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ARE YOU A BEACON? 
Christmas has come and gone for another year.  One of the 

things I like most about Christmas is the lights, not only the 

lights on the trees, but the lights outside.  The nights of the 

months of December and January seem to be a couple of the 

darkest of the year.  And, the outdoor displays just light up the 

night. 

My husband and I live out in the country.  We haven’t decorated a lot outside in the past years, but have 

some net lights that we put on the bush that is outside our bow window in the living room.  When we go 

out in the evening we turn on the bush lights and when we come home these lights are like a beacon 

telling us that this is where we live. 

When I read Response magazine and see all the different ways and the different places in the world that 

United Methodist women is showing the way for women, children and youth to have a better life, I 

believe that UMW is a beacon.  It makes me feel that I am a part of something worthwhile.  Do you 

know that your giving supports 97 national mission institutions in the United States and more than 200 

project worldwide?  You can go to the mission map listed on the UMW website and learn about the 

direct service these organizations provide: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/give/nmimap.  Or check 

out the international mission engagement at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/give/missionmap.  See 

where your money is being put to good use. 

Mary Trettin, Winnebago District President 
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SECRETARY 

Hello from your District Secretary, Chris Worrall! 

You’ll want to calendar these UMW dates and keep a record of the district officers should you need to contact one 

of them. 

Future Dates 

April 13, 2013:  Winnebago Team Meeting at Algoma UMC in Oshkosh, WI  9:00AM 

May 4, 2013:      Winnebago/Nicolet District Spring Retreat at Kaukauna Peace UMC   

July 22 – 25 2013:  Mission U at Westwood Convention Center, Wausau, WI 

July 26, 2013:  Mission U Overview Day at Westwood Convention Center, Wausau, WI 

August 10, 2013:  Winnebago District Team Meeting at Berlin UMC in Berlin, WI 

October 5, 2013:  Winnebago District Annual Gathering at Berlin UMC in Berlin, WI 

October 18 & 19, 2013:  Conference Annual Gathering at Portage 

I trust this will be helpful to you.  I hope to see many of you at the Spring Retreat at Kaukauna Peace United 

Methodist Church.  It is always an exciting meeting and full of growth and new ideas. 

Sincerely,  Chris Worrall 

Winnebago District Secretary 

worralltca@charter.net 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

Hello!  I am your new Communications Coordinator for the Winnebago District.  Sadly, Andrea Willetts has had to 

resign her position on the District Team.  We will miss her!  I, especially, will miss her because putting this 

newsletter together has been an adventure!  I have tried to include as many people as I could on the e-mail list.  If 

you know of someone that would like to be added, or someone who needs it mailed, please let me know.  I will 

add them to the list.  Because of e-mail file size limitations, if you are able to make a photocopy for them that 

would be appreciated, but we don’t want to leave anyone out!  

If you have anything that you want included in the April newsletter let me know.  I do the newsletter in Microsoft, 

so if you are able to get it onto a word document and attach it to an e-mail, or mail it that is preferred.  However, if 

that doesn’t work for you get it here in any way that you can.  If I can’t figure it out I am sure one of my kids can!  

Valorie Caldwell 

318 Rose Avenue  

Fond du Lac, WI  54935 

(920) 933-3756 ; e-mail :  vcaldwell571@charter.net 

HISTORIAN NEEDED! 

Winnebago District is in need of a Historian!   

We are looking for someone who has a camera to take pictures of district activities, plus keep a file of 

our newsletters, annual gathering booklets, etc. 

The position is for 4 years and will be appointed by the District President.  You would be a member of 

the Executive Team without vote.  

If you are interested in this position, please give me a call at (920) 766-5077, or email me at 

mftrettin@baycomwi.com 
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SOCIAL ACTION 
 

ATTENTION---At our district team meeting we decided upon a goal for this year.  It is 

suggested that our UNITS do local mission projects.  Please take pictures and we will 

display them at our October 5 Winnebago Annual Gathering at Berlin UMC. 

To be active in Social Action we need to be equipped with scripture, education, and be 

an advocate.  At our baptism we became a part of God’s life.  We became a part of the 

true vine, Jesus Christ.  “He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ” - Philippians 

1:6.  What a joy that God has a plan for your life and that he will grow you spiritually and be of good character to 

do His will.   

