August 2015

THE PURPOSE
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.
_______________________________________________________________________________

From Your President
Hello to all of my UMW sisters (and brothers) in Christ. My time just whirls by; it doesn't seem like
we should be at the end of another quarter. Right now my head is full of Mission u and I
am so looking forward to going and enriching my life with more slants and ideas on God's word.
His Book is so rich and every time I turn to it He gives me a new revelation. We are so blessed to
have such an omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent Almighty God and loving Heavenly Father.
There are so many activities to organize and look forward to. Has your local United Methodist
Women's group invited a District person to visit one of your meetings as yet for this year? We will be
happy to do a program on whatever you wish and answer any questions you have. If we do not have
an answer off hand we will search for it. We are happy to help you in any way we can.
Another activity I am thinking of and planning for with my local group is United Methodist Women's
Sunday. If you would like some help in planning or conducting this event call on us. Do put your
requests in early so we can plan for it also.
Our next big event is our Fall Gathering and Annual Business meeting. This is very important to the
continuance of our most important organization. There are so many of God's children out there who
depend upon us. We have begun to plan the meeting and we think it is going to be exciting and
enlightening. We hope to have a big surprise for you all and we surely hope that you all will mark
September 19th on you calendar and plan to meet us there!
Have a wonderful summer and enjoy the wonderful world that God has made for us.
Take care and God bless......
evio31@outlook.com
715 354-3197
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Evie

Greetings from the Vice President: Terry Giles
Isaiah 58:11 The Lord will guide you always.
The Lord will guide you always. Isn’t that a comforting thought ~ knowing the Lord is right there
“guiding” us all the time.
The Wisconsin Conference is in the midst of some big changes ~ the Chippewa District (soon to be
known as the North West District) will experience very few changes. Our borders have had a few
adjustments, but very minor compared to other districts. Our Leadership Team has remained pretty
much intact, with the exception of our Nomination Chairperson from Medford. She will now be a part
of the North Central District. Change is never easy. We can be thankful that we will be facing fewer
challenges than the other districts, but even so, the change will affect us all.
.
Our past District Superintendent Ann Spindt-Henschel was responsible for the Chippewa District and
the Heartland District. With redistricting, our District, like the other four districts will each have their
own District Superintendent. Reverend Kate Croskery Jones has been appointed District
Superintendent for our new North West District. Again this will impact our district in a more positive
way than what other districts may experience.
As the Wisconsin Conference faces this transition, remember the words from Isaiah 58:11, “The Lord
will guide you always”. Change is often difficult but it can also bring us new opportunities.
Remember God is with us during this transition. His glory may be revealed to us as He guides us
through the challenges we will be faced with during this period of transition.

Terry Giles, Vice President
12590 County Road D
Grantsburg, WI 54840

GREETINGS FROM YOUR SECRETARY
A quote from Our Soul in Action:
“If we would be your people blessed…..GO…
We must look in the window of the world…
To see as You see
To LOVE AS YOU LOVE…
To act as you act.”
As UM Women, we must find ways to put LOVE in action! We can:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Listen without interrupting.
Speak without accusing.
Give without sparing.
Pray without ceasing.
Answer without arguing.
Share without pretending.
Enjoy without complaining.
Trust without wavering.
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(Secretary – continued from page 3)

9. Forgive without punishing.
10. Promise without forgetting.
As the autumn season approaches, there will be many opportunities to practice putting LOVE in
action!! God is here to help us!!
In the remaining months of 2015, if your unit has any change of officers, please let me know as soon
as possible. If you have any questions, feel free to call or e-mail me or tell me at the Fall Gathering
in Menomonie in September. I am looking forward to meeting you at the Conference Annual
Gathering in Eau Claire in October.
Janet M. Knutson , CDUMW Secretary
P.O. Box 12
Star Prairie, WI 54026
rjknutson@frontiernet.net
715-248-3231

