/max $5 per family.  Number of children _____Ages __________________
(Please bring a sack lunch for each child)

Registrations:   Mission Outreach Offering
Make checks payable to:   Make checks payable to:                

Chippewa District UMW (memo: registration)     Chippewa District UMW (memo:Benjamin's House)
Mail to:   Bring to Spring Day of Enrichment or Mail to:
           Marion Strandberg      Robin Peterson

1101 Weather Ridge Rd.      3487 120th St.
Chippewa Falls, WI  54729      Frederic, WI   54837
715-497-5317      715-653-2382

Questions:  Call Evie O'Neil at 715-354-3197 or e-mail at evio31@outlook.com

file:///J:/deeklaw@centurytel.net
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Chippewa District Spring Day of Enrichment - April 18, 2015

Morning Speaker

Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner - “Who Gets the Credit?”
Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner will be speaking about how UMW influenced her 
life when she was young and how that lead her into ministry. She was born in 
Chicago, Illinois.  Received her Bachelor's Degree in Psychology in Chicago in 
1991.  After marrying Joel Werner in 1993 she received her Master's of Divinity in 
1995 and became an ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church, Wisconsin 

Conference in 1998.  Reverend Barbara Certa-Werner has worked as a volunteer at various 
homeless shelters in Chicago and Green Bay for a total of 29 years.
Among her other achievements, she founded the Harbor House Crisis Shelter in 2001.   

 Afternoon Focus Groups

Partner with Harbor House - Reverend Barb Certa-Werner will talk about Harbor House and share 
some ways our UMW units can participate in meeting the needs of Harbor House through 
fundraising, individual work projects, donations of needed items plus a variety of other ideas you may
not have thought about.
The Church and People with Disabilities ~ lead by Liz Demsey and Billie LaBumbard.
Many of us are experiencing disabilities of our own so is our church staying in tune with that?  It is 
important, however, for our churches to be responsive to all of the issues that our potential 
parishioners or future parishioners might experience as a visitor or member of our church?  Has our 
church responded to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991?  What have we perhaps not 
responded to?  This Focus Group will provide a handout that your church trustees can use to 
evaluate the sensitivities of our people with disabilities.  For instance, are your ushers sensitive to the
needs of those who come into the church with a disability?  Has our sound system addressed the 
issues of tone deafness, not just sound deafness? We will also discuss how congregations are 
dealing with or returning warriors. Join us in this Focus Group so you can become more aware of 
those with disabilities and how our churches can respond! 
Homelessness -   lead by Tom and Duana Bremer -  Salvation Army Coordinators for Washburn 
County. Homelessness occurs when people or households are unable to acquire and/or maintain 
housing they can afford.  This is a complex problem, but one which we can and MUST work to 
eliminate.  This is your opportunity to learn how the Salvation Army is one organization helping to 
combat that problem.

Directions to First United Met  hodist Church in Rice Lake

From Highway 53, take the Highway 48 exit at the north end of the city, turn, east, toward 
Cumberland.  Go a short distance and then south on West Avenue (between Don Johnson Motors 
and the Motor Vehicle Department).  Turn left  on Augusta Street, take the bridge over Highway 53.  
Turn right, midway down the hill, onto Kleusch, or if you miss it, you can turn on Hilltop also to reach 
the parking lot.  The church is well marked on Augusta Street. 

Mission Outreach
Benjamin’s House Emergency Shelter

Benjamin’s House  works with resources already available in Barron County communities to help 
shelter residents find employment, housing and medical assistance.  They have 17 rooms sponsored
by an organization or a family that provides furnishings and decorations. 
Ongoing needs are: bath towels, plastic gloves, heavy duty 39 gallon garbage bags, 13 gallon 
drawstring garbage bags, Ziploc bags of any size, disinfectant wipes and full-size shampoos . 
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Valentine Treasures

Valentine treasures are people who
have often crossed your mind,
family, friends and others, too,

who in your life have shined
the warmth of love or a spark of light

that makes you remember them;
no matter how long since you’ve actually met,

each one is a luminous gem,
who gleams and glows in your memory,

bringing special pleasures,
and that’s why this Valentine comes to you:

You’re one of those sparkling treasures!