In Ephesians 4:11 still others have a gift for caring for God’s people as a shepherd does his sheep, leading, and 

teaching them in the ways of God.  Galatians 5:22: “But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives he will produce this 

kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control”.  This 

scripture is comforting and aids us to be equipped to serve our neighbors.   

We are to choose a social issue, learn about it, and act to resolve it.  Through our servant hood we share love, 

time, and gifts of the Holy Spirit for our neighbors. 

 

Sharon Kardoskee 

TREASURER 

 

Here we are once again at the beginning of a bright new year.  Let us not consider it a year of work and drudgery 

but a year full of exciting challenges and opportunities.  United Methodist Women is an organization for mission.  

Which missions do you and your local organization feel called 

to?  - Hmong House of Good News? – UMCOR Projects?  - World 

Thank Offering?  There are many worthwhile opportunities for 

us to be involveed in.  We can make a difference.  

We ended the year 2012 in a good position.  We made and 

exceeded our pledge, the only District in the Wisconsin 

Conference to do so.  A copy of the year-end report is included 

in this newsletter.  Thank you so much for making this possible.  

We also thank God for making this opportunity possible.  The issues regarding recognition pins have been taken 

care of.  Everyone has now received the pins they ordered, but questions still remain.  In an effort to help, we offer 

the following guidelines: 

Defective pins (loose back, etc) should be reported within six months of receipt of pin.  It is my 

understanding that it is sometimes hard to track the order after six months. 

Pins lost by recipient should be the obligation of the recipient.  The $40. cost may be submitted to 

the District Treasurer with a Special Recognition form (please print clearly) and a notation that a 

certificate is not needed. Also list the name and address where the pin should be sent. 

Please try to attend one or more of the District and Conference functions this year, 2013 – Annual Gatherings, 

Winnebago/Nicolet District Retreat, Mission U.  The fellowship is excellent, and a lot of useful information is 

learned at these events.  I have attended these functions, and they are spiritually uplifting and educational with 

fun times mixed in.  I look forward to seeing each and every one of you during this year.  May God bless you and 

your endeavors. 

Bev Kimble 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 

Hello!  I hope this finds everyone doing well.  I am looking forward to another year of reading!  We have some 

books on the Reading List this year that look really good.  I am going to read “Fatty Legs” just because I like the 

name!  It does sound like an important book about a young girl trying to fit in.  If you are looking for a daily 

devotional, try “Morning Coffee with James”. There is also a book by Debbie Macomber on this year’s list, “One 

Simple Act” about generosity and how miracles can happen as a result.   

 

This year you can read from Reading Program lists from 2009 through 2013 to get credit for the Reading Program.  

Also remember that reading Response Magazine is a requirement of all four plans. 

 

I hope to see many of you at the Winnebago/Nicolet District Spring Retreat on May 4.   

 

Happy Reading! 

Val Caldwell 

(920) 933-3756;   vcaldwell571@charter.net 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

I Hope winter is not treating you too badly and you are staying warm. 

Our wonderful organization known as United Methodist Women (UMW) is a blessing to so many women, youth 

and children.  Elections will be held at our annual gathering on October 5 in Berlin.  Positions to be voted on for the 

2014-15 team are Vice President, Treasurer, Program Resources and the Mission Coordinators of Spiritual Growth, 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach, Social Action and Education and Interpretation.  We also need a Vice 

President for this year and a Communications Coordinator for 2013-2014.  Also needed are members for the 

Committee on Nominations.   

Please fill out the Potential Leaders Information Form included in the Winn-D and return it to me. 

In Christian Friendship, 

Alma Grace, Chair of Nominations 

319 Doty Street 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935-2248 

(920) 922-6557 

Committee Members 

  Betty Merington 

  (920) 426-1605 

  bmerington@yahoo.com 

 

  Sarah Thompson 

  (920) 233-1227 

  Sarahet42@gmail.com 
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Membership, Nurture, Outreach 

 Nurture was mentioned in our September, 2012 Winn-D article. After a recent District UMW Team meeting, one 

of the members gave me some new insights about her interpretation of the word nurture. Her suggestions included 

ways in which we could know our UMW sisters more fully, support them and rejoice with them. One of the ways in 

which we do that at our team meetings is through interactive games. Google ‘Christian Women Icebreakers’, this site 

provides several listings of good ideas that don’t take a lot of time to play but help people get better acquainted. For 

instance ask members to work in pairs or 4’s. Ask them to share how their name was chosen and why. What is one thing 

they would like to do in life? Who has been a UMW member the longest time?  

