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(((((  ECHOES  ))))) 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 4  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  3  

Hello! Where has the year gone? Time seems to go by faster and faster, but United Methodist 

Women continue to progress forward to accomplish their mission of helping people around 

the world and at home. The programs presented this year were meaningful and informative. 

Clusters were in May this year with the topic “Elder Abuse”. All three groups had excellent 

speakers and gave us relevant information to pass on to other UMW members. 

Mission u in Wausau was attended by six Coulee District officers. The study topics this year 

were: Roma of Europe, Church and People With Disabilities, and How is it With Your Soul? 

Our team members said each topic was interesting and the study leaders did a good job of 

presenting the material. We all came away more informed and thoughtful. 

The Coulee District UMW has two more events coming up. One is the Annual Celebration, 

which will be held at Benton, WI, on September 13. The registration form is in this newsletter. 

The other event is Day of Enrichment which will be held at Viroqua, WI, on November 1. 

There is no registration for Day of Enrichment. 

The Conference Annual Gathering will be held at Asbury United Methodist Church in Madi-

son, WI, on October 17 -18. The registration form is in this newsletter. 

There are still openings for officers on the Coulee District team. We need a new Vice Presi-
dent, Nominations Chair and three nomination committee members, and also we need a Mis-
sion Coordinator for Education and Interpretation. Give these offices some thought either for 
yourself or tell us of someone you know who could fill one of these positions. The more pray-
ers and open hearts we have, will help lead us to find people whose faith in Jesus will allow 
them to open up their hearts and serve as an officer on the UMW team. If you have any ques-
tions or suggestions, call 608-875-6072 or email bsoaks@centurytel.net. 

Do not forget to get your Annual Celebration registration in by September 3. God Bless each 

and everyone one of you. I’ll be looking forward to seeing you at Benton. 

Your Coulee District President, Sharon Anderson 

 

mailto:bsoaks@centurytel.net
mailto:deblyanske@yahoo.com
mailto:everglowingembers@gmail.com
mailto:everglowingembers@gmail.com
mailto:marta@mhtc.net
mailto:bsoaks@centurytel.net
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P A G E  2  

Social Action 

Hello, United Methodist Women! 
 
What is Social Action?  I am sharing some examples that 
came mainly from Response Magazine. 
 
1. In the 21st Century, there are more slaves on earth that 
at any time in the history of the world. 
2. At least 80% of humanity lives on less than $10 a day. 
Most of our children around the world live in poverty. 
3. In Carol Stream, Illinois, UMW make plastic mats from 

plastic bags for homeless veterans in Chicago. 
4. Different churches each week bring their VBS programs 
to the Rosa Valdez Early Childhood Learning Center in 
Tampa, FL. 
5. My Daughter’s Place in Liberia, Africa, gives young 
women affected by 20 years of war an economic beginning 
and also counseling and education in reproductive rights 
and family planning. 
6. UMW Nation Missions along with the US-Mexico border 
provide hospitality for women and children fleeing Central 
America. 
 
All of you are supporting these social Action efforts with 
your Pledge to Mission and other mission giving offerings.  
You are also doing social action when you give to local food 
pantries and clothing distributions. 
 
Keep up the great work you are doing. 
 
   
~Jane Prouty, Coulee District Social Action  
Coordinator 

C O U L E E  D I S T R I C T  U M W  
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C O U L E E  D I S T R I C T  U M W  

Making Life Better 

By Carol M. Lange, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

I visited with a friend at the grocery store last week. We talked about the generosity of folks who gave of their time 
and money during the clean-up following the tornado in Platteville. We continued the conversation about other 
“acts of kindness “ in our community. She said that her motto is “Whatever makes life better.” 

I’ve thought about her comment many times lately, and ask myself, what have I done that makes life better for 
someone? Acts of kindness lift spirits and deepen an awareness of our relationships. What have you done lately to 
make life better? Greeted someone with a smile? Called a friend to let her know you are thinking about her? Writ-
ten a friendly note? Sent a card to wish someone a happy birthday? Given a contribution to UMCOR or a mission 
project? Whispered a prayer for someone or for world peace? It is something to think about. 

Also, I need to mention that we will remember our UMW sisters who passed away between September 2013 and 
August 2014 at the memorial service at the Annual Celebration. Each one will be remembered with a white carna-
tion that members from your unit may take with them. A form on which to indicate the member of your unit who 
passed away is contained in this newsletter. I will send a follow up letter to unit presidents in a few weeks. 