By Joanna Fuchs
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                                           MISSION TODAY AWARDS  2014
Chippewa District – submitted by Ruby Getting – 2014 Education &  Interpretation Coordinator

                                                                                   Returned, but did not qualify (10)
Qualified (28)
Augusta Alma
Balsam Lake Ashland
Barron Boyceville
Birchwood Chippewa Falls Zion
Bloomer Cumberland
Bruce Hudson
Canton Jim Falls
Chippewa Falls Trinity New Auburn
Clear Lake Rock Elm
Colfax Siren
Downing
Eau Claire Lake Street
Exeland
Grantsburg
Holcombe Forms not returned (21)
Lewis   
Medford Cadott Pleasant Valley
Menomonie Eau Claire Chapel Heights
New Centerville/Hammond Elmwood Rice Lake
New Richmond Frederick St. Croix Falls
Prairie Farm Gilmanton Sanborn
River Falls Glenwood City
Shell Lake Hawkins  Thorp
Salem Iron Creek Knapp Turtle Lake
Spooner Maiden Rock
Superior Faith Mondovi Wheeler
Tainter Plum City Weyerhauser
Webster Osceola

                    Pepin 

Submitted by Robin Peterson – 2014 District Treasurer



2014 READING AWARDS
Submitted by Billie LaBumbard – 2014 Program Resource Secretary

Plan I  x   Plan II  xx  Plan III  xxx  Plan IV  xxxx    

UNIT PLANS UNIT PLANS UNIT PLANS
Augusta Rock Elm

x Terry Giles x
Kathy Steele xx xx Roberta Holcomb x
Anita Peterson x Joyce Kendall x

x Alice Troupe x Salem Iron Creek
x x

Evelyn O'Neil x Erma David xx Arlene White x
x Ruby Getting xx x

Barron Elaine Sharp x Shell Lake
Laurie Church xxx x xx

x Lewis Siren
x x Judy Roe x
x x xx

Judy Hyde xx x
xx xx x
xx xxx xxx

Bloomer Becky Davis xxx
Sharon Steinmetz xx

Clear Lake Irma Fuller x x
Joan Lillie x Fran Schultz x Mavis Cook x

Downing x
x x x

Tammy Nelson x x Jean Parker x
New Richmond x

Florence Shepherd x Kay Peterson x Superior Faith
Patricia Peterson x xx x

Prairie Farm x
Beverly Maser xx Barbara Bender x x

x Pleasant Valley Carol Larson xx
Linda Mayer x x Myrtle Regina x
Lena Thompson x Barbara Porter xxx

Shirley Myers x x
Arlene Green x x

x Rice Lake x
Chippewa Falls Trinity Rose Snyder x Amy Sullivan xxx

xx xx Webster
Marion Strandberg xx x Elaine Wilson x

xxx River Falls Sharon Boatman x
Carole Frederick x xx Lavonne Collins x

Janet Leonard
xx

Barb Wall

Grantsburg
Judy Kirklean xxxx Pat Ginsbach

LuAnne Martell
Holcombe

Cheryl Stahl
Birchwood Mary Beede Michele Halvorson

Dorie Forward Sharon Schaefer

Karen Stimeling Shirley Hile
Nancy Kasper
Marilyn Gilbertson LaVonne Boyer
Deanna Keppen Dara Boyer Donis Taylor

Mondovi Carol Titel
Jean Strang Iris Baudendistel Marilyn Weschnefski
Kathee Yamada Julie Brunsch Hazel Hahr

Spooner
Linda Engen xxxx Billie LaBumbard xxxx

Terri Reiter

New Centerville Jean Kissack
Janice Annis Naoma Falde Mabel Mathieson

Matilda Rudesill
Eau Claire Lake Street Sheilda Kahl

Janet Knutson Rev. Barb Certa-Werner
Chris Draxler xxxx Linda Westman

Jessie Westman
Julie Holzinger

Hattie Chapek
xxxx Annette Pederson

Suzanne Heabler xxxx Maureen Asbury
Exeland Joan Goebel

Karen  Skogen Peggy VanValkenburg

Shirley Woodruff Arlene Hougas
Nancy Zabel

Donna Kraemer
Marjorie Shirmer

xxxx
Sue Pierson

xxxx
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  2015 CHIPPEWA DISTRICT UMW OFFICERS