 Do your members provide a meal to a family in times of illness or loss? Do you help celebrate a birthday with a 

greeting card or note? Do you have an ‘adoptive sister ‘  relationship for shut-ins who were or are UMW members? 

NURTURE! NURTURE! NURTURE! 

 Unfortunately I am still waiting for 14 of the year end membership reports. Please check your files or the 

report form or call or e-mail me for a copy. Thank you!! 

Rachel Benton, 1731 White Swan Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901-3126 (920) 231-7724, <bentonr1430@yahoo.com>  

 

 

A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU 

 

FROM YOUR MISSION COORDINATOR FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

Read (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

The incredible promise of this verse is a treasure chest of peace as we enter a new year. Whatever the 

months ahead hold for us, this promise is a sure place to set your heart. 

Soaking up the peace and confidence of full trust in our Lord keeps us in a place of productivity, fruitfulness 

and hope, no matter what goes on around us. 

As you walk through 2013 make this promise your own. Determine to put your roots down deep into the fresh 

supply of His living water every day. Be intentional about time in God’s presence listening to worship music, 

reading His word and bringing your thanksgiving into His throne room as you bring your requests to Him. 

Enjoy the Lord this year as you never have before and experience the lush green of walking together with Him. 

 

Rita Wuyts 

   



 
 

 

President 

Mary Trettin (2012) 

W422 County Rd CE 

Kaukauna, WI  54130 

(920) 766-5077 

mftrettin@baycomwi.com 

 

Vice President - Vacant 

Secretary 

Chris Worrall (2012) 

730 Woodside Avenue 

Ripon, WI  54971 

(920) 748-7858 

worralltca@charter.net 

 

Treasurer 

Bev Kimble (2013) 

105 Queens Way 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935 

(920) 933-2771 

(E-mail contact via Val Caldwell) 

 

Communications Coordinator 

 

Val Caldwell 

318 Rose Avenue 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935 

(920) 933-3756 

Vcaldwell571@charter.net 

 

Committee on Nominations 

Alma Grace (2013) – Chair 

319 Doty Street 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935 

(920) 922-6557 

 

Sarah Thompson (2016) 

1720 Graber Street 

Oshkosh, WI  54901 

(920) 233-1227 cell (608) 813-0471 

Sarahet42@gmail.com 

 

Betty Merington (2013) 

1010 E. Murdock, #1 

Oshkosh, WI  54901 

(920) 426-1605 

bmerington@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary of Program Resources 

Val Caldwell (2013) 

318 Rose Avenue 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935 

(920) 933-3756 

Vcaldwell571@charter.net 

 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Spiritual Growth 

Rita Wuyts (2013)  

1017 Augustine Street 

Kaukauna, WI  54130 

(920) 766-2818 

Foxyg-ma@new.rr.com 

 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

Rachel Benton (2013) 

1731 White Swan Drive 

Oshkosh, WI  54901 

(920) 231-7724 

bentonr1430@yahoo.com 

 

Social Action 

Sharon Kardoskee (2013)  

2915 S. Gladys Street 

Appleton, WI  54935 

(920) 739-1142 

skardoskee@gmail.com 

 

Education and Interpretation 

Betty Eichstedt (2013) 

558 Hope Avenue 

Ripon, WI  54971 

(920) 748-2755 

 

Historian – vacant 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Gordon Lind 

1500 N. Casaloma Drive, Suite 409 

Appleton, WI  54913-8220 

(920) 991-0548; fax (920) 991-0549 

glind@wisconsinumc.org 

 

District Pledge to Conference:  $32,000.00 

 

2013 OFFICERS WINNEBAGO DISTRICT 
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United Methodist Women 

Winnebago and Nicolet Districts 

Spring Retreat 

                  Saturday, May 4, 2013 

        From Stumbling Blocks 
                                                    To Stepping Stones 

Discovering and Using Your Spiritual Gifts 

At 

Peace United Methodist Church 

2300 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Kaukauna 

Led by: 

Lucretia Fehrmann, Pastor of Peace Church 

Rita Wuyts, Winnebago District Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

Mary Trettin, Winnebago District President 

Registration begins at 8:30 AM 

Communion and Sending Forth will be at 3:30PM 

Directions to the church 

Coming from the North or South on highway 41, take Hwy 55 into Kaukauna.  At the second stop light      

(Wisconsin Avenue) turn right and keep going until you see the church on the right. 