I’ll see you at the Annual Celebration. 

Carol 

Here we are again, time for Annual Celebration September 13th. Please preregister for this event 

so we can give the church a lunch count. I am looking forward to seeing all of you there. This 

year the Benton UMW has graciously excepted to host our event. I am looking forward to hear-

ing our keynote speaker, Pastor Bill Busch from Richland Center Peace and Trinity UMC. He 

plans on speaking on a mission trip that he and others went on to Honduras. They are also plan-

ning two more trips which he will be talking about in one of the afternoon breakout sessions. 

The District team will be talking about two of the classes from Mission u at the second breakout 

session. The third session will be “Imagine No More Malaria”. Nicole Wilkin will be leading 

this. You will be able to pick two of the three twenty minute afternoon sessions. 

Day of Enrichment will be Nov 1st at Viroqua UMC. The speaker will be Dorothy Wetterlin. 

There is no preregistering, just come that day and join us. Lunch will be provided by the district 

team. Dorothy is a member of Church Women United and will be speaking on Honduras. Come 

and find out more interesting details about this area and how you can help. 

God Bless 

Deb L. Yanske 

Coulee District Vice President 

From the Vice President’s Pen 



4  

 

 Malaria is a disease of poverty, accounting for over 200 million cases every year and killing one person every 

minute. For nearly two centuries, the people of The United Methodist Church have been working with our 

brothers and sisters in Africa – serving with the poor and creating solutions to these systemic problems.    

Building on  the success of Nothing But Nets, a new program to fight malaria was created in 2008. This initia-

tive, called Imagine No Malaria, is the extraordinary effort of The United Methodist Church to raise $75 million 

by 2015 to end deaths and suffering from malaria in Sub-Saharan Africa. This life-saving campaign funds the 

distribution of insecticide-treated bed nets along with a sustainable, comprehensive approach of prevention, 

education, treatment, and communication. 

To date, over $62 million has been raised toward our denominational goal - $40 million of which was raised in 

just the last year and a half alone.  Through the efforts of the United Methodist Church and our partners, we 

have successfully cut the death rate from malaria in half in just the last eight years. We’ve made incredible 

change, and we aren’t done yet.  

This year, the Wisconsin Conference UMC has committed to raise $1 million to support Imagine No Malaria by 

Annual Conference 2015.  We hope each person, church, and community can find ways to get involved with 

this life-changing project. $10 can save a life – how many lives will you save? 

 

For more information about how to get involved, please visit the resource table or contact the Wisconsin Im-

agine No Malaria Field Coordinator, Nicole Wilken at nwilken@wisconsinumc.org or 608-837-7328.       

Annual Celebration 2014 Keynote Speakers 

 

Pastor Bill Busch and Melissa Sprecher of Richland Center will be speaking 

about their July 2014 Mission Trip to Comayagua, Honduras.  On this trip a 5 

day Free General Healthcare Clinic was offered as well as 4 days of VBS and Life 

Skills Training that worked with 6 Honduran Churches and 1 orphanage.  Pastor 

Bill and Melissa will present pictures and tell stories on how this missional effort  

is helping bring hope into a country plagued with 

hopelessness. 

 In the Afternoon, conversation will continue on how Wisconsin United Method-

ist Church can make a direct impact on the lives of Honduarans in various prac-

tical and spiritual ways. 

In the afternoon one of the breakout sessions will focus on the above topic: No 

More Malaria. 

mailto:nwilken@wisconsinumc.org
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Coulee District Annual Celebration 

September 13, 2014 

Viroqua United Methodist church 

Keynote Speaker ***Pastor Bill Busch*** 

Registration Fee $10.00 Due by Sept. 5th 

(After Sept. 5th—$15.00) 

 

8:30 am—Registration  

9:15 am—Gathering & Singing 

9:30 am—Morning Session 

9:45 am— Keynote Speaker followed by business meeting 

1:00 pm—Interest Groups (you choose 2 when you get there) 

2:00 pm—Officer recognition— Elections/Officer Installation 

 

   ****************************************************************************** 

Annual  Celebration Registration— send to  

Stephanie Weber     E3937 Lake Rd.   Hillpoint, WI 53937 

 

Name : ___________________________ Phone _________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

Unit ___________________________   email ____________________ 
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Remembering Our Sisters in Faith 

Members Deceased Between Sept. 1, 2013—August 31, 2014 

Return Form to: Carol Lange, 625 N. 4th St., Platteville, 53818 

Due September 5th—Names will be recognized at Annual Celebration 

NO LATE NAMES WILL BE ACCEPTED  - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Name of Deceased Member of UMW ________________________________ 

Unit Name ____________________________________________ 

One or two sentences describing the individual 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Attach a separate sheet for additional members or information 

********************************************************************************** 

Local Unit Happenings!!!! 