PRESIDENT       (2014 - 2015)
Evie O’Neil                   1428 N. Sunset Beach Drive 715-354-3197
evio31@outlook.com                   Birchwood, WI 54817  Cell    715-718-4271

VICE-PRESIDENT    (2015- 2016)
Terry Giles                  12590 Cty Rd D 715-463-2400
gilesmt@grantsburgtelcom.net    Grantsburg, WI   54840  Cell     715-431-0420 (January - March)

SECRETARY        (2014 -2015)
Janet Knutson                  P.O. 12 715-248-3231
rjknutson@frontiernet.net           Star Prairie, WI   54026

TREASURER         (2014 -2015)
Robin Peterson                  3487 120th Street 715-653-2382
rlhula@yahoo.com                  Frederic, WI   54837

SPIRITUAL GROWTH    (2013-2016)
Liz Dempsey          27596 264th Ave.             715-312-0268
lizzied23@live.com                  Holcombe, WI 54745

SOCIAL ACTION         (2013 - 2016)
Jean Kissack      1116 Elm Street 715-635-7327
jeankissack@yahoo.com             Spooner, WI   54801                     Cell      715-520-2201

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR   (2015 - 2016)
Suzanne Heabler      1512 Glenn Place     715-552-7369
heablers1971@charter.net      Eau Claire, WI 54703

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH    (2015 - 2016)
Rita Stearns                   2301 West 26th Ave.                      Cell   715-382-3165
ritast@charter.net        Bloomer, WI 54724  

PROGRAM RESOURCES    (2014 - 2015)
Billie LaBumbard                   W6578 Lone Ranch Road 715-635-7045
missionbillie@gmail.com            Spooner, WI 54801                         Cell    715-939-0118

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR (2015  - 2016) OPEN

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS CHAIR (2015 - 2016) 
Donna Cochran                             452 A Billings Ave. 715-560-2508
        Medford, WI   54451

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS MEMBERS

Class of 2016    Karen Stimeling       28719 303rd  Ave.             715-595-6464
                          Holcombe, WI   54745-5516

           stimeark@centurytel.net

Class of 2016    Katie Hoyt                5822 Ogden Ave. 715-919-2883
                                                            Superior, WI
                                                            katiehoyt74@yahoo.com

Class of 2016     Alvina Tinsley         913 N. 7th St.              715-718-0514
Superior, WI

Class of 2017    Annette Pederson     S11950 Hillview Road 715-878-4203
                                                            Eleva, WI 54738

mailto:katiehoyt74@yahoo.com
mailto:stimeark@centurytel.net
mailto:missionbillie@gmail.com
mailto:ritast@charter.net
mailto:jeankissack@yahoo.com
mailto:lizzied23@live.com
mailto:rlhula@yahoo.com
mailto:rjknutson@frontiernet.ne
mailto:gilesmt@grantsburgtelcom.net
mailto:evio31@outlook.com
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EDITOR
Marion Strandberg 1101 Weather Ridge Rd. 715-497-5317
pstrandberg1367@charter.net            Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

HISTORIAN
Barbara Bender  (2013-2016)             328 8 3/4 St. 715-455-1471
obbender@chibardun.net                    Prairie Farm, WI 54762

CHIPPEWA DISTRICT CONFERENCE OFFICERS:

CONFERENCE NOMINATING COMMITTE MEMBER  
Bev Maser             3545 Lever Street 715-832-7107
bjmaser@charter.net Eau Claire, WI 54701

NATIVE AMERICAN COORDINATOR
Billie LaBunbard 78 Lone Ranch Road 715-635-7045
missionbillie@gmail.com Spooner, WI   54801

MISSION u CAMPING COORDINATOR 
Chris Draxler 2139 Walnut Ridge Dr. 715-225-2983
fdraxler@charter.net Eau Claire, WI   54701

DEAN OF MISSION u
Dee Klawitter                                     307 8th Ave.                                        715-294-2889
deelaw@centurytel.net             Osceola, WI 54020 Cell     715-497-4667