Coming on Hwy 55 from the South, stay on 55 until you come to the top of the bridge at the stop light 

(Wisconsin Avenue) and turn left. Keep going until you see the church on the right. 

Church phone:  (920) 766-3311      Mary Trettin’s Cell phone:  (920) 419-0339 

Church is handicapped accessible! 

Send registration to Bev Kimble, 105 Queen’s Way, Fond du Lac, WI  54935;  (920) 933-2771 

Make checks payable to:  Winnebago District UMW 

Deadline to Register is April 22nd 

Cost to attend is $12.00 which includes lunch. 

(Registration is transferrable, but not refundable) 

 

Name ________________________________________________     Phone  ___________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________ Church ________________________________ 

Food concerns____________________________________________________________________________ 

Child care needed (ages) ____________________________________________________________________ 

  Please provide a sack lunch for your child/children 

 



 

 



 

 
 

  



 

Mabel Heil Scholarship 

The Mabel Heil Scholarships are a result of funds from the will of Sarah Mabel Heil, a 

woman from Cuba City, Wisconsin.  The first scholarships were granted in 1981.  Since 

then more than 240 women have received help with their education. 

Requirements and Instructions 

Instructions: 

1. Be a female member of Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women. 

2. Submit a written answer to the question, “In what way do I consider myself a worthy student?” 

3. Send the completed application form to the contact person by May 1 for the fall semester or October 1 

for the spring semester. 

4. Request that a letter of recommendation be sent to the contact person by the president of the local 

UMW or the pastor of the church. 

5. Request that a letter of recommendation be sent to the contact person by a church member who is not 

a member of your household and is not a relative. 

 

Rules: 

1. Any member of Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women working to improve her education 

may apply. 

2. Have all letters written (preferably typed) on one side of an 8 ½” by 11” sheet of white paper using 

black ink. 

3. All applications are photo copied for committee members. 

4. Scholarships are awarded one semester at a time.  To be considered again DURING a one year period, 

you must send a letter asking to be considered.  AFTER one year, you will need to fill out another form 

and secure new recommendations. 

5. If in any given year there is an increase of applications, these priorities will be followed:  Women 

responsible for others will be favored.  Women preparing to return to the employment field will be 

favored. 

6. The schedule is:  First Semester: apply by May 1, notify by June, check given by August 15.  Second 

Semester: apply by October 1, notify by November 1, check given by December 1. 

7. Application and two letters of recommendation must be postmarked no later than May 1 and October 

1 to be considered. 

Contact Person: Yvonne A. Firary 

   203 Greenwood Drive 

   Rothschild, WI  54474 

   (715) 355-6133 

   yafirary@yahoo.com 



 

Mabel Heil Scholarship Application 

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women 

 
Please Print 

Name______________________________________________________  Date________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number__________________________ Email__________________________ Birth Date______________ 

1. Local church: 

Name & City__________________________________________________________ 

 

Pastor____________________________________ UMW President__________________________________ 
 
Are you a member of United Methodist Women? __________ 
 

2. Activities: 
In United Methodist Women________________________________________________________________ 
 
In your local church__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In the community____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Education: (give year of graduation)   High School________ College_________ Other______ 

 
School you will be attending_______________________________________________________ 
 
Have you been accepted as a student?  Yes________ No________ 
Present (post high school) status: 

Freshman______ Sophmore_____Junior_____ Senior_____ Graduate_____ Other______ 
 
Course of Study_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Family Status________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Please answer the following using an additional sheet: 

 

IN WHAT WAY DO YOU CONSIDER YOURELF A WORTHY STUDENT? 
 

6. Mail to:  Yvonne A. Firary 
                               203 Greenwood Drive 
                               Rothschild, WI  54474 
                               Phone:  715-355-6133 
                               Email yafirary@yahoo.com 
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