Our District Treasurer
Dear Sisters,
Thank You! Your efforts and faithfulness in serving our Lord has brought hope and encouragement
to many people this year. God bless you for your willingness to share your gifts and talents, enriching
the lives of those in need.
EARLY DEADLINE!
Due to the re-districting of the Wisconsin Conference UMW, all Local Units must remit their 2015
Mission Monies to me by: NOVEMBER 30, 2015.
Any monies received after November 30 will be returned to your Local Unit.
In December, all Wisconsin District UMW Treasurers have been asked to close their books and bank
accounts and send all monies to the Wisconsin Conference UMW Treasurer. Then, in January 2016,
the Conference Treasurer will send each “new” UMW District funds to open “new” bank accounts for
their “new” district.
As of January 1, 2016, I will be able to accept your mission monies, once again. All checks should
be made payable to: NORTH WEST DISTRICT UMW. Any checks sent to me for the “Chippewa
District UMW” will be returned. I will update you if any changes develop between now and 2016.
Thank you for allowing me to serve you as the Chippewa District UMW Treasurer for a second year.
It has been a pleasure and a wonderful learning experience.
Please contact me should you have any questions, concerns, or need remittance forms.
Smile! God loves you abundantly!
Robin Peterson, Treasurer
3487 120 th St, Frederic WI 54837
rlhula@yahoo.com
715-653-2382
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Program Resources

The Road Could be Bumpy!

While working on a sermon recently, I came
across a poem that I proceeded to use and later
while seeking the source of the poem, I
discovered it on the internet in a variety of forms
“ A book is a dream that you hold in your hand”
but also attributed to or claimed to be by a variety
Neil Gaiman.
of people. So while I ask you to think your way
“The only important thing in a book is the meaning through this poem I also ask forbearance for
quoting something whose true source I seem to
that it has for you” W. Somerset Maugham.
be unable to discover.
A few quotes about BOOKS to help you
God Said No
remember to keep reading from your UMW
reading list.
I asked God to take away my bad habits.
God said, no.
They are not for me to take away, but for you to
give them up.

If your interested in Muslim people and all the
ways folks are affected by living their beliefs read
“The Golden Cage” by Shirin Ebadi. I found it
facinating. It is about 3 brothers and the choices
they make in life.
I’m ordering books early August for Fall Gathering
soooooo keep reading!

I asked God to grant me patience.
God said, no.
Patience is a byproduct of tribulations; it isn’t
granted, it is learned.

Secretary of Program Resources
Billie LaBumbard
715 635 7045

I asked God to give me happiness.
God said, no.
I give you blessings; happiness is up to you.
I asked God to make my spirit grow.
God said, no.
You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to
make you fruitful.

Quilt Squares

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life.
God said, no.
I will give you life, so that you may enjoy all things.
At our SDOE, I was able to find “homes” for 19 of
the 1991 banner squares which netted $145. I
have received another $5 since then. However, I
have 15 left. I realize some no longer have units,
but someone might just be interested in having it. I
will bring them along to the Fall Gathering in
Menomonie. The squares remaining are:
Altoona, Arkansaw, Ashland, Bay City, Downing,
Elk Mound, Ellsworth, Hallie, Hudson, Iron Creek,
Jim Falls, Knapp, Maiden Rock, Sanborn, and
Shell Lake. I would hope to see you in
Menomonie, but if you can’t, maybe someone can
pick it up for you. I would be happy to see it
returned to that church. A decision about what to
do with it could then be made locally. Please try
to join us!

I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as
He loves me.
God said……Ahhhh, finally you have the idea.
I think oftentimes that we forget, in our human
frailty, that grace is there for us to claim, but when
we grasp it, we are expected to put some effort
into the rest of the journey. God’s gift to us was
His Son and what a gift it was! BUT, our
acceptance of that doesn’t then mean the ride is
free of effort.