 
MONTFORT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Invite you to hear an update on the Mission work in Haiti 
Speaker:  Carla Slesch, daughter of Carol Demert 
Date:  October 9, 2014 
Time: 1 p.m. 
  
MONTFORT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Invite you to their Salad Luncheon 
Date:  October 29, 2014 
Time:  12 Noon 
Musical Entertainment 
 

-Call Joy Bickford for information:  608-943-6269 
 

 
Local Units..send your happenings to the newsletter editor to be 
included in the next newsletter!!! 
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Continued on next page….. 
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WISCONSIN CONFERENCE MISSION TODAY UNIT (Revised 4/16/11) 

To become a MISSION TODAY Unit, the unit must meet eight of the following criteria, 

including four of those marked with an asterisk (*) 

. 

1. Use the Prayer Calendar at each general meeting to pray for mission workers and Projects.* 

2. The unit will make and meet its Pledge to Mission.* 

3. The unit will add at least one new member to its roll.* 

4. The unit will have at least one member subscribe to response magazine.* 

5. The unit will use two programs from the Program Book for United Methodist Women each year.* 

6. The unit or circle will conduct at least one mission study a year.* 

7. The unit will implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least one way during the year.*  

8. At least one member of the unit (other than a conference or district officer) will attend the Conference School of Christian Mission 

9. At least two members (other than a conference or district officer) will attend the District Meeting or Conference Annual Gather-

ing. 

10. The unit will have a least one person join the United Methodist Women’s Action Network to receive and respond to legislative 

information. Web address: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/act/network/ 

11. Members will write or Email to five persons listed in the Prayer Calendar each year. 

12. The unit will participate in the Campaign for Children in at least two ways. 

13. The unit will be a Five Star unit, contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving. 

14. Each unit or circle will include a response magazine moment where an item from the magazine will be lifted up as a way to tell 

the mission story. 

15. Have at least two people from the unit, circle or subgroup complete one of the Reading Program Plans and report on one of the 

books read; encourage all members to complete Plan One, have a book review program. 

16. The unit will invite a district or conference officer, other than that of a member of the unit, to one of the unit meetings during the 

year. 

17. Make a pledge to care for God’s creation and become a “Green” United Methodist Women unit (Get information on How to Be-

come a Green Unit at http://www.umwonline.org/environment or contact Women’s Division Community Action. 

18. Hold a Mini-Spiritual Growth Retreat. See Program Book for ideas. 

19. Unit to contribute at least $25.00 for School of Christian Mission. 

 

Unit Name: _____________________________________________________ 

We certify by signing of this form that our unit completed the following numbered activities and qualifies as a Mission Today Unit: 

Write numbers completed here ______________________ 

 

Signed : ___________________________________________  Officer signing form: _____________________________ 

Date:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Return to Jackie Rosenbaum, 27153 Maple Ridge Lane, Richland Center, WI  53581  by  November 1, 2014 
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Office Officer Contact 

President Carol Lange 625 N. 4th St., Platteville, WI  

53818 

608-348-4588   

Vice President Sharon Anderson 55947 St. Hwy  60, Prairie Du 

Chien, WI, 53821 

608-875-6072       

Secretary Martha Boyer 4638 Cty Rd. Z, Dodgeville, WI 

53533 

608-935-5790      marta@mhtc.net 

Treasurer  Stephanie Weber E3937 Lake Rd., Hillpoint, WI 

53937 

608-415-8835         everglowingem-

Mission Coordinator: 

Spiritual Growth 

Open  

Social Action Jane Prouty PO Box 45, Lime Ridge, WI  53942 

Education and Inter- Open  

Membership, Nurture 

& Outreach 

Jackie Rosenbaum 27153 Maple Ridge Lane, Richland 

Center, WI 53581 

608-647-3096                jackiejrosen-

baum@gmail.com 

Secretary of Program Open  

Newsletter Editor Sherry Krause 18969 Skyline Dr.,Muscoda, WI 

53573 

608-475-1576   sherrylynnpho-

tos@yahoo.ccom 

Chair of Nominations Deb Yanske PO Box 13, Avoca, WI  53506 

608-532-6853          deblyans-

ke@yahoo.com 

Nominations Com-

mittee 

Sherry Krause See above 

Coulee District 2015 Slate of Officers 
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Treasurer’s Checkbook 

 
P A G E  1 1  

Hello Again!  

