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Mission Matters
April 2019
President’s Message
Are you dreaming about Mission u? It is coming soon and I am very excited about this year’s studies. Of
course, I am most excited about the study I will be leading on “Women United for Change: 150 Years in
Mission”. It is a wonderful celebration of the work United Methodist Women and her predecessor organizations have done and continue to do. It has been such fun to learn about amazing women who dared to
take steps of faith which often led them far from their comfort zones, but allowed them to have enormous impacts in the world as teachers, healers, deaconesses, clergy and in many other roles. Many
times, difficulties arose and yet these women persevered in the name of God to achieve their goals. I
hope you will join me in celebrating these wonderful foremothers and the institutions they created
through this thoughtful and inspiring study.
I always enjoy leading studies at Mission u, but one of the perennial problems I face when doing this is
that I am unable to take the other studies. I am very sorry that I shall be unable to take the spiritual
growth study this year “Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship”. This
study transforms the almost threadbare stories of the Gospel of Mark into powerful calls to seek out the
marginalized, outcast and vulnerable. It is a call to defy the powers of this world and call for the justice of
God to be made real. It is about building community which redeems and restores, liberates and gives life,
heals and protects. This is about following Jesus in all aspects of life through the power of a God who
resurrects the things we think are dead, discarded and decayed. This study will transform your understanding of the Gospel of Mark and your mission as a follower of Christ.
If you have not yet taken the study on “What About Our Money? A Faith Response”, it is well worth your
time to do so. Money is one of the topics most frequently mentioned in the Bible and money is also an
integral part of our culture and life. Decisions about money and the power it has to uplift or destroy are
serious and touch us all. No matter how much or little money you may have, decisions about money both
personal and corporate are spiritual questions we should all face with prayer and reflection. To be freed
from being controlled by money is to take seriously Wesley’s charge to “earn all you can, save all you can,
give all you can” and both be blessed and be a blessing through it.
Mission u is one of the best kept secrets of our denomination. It is an unparalleled opportunity for learning and growing in faith. It is open to teens, men and women of all ages. For our younger children there
is also Yo-Mi-Ca (Youth Mission Camp) which also uses an age-appropriate mission study on one of our
topics. Come to Mission u, bring a friend or family member, send a young person, lead a Mission u study
in your church, and grow as a disciple of Jesus. You will be using one of the most powerful tools I know
to guide you on your journey of faith.
Laura Pfeffer,

President South West District UMW

pfeffer.umw@gmail.com
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Greetings to you and Happy Spring!
It seems like we are finally “released” from the layers of ice and snow that covered South West
Wisconsin for many weeks. It is so nice to hear the birds sing in the morning and feel the warmth
of the sun.
I hope most of you have received the March/April issue of our response magazine. This issue
seems extra special as it full of stories that tell the history of our United Methodist Women and the
important work that has been done since the creation of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society
in March of 1869, and also points us toward the future and the next 150 years or so. One of the articles from the magazine that I would like to highlight is titled “Domestic Work is Work” written by
the Rev. Paul Jeffrey who is a United Methodist missionary and a correspondent for response. He
tells about the plight of Hong Kong’s migrant domestic workers, some of whom are being supported by the Mission for Migrant Workers and the Bethune House which is a shelter in Hong Kong
supported by United Methodist Women. The Mission also receives financial support from UMW’s
members Mission Giving. The article features several individuals who are just a few of some
370,000 foreign domestic workers who live in Hong Kong. Many of these workers don’t even get
enough food to eat and even though they are forced to be “live-in” help their bed may be in a closet
or even on an outside porch. The Mission and Bethune House play a critical role bridging the gap
between the needs of the worker and the inadequacy of the local response when a worker needs
help. Quoting from the article: “The Mission helps counsel women with legal problems, at times
providing them with attorneys, and often refers them to Bethune House so they have a place to
stay while their cases work their way through the legal system”. I hope you will read the article in
its entirety as it illustrates so well how funds that are collected right here in our area can have a
positive effect on someone’s life on the other side of the world.
If you are looking for materials to inform the people of your congregation about the work of United Methodist Women please go to our webpage: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org . If you then
search for the Social Action Campaigns you can find resources that are connected to our four issue
priorities for the 2016-2020 quadrennium. The issues and the related campaigns are: Climate Justice-JUST ENERGY FOR ALL, Maternal & Child Health-END MATERNAL MORTALITY, Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass Incarceration-INTERRUPT THE SCHOOL-TOPRISON PIPELINE, and Economic Inequality-A LIVING WAGE FOR ALL. There are posters
available that can be downloaded and printed for display on bulletin boards or used as handouts.
Brochures that also can be downloaded and printed out are: “United Methodist Women Social Action Campaigns” and “Why United Methodist Women Engage in Social Action”. Additional materials for mission study or Bible studies are also available from the social action page.
One of my favorite hymns and one that is sung at many UMW meetings and events is “Freely,
Freely” written by Carol Owens in 1972. It truly reflects the work of United Methodist Women as
they follow the instructions of Jesus as He sent out His disciples: “Freely you have received, freely
give” (Matthew 10:8). I would like to conclude with the familiar
words of the refrain: He said, “Freely, freely you have received,
freely, freely give. Go in my name, and because you believe, others
will know that I live.” Thank you for all you do to turn faith, hope,
and love into action on behalf of women, children, and youth around
the world!
Submitted by Charlene Mingst
SW District Social Action Coordinator
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EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION

EILEEN BENNETT

Thank you to the three additional units who turned in their Mission Today reports. We
now have a total of 15 Mission Today Units for 2018. Starting with the 2019 reports,
the deadline will be moved to February 1st. This will hopefully give units more time to
reflect on the entire year, as they plan for next year. Mission Today units will be recognized at the SW District Annual Gathering.
For those who may not be aware, response magazine is now published every other
month. The current issue celebrates the 150 year history of women in the Methodist
tradition. It is packed with fascinating stories of our foremothers, including Grace Stephens (an Anglo-Indian missionary appointed to India in 1886), “Mother Butler” (one
of the founders of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society in 1869), and Deaconess
Martha Drummer (an African-American missionary appointed to Angola in 1906).
There is also a Time Line of the 150 year history, and many interesting historical photos. As the print magazine is moving to a bimonthly schedule, response will be creating a new, easy-to-use website that will connect us across the country and around the
world. For more information, please visit the UMW website: http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org, response Magazine. Also check out UMW on Facebook and Twitter!
If you need any additional information, or a copy of the Mission Today form, please
feel free to contact me. My email is: bennettpesl@charter.net and my phone number is
(920) 623-4659.

Nominations Committee
I hear it said, “I will do anything for district UMW, BUT nominations
committee.”
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I have to admit, it can be trying and disheartening. I am going to tell you
about
the best part! The loving acceptance that I receive from every single woman I have called.
I loved talking to one lady who told me she would love to take a position.
She is 80 years old and is just doing all she could to keep her church going. “The timing isn’t good right now” she said.
If you take the time to listen to people, you might get more than you bargained for, I found the Grace Of God.
There are open positions on nominations and a nomination chairperson.
Try it. You may get more than you expected.
By Pat Gallus
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South West District UMW Officers
President Laura Pfeffer
608-592-5228 Pfeffer.umw@gmail.com

Vice President Kathy Maldegen
608-288-9102 ksmaldegen@gmail.com

Secretary Charlene Mingst
608-935-5758 jcmingst@mhtc..net
Communications Coordinator Becky Yager
608-723-7451 byager@chorus.net
Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Marjory Lyford
608-233-5930
mclyford@att.net

Treasurer
Lisa King
608-335-6179 lisa.king6179@gmail.com
Program Resources
Cindy Morse
608-635-2916 ccynmorse@aol.com

Social Action Coordinator Pat Gallus
608-393-9267 ptgallus@gmail.com

Education and Interpretation Coordinator
Eileen Bennett

Nominations
Kay Putman
608-592-2294
Northcott Representative
Carol Lange
608-348-4588
langec@uwplatt.edu

Historian

Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Coordinator

Nancy Beilke

District Superintendent
608-837-0056

Open
Scott Carlson

Young Women’s Representative Lucie Yaba
608-303-3007
lucieyaba@yahoo.fr

Exciting News!! New Officers! Charlene Mingst—Secretary
Pat Gallus—Social Action Coordinator

Thank you, thank you!!!

From Carol Lange, South West Northcott Representative
I will attend the Northcott annual meeting on April 28, 2019. An update on
the meeting will be in the next newsletter.

From Cindy Morse, Program Resources
KEEP READING!!! I just got done reading The Same Sky. It is an
interesting look at a refugee from Honduras finding her way to
the USA where her mother lived. She had stayed in Honduras
with her grandmother. When the grandmother died, she decided
she wanted a better life in the USA with her mother. I am intrigued by all the stories you hear about crossing the borders at
Mexico and Texas. This book enlightens you on the subject.
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Calendar
June 22

District Team Meeting at Viola

July 22-25

Mission U 2019 in Wisconsin Rapids

July 26

Mission U Overview day

August 5

Mission Matters articles due

August 10

District Team Meeting at Platteville

Sept. 1

Reading list due

South West District UMW
Becky Yager, Communication Coordinator
10787 Co. Rd. K
Lancaster, WI

53813

Email - byager@chorus.net

YOUR LOGO HERE
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