God gave us His Only Son………..His Son left us
the Holy Spirit for counsel and guidance………Let
us, as United Methodist Women, accept the grace
given, seek the counsel, and provide the muscle
to get our job done!
Liz Dempsey,
Historian, Barbara Bender
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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Social Action: Jean Kissack

Medicare, and Medicaid be included in the
WHCOA’s policy proposals.

Here is a letter from the Caring Across
America Team:

Thanks,
Matthew, Esther, and the Caring Across Team

The White House Conference on Aging kicks off
on Monday, and organizers are still putting the
finishing touches on the day's program — and
ultimately their final policy proposals.
They can't afford to ignore the programs that
support Americans as they age: Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.

PS — The White House Conference on Aging is a
pretty big deal. Keep an eye out over the next few
days for more ways to get involved and
opportunities to follow along on Monday.
Thanks!
Jean Kissack,
Social Action Coordinator

These programs have long enabled seniors and
people with disabilities to live and age with
independence and health. But as our country gets
older, we face new challenges, and families can’t
bear the burden of caregiving alone.
The WHCOA must call for protecting and
modernizing these programs so that they
address the needs of today’s families.

Membership Nurture & Outreach
Coordinator
Hope all are enjoying the summer weather and
getting together with family to enjoy God's
blessings.

Social Security supports millions of older
Americans, providing a majority of the income of
more than two thirds of retirees. But for too many,
it’s still not enough and many seniors live in
poverty, even after working hard for decades. And
family members who leave work to care for a
loved one lose out on future Social Security
benefits.

The Hammond UMW has been removed from our
local units list as they have no unit of their own
and do not wish to be in with New Centerville.
The Christmas Party on Dec 5th will be at the
Little Taste of Italy in Colfax, WI.

One of the things Caring Across will propose
next week is the creation of caregiver credits
that treat time spent providing care family
members the same as work at a job when
calculating benefits.

Several visits have been completed and no
outstanding issues have arisen except questions
about the 2019 150yrs campaign. Many of the
units are not meeting for the summer months but
will resume in September. More contacts will be
made by me at that time.

Medicare and Medicaid are extremely successful
programs that provide critical health care
coverage for our nation’s oldest and poorest
residents, but millions of people still fall through
the gaps and are left without essential coverage.
Nobody should have to intentionally go into
poverty to afford home care services, so we’ll call
for consumer asset protection in Medicaid. We’ll
also push for the rebalancing of Medicaid toward
a greater investment in and emphasis on home
and community-based services.

Blessings to all,
Rita Stearns, Chair MNO

Moses was said to be the
meekest man on the face of
the earth (Num 12:3) but

It's vital that the White House Conference on
Aging addresses these gaps in our elder
support system. Join us in demanding that
protecting and modernizing Social Security,

meekness is not weakness but
it is strength under control.
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Greetings from your E & I Coordinator

Nominating Report for 2016
Nominees for Chippewa District Officers:
Nominations Chairperson 2016 - 2017
- Annette Pederson