  

Just a few reminders: 

  

The District Annual 

Celebration is fast ap-

proaching in Septem-

ber and I encourage 

you to attend. Please 

fill out the 2015 Pledge 

to Mission forms in 

this newsletter and 

bring them with you. If 

you are unable to at-

tend, or forget, they 
can also be mailed.  

  

During the District 

Annual Celebration 5-

Star Awards will be 

given. Your UMW can 

receive a 5-Star Award 

by generously donating 

to the five categories 

of Mission Giving 

(Pledge to Mission, 

Special Mission Recog-

nition, Gift to Mission, 

Gift in Memory, and 

World Thank Offer-

ing) Since I am new to 

this position I am real-

ly looking forward to 

making up the certifi-

cates and handing 

them out! 

  

Our Pledge to Confer-

ence for 2014 = 
$41,000; contributions 

received as of July 31st 

= $15,012. I under-

stand many units hold 

their fundraisers in the 

fall, so I am encourag-

ing you to push your-

selves during these 

critical fall months to 

meet our goal.  

  

With God all things 

are possible! When I 

recall, not so fondly, 

the bleakness of last 

winter and know life 

for so many people is 

the equivalent of that 

experience every day; 

I praise God for every 

check that arrives in 

my mailbox. Those 

offerings you send are 

like ingredients in our 
collective “UMW 

Stone Soup”. It helps 

nourish the body and 

soul. 

 Sincerely and God 

Bless, 

Stephanie Weber 

 

We would like to personally thank each church that hosted Clusters this year!! 

 

Also thank you each and every one of you who attended this informative event.  

 

If you are a church interested in hosting an event in the future please contact a District 

Team member and let us know. 

Coulee District Team is looking for a 

few good women!!! 

Join the team today! Many offices open!  No experi-

ence necessary and lots of benefits :)   

Contact Sharon Anderson for more details 



12  

 



13  

 



14  

 

P A G E  1 4  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  3  

Secretary’s Notes... 
 

This week, when I saw “lists of school 
supplies” and aisle after aisle of pencils, 
note books, ring binders, etc. I suddenly 
realized that summer is almost over! The 
highlight of my summer was Mission U, a 
truly wonderful rest for my weary body 
and soul. The two classes,” How Is it With 
Your Soul?” and “The Church and People 
with Disabilities” was exactly what I 
needed to bring peace to my soul and to 
heighten my awareness of the “unseen” 
disabilities and how to become an advo-
cate for our brothers and sisters in the 
church. Women who attended for the first 
time, vowed to come back. One first timer 
who came to Overview Day will set aside 
time to attend the four day session next 
year. Thanks be to God! 
Preparations by the District Mission Team 

are on the way for our District Celebration 
at the Benton UMC. The church is a won-
derful historic church and the women are 
very gracious and are eagerly awaiting 
our arrival…..let’s not disappoint them. 
Come join us for a day of fellowship, 
learning, good food and a time to renew 
acquaintances and make new friends. 
Be sure to make enough copies of the reg-
istration form in this issue of the ECHOES 
to pass around to all the women in your 
church. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing many of 
you in Benton! 
 
Martha Boyer 
District Secretary 
marta@mhtc.net 

608-574-5236 

 

Coulee District United Methodist Women   2015 Pledge To Mission 

 

The ________________________ Unit of the Coulee District UMW pledges  

$______________ for the year 2015 

 

Treasurer’s name, Address, phone number  ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

President’s Name, Address, and Phone Number ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Bring this Pledge form to the District Annual Celebration or mail to: 

Stephanie Weber, E3937 Lake Rd., Hillpoint, WI  53937 

mailto:marta@mhtc.net
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COULEE DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

Sherry Krause, Editor 

205 William St. 

Avoca, WI 53506 

Return Service Requested 

 

SAVE THE 2014 DATES: 

READ ME & SHARE 

with your group! 

DISTRICT ANNUAL  

CELEBRATION 

September 13  Benton UMC 

CONFERENCE ANNUAL  

GATHERING 

October 17-18  Asbury UMC, Madison 

DAY OF ENRICHMENT November 1  Viroqua UMC 