CHIPPEWA DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

Rev. Ann Spindt- Henschel               1233B Menomonie Street 715-835-5181
solson  @wisconsinumc.org                Eau Claire, WI 54703

                           2015  Chippewa District Sister Unit Assignments 

Evie O’Neil:  District Superintendent, Webster
Terry Giles:  Cumberland, Rice Lake, Spooner, Osceola, Turtle Lake, Balsam Lake/Centuria
Liz Dempsey:  Hudson, Knapp, Canton, New Auburn, Barron
Jean Kissack:  St. Croix Falls, Siren, Shell Lake, Grantsburg, Birchwood
Suzanne Heabler:  Holcombe, Chippewa Falls-Zion, Alma, Pepin, Prairie Farm, Pleasant Valley
Rita Stearns: Eau Claire Lake Street, Menomonie, Salem Iron Creek, Tainter, Chippewa Falls-
Trinity
Billie LaBumbard:  Lewis, Ashland, Sandborn, Odanah 
Donna Cochran:  Cadott, Thorp, Hawkins, Superior 
Karen Stimeling:  Exeland, River Falls, Colfax, Bloomer, Medford
Annette Pederson:  Augusta, Mondovi, Jim Falls, Atlas  
Marion Strandberg:  New Richmond, Rock Elm, Elmwood, Plum City/Ono, Maiden Rock
Barb Bender:  Clear Lake, Downing, New Centerville, Boyceville, Glenwood City, Wheeler 

Each unit is assigned a District Officer as their Liaison to the District.  Each District Officer will 
contact her Sister units through either a letter, e-mail or a phone call to help her units with any 
questions and to keep them informed on news from the District and Conference. 

mailto:bsmith@wisconsinumc.org
mailto:deelaw@centurytel.net
mailto:fdraxler@charter.net
mailto:missionbillie@gmail.com
mailto:bjmaser@charter.net
mailto:obbender@chibardun.net
mailto:Bender@chibardun.net
mailto:pstrandberg1337@charter.net
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Women Remembered at the September 18, 2014 UMW Annual Gathering
 Memorial Service  

Barron Delores Perry
Deloris Dietert

Bloomer Alice Olson
Gertrude Shipman

 
Clear Lake Juanita Wood

Cumberland Cordie Karlan

Downing Elaine Lorenz

Eau Claire, Lake Street Ruby Maier, Alice Retallick, Idell Marshall, 
Donna Sydansk

 
Holcombe Mary Jane Larson, Shirley Hietala

Hudson Jeanne Akers

Knapp Tina Emerson, Marion Nelson

Lewis LaVonne Smith

Mondovi Elma Hesselman, Irene Crawford, Idella Rutschow

New Richmond Kandy Schaeffer

Osceola Donna Mae Getschel
 

Prairie Farm June Keller

Rice Lake Marjorie Milliman

Siren Lucille Chelmo

Spooner Rayola Danklefsen, Barbara Hills, Lynn Hanford,
Pearl Kline, Heather Hartwig

Superior Faith Beverly Barthalowmew, Elsie Johnson

Webster Iva Seif

Life is but a stopping place, a pause in what's to be, a resting place along the road to sweet
eternity.  We all have different journeys, different paths along the way, we all were meant to

learn some things, but never meant to stay.  Our destination is a place far greater than we
know, some, the journey's quicker, for some the journey's slow.  And when the journey finally

ends, we'll claim a great reward, and find an everlasting peace, together with the Lord.
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Continuity gives us roots; change gives us branches,
letting us stretch and grow and reach new heights.

 ~Pauline R. Kezer -

You may have noticed when reading our 
purpose in The WEAVER, that  our purpose is 
worded different!  We no long include the words 
“The Organized unit of the”, it now reads “United 
Methodist Women shall be...”.  Be sure to share 
this bit of information with the women in your unit.

The Purpose is adopted by the General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church as the
official mission statement of United Methodist 
Women. 

Also, remember that our Mission Today 
Criteria has changed for 2015.  Included in this 
WEAVER is the new criteria for units to follow.  
Please take a look at it, so you can plan your 
meetings and programs for 2015.  If you have any
questions about it please contact Suzanne 
Heabler, our District Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator she will be happy to explain it to you. 