Officers Remaining in Office:
President 2014-2017 Evie Oneil
Vice President 2015-2016 - Terry Giles
As I write this to all of you, we’ve just celebrated
th
the 4 of July. When you read it, we will be in the Secretary 2014-2017 Janet Knutson
month of August and looking forward to beginning Treasurer 2014-2017 Robin Peterson
many new activities for UMW. Many of the District Social Action 2014-2016 Jean Kissack
Spiritual Growth 2014-2017 Liz Dempsey
Officers will have attended Mission u late in July
Program Resources 2014-2017 Billie LaBumbard
and would we love to share some of our studies
with you in your units. Please invite your sister, or Membership Nurture & Outreach 2015-2017
any one of us, to come. This could fulfill 1-2 of the -Rita Stearns
Education & Interpretation Coordinator 2015-2016
Mission Today Tasks and we would treasure the
- Suzanne Heabler
chance to be with you.
Committee on Nominations:
***** At our District Spring Day of Enrichment in
Class of 2016: Karen Stimeling
April, we made a point of how very vital reading
through and using ALL of the information given or Editor: Marion Strandberg
sent to you in the packets is to everyone!!!!!
Historian: Barb Bender
In your packets that you will be receiving at
the District Annual Gathering in September,
Retiring Officers:
you will find a new Mission Today Tasks
Report Form. EVERY UNIT NEEDS TO FILL
Nominations Chairperson for 2015
OUT THIS FORM NO MATTER HOW MUCH
- Donna Cochran
YOU MAY HAVE COMPLETED!! Please add any
Nominations
Committee
information about your activities, even if you
- Katie Hoyt
need another sheet. I want to know, PLEASE &
- Alvina Tinsley
THANK YOU!!!!!
I pray I will not need to call, e-mail, or write to
units not responding as that is not a valuable use
of time and resource, and UMW is very conscious
of saving our resources for good use, right?
Questions or comments?
Suzanne Heabler,
715-552-7369
heablers1971@charter.net
Kind words can be short and easy to
speak, but their echoes are truly
endless.
- Mother Teresa 7

CHIPPEWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Annual Fall Gathering
Saturday, September 19, 2015
Menomonie United Methodist Church
2703 Bongey Drive
Menomonie, WI 54751
715-235-0654
Theme for the Day
Embracing All
Guest Speaker
- Beyond Inclusion to Integration: A practical theology Reverend Kate Croskery Jones
North West District Superintendent
Mission Outreach Offering
Stepping Stones of Dunn County
See page 9 of this WEAVER for more information on this Mission and items on their wish list.
Registration . . .8:30am
Program . ... . . 9:15am

Singing & Gathering . . . 9:00am
Sending Forth . . . . . . . . 3:00pm
Directions to Church
See page 9 of this WEAVER

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - REGISTRATION
Deadline: September 11th
Registration + meal $15 – no refunds
Please attach names of all registrants to this form or copy form for each person. Please print names.
NAME_______________________________________UNIT NAME __________________________
First time at a UMW gathering? _____Dietary Needs: early lunch/ special foods (specify) _____________
Childcare: $3 per child/max $5 per family. Number of children _____Ages __________________
(Please bring a sack lunch for each child)
Registrations:

Mission Outreach Offering:

Make checks payable to:
Chippewa District UMW (memo: registration)
Mail to:
Marion Strandberg
1101 Weather Ridge Rd.
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-497-5317

Make checks payable to:
Chippewa District UMW (memo: Stepping Stones)
Bring to Spring Day of Enrichment or Mail to:
Robin Peterson
3487 120th St.
Frederic, WI 54837
715-653-2382 (evenings)

Questions: Call

Evie O'Neil at 715-354-3197 or e-mail evio31@outlook.com for more information.
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DIRECTIONS TO MENOMONIE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Take Hwy. 25 to 28th Ave., turn west and take 28th Ave. to Bongey Drive, turn left and follow to
Menomonie United Methodist Church.

MISSION OUTREACH
Stepping Stones of Dunn County
Stepping Stones seeks to foster a community that prevents hunger, homelessness and isolation
throughout Dunn County through its three programs.
• The Food Pantry provides food and personal care items to people in need and is currently
averaging 1,300 visits permonth.
• The Stepping Stones Shelters provide emergency shelter, housing assistance, and referral
services.
• The Community Connections Program connects volunteers to people needing support
services and provides direct assistance to people in emergency financial need as funds are
available.
Wish List:
–
–
–
–

peanut butter
rice
dry beans
pasta

- canned meat
- canned fruit
- canned vegetables
- pasta sauce

-Laundry soap
- toilet paper
- paper towels
- Kleenex

OUR SPEAKER

Kathryn (Kate) Croskery Jones, District Superintendent of the new North West District, is a graduate
of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary with Masters degrees in both Divinity and Pastoral Care
& Counseling. She also has a Certificate in Religion and Self Psychology from the Center for
Religion and Psychotherapy of Chicago and is a PhD Candidate at the Institute for Clinical Social
Work of Chicago where she is completing a dissertation on Healing and Holy Communion.
Prior to entering full time ministry, Kate practiced law in both Illinois and Wisconsin. With interests in
healing and justice she had served on the staff of JustPeace (Now part of the General Board of
Church and Society) and under appointment at Women and Children’s Horizons, Inc. in Kenosha.
Kate has served in urban, suburban and rural churches of various sizes including Paris Corners
(student appointment), Racine: Trinity (student), Elm Grove Community (staff) and under
appointment at Milwaukee: Central and New London. Kate has chaired the Administrative Review
Committee, and serves on Program & Arrangements, Spiritual Formation and the Conference
Strategy Board. She is a member of the Fox Valley Walk to Emmaus Community. Kate’s home
church is Kenosha: First.
Kate is a Master Gardener. She is married to Robert Jones, who is a Neurologist with Ministry Health
Care. Kate and Bob have three adult children, Griffith, Virginia and Caroline who all reside in the
Milwaukee area.
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2016 PLEDGE TO MISSION
CHIPPEWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

THE ___________________________UNIT OF CHIPPEWA DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN PLEDGE $___________ FOR 2016. WE REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF MISSION
GIVING AND WILL ASK GOD’S HELP TO FULFILL THIS PLEDGE.
MISSION GIVING NEEDED TO MEET THE DISTRICT PLEDGE TO CONFERENCE

Please bring this form to the Annual Gathering September 19 th
or mail to:

Robin Peterson
3487 120th St.
Frederic, WI 54837

This is the pledge. Do not send Pledge Money until 2016.


Women to be remembered during the Memorial Service
at the Chippewa District UMW Annual Gathering September 19th
PLEASE SUBMIT A FORM LISTING THE NAME OF THE UNIT MEMBER DECEASED FROM
SEPTEMBER 1, 2014 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2015 IF THERE ARE NO DECEASED MEMBERS
FROM YOUR UNIT, STILL SUBMIT A FORM , THIS WILL BE PART OF THE ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP REPORT.
Name of Unit ________________________________________________________
Name(s) of those to be recognized _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Please send by September 11th to:
Rita Stearns
2301 West 26th St.
Bloomer, WI 54724
ritast@charter.net
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SLATE OF OFFICERS FORM FOR LOCAL UMW UNITS FOR 2016
Local Church ________________________________________ Phone _________________________
Address ____________________________________________ City
Pastor _____________________________________________

________________________

Zip code ____________

Please print or type the information on this form. Include all information requested including the area code on phone
numbers and email addresses if available. Please include your unit’s meeting dates, times and places.
RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM BY SEPTEMBER 15th OR AS SOON AFTER YOUR OFFICER SLATE
FOR 2016 IS COMPLETED. THANK YOU.
PRESIDENT _____________________________________ Phone________________________
Address _________________________________City _________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail address ___________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT_________________________________ Phone _______________________
Address ________________________________ City _________________________ Zip _____________
E-mail address _________________________________
SECRETARY ___________________________________ Phone _______________________
Address ________________________________City ________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________________
TREASURER ___________________________________ Phone ________________________
Address _______________________________City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ___________________________________
MISSION COORDINATOR FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH _________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________ ________

Phone __________________________

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR SOCIAL ACTION ______________________________________________
Address ______________________________ City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________ _______
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Phone __________________________

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR PROGRAM RESOURCES ______________________________________
Address _______________________________City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ___________________________________

Phone __________________________

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION _______________________________
Address _______________________________ City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________ _________

Phone __________________________

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH _________________________
Address _______________________________City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________ _________

Phone __________________________

NOMINATIONS CHAIRPERSON _____________________________________________________
Address _______________________________City _________________________ Zip ____________
E-mail address ____________________________ ________

Phone __________________________

UNIT MEETING DATES & TIMES (ALSO PLACE IF OTHER THAN CHURCH):
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Please return to:
Janet Knutson
Chippewa UMW District Secretary
PO Box 12
Star Prairie, WI 54026
e- mail: rjknutson@frontiernet.net

If any addresses change during the year, please let Janet Knutson know
of the change, so our records can be kept up to date.