Suzanne Heabler
heablers1971@charter.net

715-552-7369

Redistricting Plans for Wisconsin
Conference

Wisconsin Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has 
announced the new district lines for the Wisconsin
Conference. The Church will be switching from 8 
(eight) to 5 (five) districts beginning in July 2015. 
Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women 
will move to these districts beginning January of 
2016. More information, maps and lists of 
churches for each district can be found on the 
Wisconsin Conference UMC website. Take a look.
Where will you be in 2016 (North Central? North 
East? North West? South East or South West?).

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
FOR THE

UMW CHIPPEWA DISTRICT TEAM

This district is still waiting for that talented, 
creative person to take this position!  That person 
needs to be creative, enjoy working on the 
computer, helping with the WEAVER, putting 
together our Annual Gathering book, creating our 
Spring Day of Enrichment pamphlet and, possibly 
setting up Face-Book and Twitter accounts. 

Let’s get UMW into the modern era.  There is 
great potential out there but we need a technology
savvy person to fill this position.  Possibilities are 
endless for the right person.  Consider accepting 
the challenge if you are a creative thinker, willing 
to step outside the box of “that’s the way we’ve 
always done it”.

UMW needs your expertise NOW.

Contact me, Marion, your WEAVER editor.  I 
would be happy to work with you and help you 
learn the position!

                                Marion Strandberg
                                715-497-5317
                                pstrandberg1367@charter.net

And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according
to his purpose.  Romans 8:28
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html
mailto:pstrandberg1367@charter.net
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/connections/conference-news/latest-news/1378-redistricting-plan-announced
mailto:heablers197@charter.net
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 DISTRICT MISSION BUS TRIP 

Would you like to see some of our mission dollars 
at work?  The Chippewa District United Methodist 
Women are planning a trip to Milwaukee on 
Wednesday & Thursday, April 29-30 to visit and 
learn more about the work of two of our church 
mission projects.

The chartered bus will leave Eau Claire at 8am 
Wednesday, April 29th, visit Northcott 
Neighborhood House, have a relaxing evening, 
visit United Methodist Children's Services and the 
Domes before returning on Thursday, April 30th. 
Cost of bus and motel will be about $90 each 
person, with 4 to a room, or $120 for 2 to a room.

This is not just for women ... men are invited to 
see this mission work as well.
 
If you are interested, sign up by the end of 
February with Bev Maser by calling 715-832-7107.

 

Unit Scholarships For District Events

We would like to encourage local units to inspire 
women and teens, in their church, to attend 
District events by offering scholarships to those 
who have never had the opportunity to 
experienced what UMW is all about and feel the 
fellowship of these gatherings.

Offer to:
    - pay their registration fee
    - Accompany them to the event
    - help them feel welcome – introduce them to    

other UMW members 

This is also a criteria on our new Mission Today 
Task form.

See you and a new attendee at Spring Day of 
Enrichment!

For more information, contact Robin Peterson, 
District Treasurer at rlhula@yahoo.com, 715-653-
2382 or contact any of the District Officers.

2015
CALENDAR

March 7 – Team Meeting at Rice Lake UMC
April 11 – Mission Action Day at Peace UMC, 
Kaukauna
April 18 – Spring Day of Enrichment at Rice Lake 
UMC
April 29 - 30 – Mission Bus Trip to Milwaukee
June 6 – Team Meeting at Medford UMC, 
Medford
July 20 - 23 4-day Mission u Studies at Westwood
Conference Center, Wausau 
July 24 Mission u Overview Day at Westwood 
Conference Center, Wausau
August 8 – Team Meeting at Menomonie UMC
September 19 – Chippewa District Annual 
Gathering Menomonie UMC
October 23 – 24 Conference Annual Gathering at
Lake Street – Eau Claire
December 5 – Christmas Team luncheon at TBA

2015
MISSION u STUDIES

Spiritual Growth -
Created For Happiness:  Understanding Your Life

in God
Geographic - 

 Latin America:  People and Faith
Issue Study - 

 The Church and People With Disabilities
 

mailto:rlhula@yahoo.com
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