We want you to know
That we appreciate you,
Your tireless service for the Lord
Is reflected in all you do
So we pray that you will know
How special you are to us
And to carry on the work of God,
Serving in His love.
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Redistricting Plans for Wisconsin Conference

Wisconsin Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has announced the new district lines for the Wisconsin
Conference. The Church will be switching from 8 (eight) to 5 (five) districts beginning in July 2015.
Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women will move to these districts beginning January of
2016. More information, maps and lists of churches for each district can be found on the Wisconsin
Conference UMC website. Take a look. Where will you be in 2016 (North Central? North East? North
West? South East or South West?).
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(Sooner that you think)
Jurisdiction 2016!
Every four years United Methodist Women in each Jurisdiction come together in order to elect leadership.
We elect members for the Board of Directors and also members for the Program Advisory Group.
The North Central Jurisdiction meeting will be June 24-26, 2016 in Grand Rapids, MI. Plenaries,
worship and workshops will be open to all attendees. So save the date and plan to join us as we
inhale "A Fresh Wind Blowing".
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An Instrument of Peace
Lord, make me a chan2nel of your peace:
where there is hatred,
may I bring love;
where there is wrong,
may I bring the spirit of forgiveness,
where there is discord,
may I bring harmony;
where there is error,
may I bring truth;
where there is doubt,
may I bring hope;
where there are shadows,
may I bring light;
where there is sadness,
may I bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort
than to be comforted;
rather to understand than to be understood;
rather to love than to be loved,
for it is in forgetting myself that I find:
It is by forgiving that I am forgiven.
~ Francis of Assisi -

2015
CALENDAR
September 19 – Chippewa District Annual
Gathering Menomonie UMC
October 23 – 24 Conference Annual Gathering at
Lake Street – Eau Claire
December 5 – Christmas Team luncheon at Little
Taste of Italy in Colfax
DEADLINES for Local Units

*** SAVE THE DATE ***
WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE
October 23 - 24
Eau Claire Lake Street
United Methodist Church
Lake Street, Eau Claire
Look for more information on the UMW
website and in your packets at the District
Annual Gathering in Menomonie

Sept 11th – Registration for Chippewa District
Annual Gathering due
Sept 11th – Form due for Women to be
Remembered at Memorial Service at
Annual Gathering
Sept 14th – Slate of Officer Report for all units
due
st
Sept 19 – Pledge to Mission Form to be turned
in at Annual Gathering
*Nov 30th – Remittances from all Unit Treasurers
due (Please read Treasurers report)
Dec 1st – Reading Reports due
Dec 15th – Mission Today Report Forms due
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August 2015 WEAVER

pstrandberg1367@charter.net

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEAVER ON-LINE, at no cost, please
e-mail the address below and indicate that you wish to start receiving
the WEAVER by e-mail.

_____________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE______ZIP___________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

NAME _______________________________ UMW UNIT___________

Please print and include with donation:

Marion Strandberg, WEAVER editor
1101 Weather Ridge Rd.
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715/497-5317

All unit Presidents, Vice-presidents, Treasurers and Secretaries will
receive the WEAVER at no cost. Any other Unit officers or members
who wish to receive the WEAVER may subscribe to it by sending a
donation of $3.00 (3 issues a year) along with your name and address
to the address below. Please make checks payable to the Chippewa
District UMW.

Published 3 times a year by the Chippewa District of The United
Methodist Women of Wisconsin. Feel free to reproduce these
materials.

Trinity United Methodist Church
201 W. Central St.
Chippewa Fall, WI 54729
Non-Profit Org.
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