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By the time you receive this Uniter, we may have already had our Spring
Retreat at Central UMC. I hope that many of you will have attended and found it an inspiring
event.
Our next event will be the Annual Celebration on Oct. 3 at West Bend 5th Ave. UMC.
We have an excellent presenter, Rev. Grace Imathiu who will present our opening worship and be
our key-note speaker. More details on that event will be forthcoming.
Our present task has been and continues to be preparing for the transition to our new,
larger South East District for 2016. This is a daunting task but thanks to a lot of work from team
members from all three districts involved we are well on our way. The new district will add Rock
County and Jefferson County from the former Capital District. It will include all of the present
Metro So. District and it will include the present Metro North District but without Sheboygan
County.
So far we have rewritten the by-laws, come up with a budget and pledge, a tentative
calendar and most of a slate of officers. You will have a chance to vote your approval on these
items at the Annual Gathering on Oct. 3. Because of the large number of local organizations
involved, we are trying to have co-coordinators for most positions to divide up the tasks and give
us more representation from the various geographic areas on our team.
Since we presently don’t have a Chairperson of Nominations, I will mention that we are
still in need of a Vice-president (or co-vice-presidents) and we need another co-coordinator for
Program Resources. We could really use some team members from the South East area,
Kenosha/Racine, since that area is under-represented. If you know of any possible candidates,
please contact anyone on our nominations committee or any team member.
I would also like to encourage anyone who is able to attend Mission u this summer, if not
the 4 day session, there is also the 1 day session. I hope that you are all enjoying our Wisconsin
Spring and have had a successful season at your local organization level.
Your President Marie Garnhart,
sgarnhart@wi.rr.com
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Treasurer and Secretary
Well, I have done it again! I have changed e-mail addresses. The new one is –
roger.dorothy.smith2@gmail.com. Please note it! Sorry for the inconvenience.
It appears that the snow is gone and the daffodils are beautiful! The warmer weather
and the singing of the birds really rejuvenates my spirit! I hope your find that so also. I
hope you all had a meaningful Easter celebration.

Treasurers:

I would like to thank those who have begun sending in money toward
your 2015 pledges and other offerings. The total of the pledges made for the District is
$33,170 for 2015. Adding the other 4 channels of giving, I think we will meet our pledge
of $45,000.
If you would like me to send you Gift to Mission Cards, please send the money with
your order and I will send them to you. A copy of the form can be found as form 5 at
the back of the 2013-2016 Handbook or on the next page. You may order individual
cards or purchase a pack. Gift in Memory Cards are also available for free.

Secretaries:

One of the things you might think about doing with your Units as a part
of Metro South District is think about events that you have found most helpful to your
Unit or to you as an individual. I would like to make a list of them to put in the
Historian’s box so they will be remembered in the future. The list may be helpful to the
leaders of the new district, South East District.
If any of you have specific questions, please contact me. I will try to find an answer
for you. I hope to see many of you at Mission u. Or sooner at the Spiritual Retreat on
May 16th! May we all work to the Glory of our God!
Your interim Treasurer, Dodie Smith, 1927 17th Ave., Kenosha WI, 53140, 262-5518669, roger.dorothy.smith2@gmail.com
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Communications
Do you need program ideas for your circle? How about UMW Sunday? District
members who would be happy to speak include:
 Deanna Shimko - Cambodia Wells
 Marie Garnhart – an Environmental Program “Green Thing”, Human
Trafficking, Charter for Racial Justice
 Dodie Smith – social action topics
 Gail Burgess –Wisconsin Volunteers in Mission, Faith Alive, Mission u
Do you need some resources go to http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/membersleaders. Do you need a video to show at your circle meeting?
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/videos
Your communications coordinator Patsy Ruppe,
53402, 262-939-8075, xxphbxx@yahoo.com

2427 Sunrise Rd, Racine WI

3 missions in Wisconsin UMW supports
all in financial difficulty and could use UMW support!

 Northcott Neighborhood House
http://northcotthouse.org/
 United Methodist Children’s Services in Milwaukee
http://www.umcs-wi.org/
 Harbor House Crisis Shelter in Superior WI
http://www.harborhousecs.org/
Thanks for your consideration and compassion
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Social Action
Just a brief reminder that Social Action (Mission concerns for women, children
and youth) covers a broad spectrum of issues and suggested actions. Not every unit or
every person will be able or inclined to respond to every issue suggestion. There are
many ways to be active in mission. Our physical ability and our place of residence can
be obstacles to action. I for instance, no longer drive myself at night, so I can’t go to
lectures, rallies or demonstrations that are in the evening. But I can spread the word of
about what is taking place and those of you who are free will know about what is
happening and if possible you can attend. It doesn’t take much energy to make a phone
call and register an opinion and I can still do that.
Also remember that Jesus was not a person who wanted things to remain as they
were. He was a radical for his time, disobeying Sabbath rules, tossing out money
changers, healing on the Sabbath, talking with Samaritans and eating with tax collectors.
Jesus did these things to show us that we needed to change; to be more the spirit of God’s
people and less like the secular world around us. So when you read something in Social
Action that you consider ‘POLITICAL” or you are asked to write a letter, think about it
as if you were Jesus and how he would handle some of the problems we face in applying
Christianity today. AND, if you want more information on a particular issue and can’t
find out what you need to know, let me know and I will try to find out for you.
UNITED METHODIST CALL-IN-DAY IN OPPOSITION TO S.615 which
undermines the peace process agreed to by Great Britain, France, Germany, China. Iran
and the U.S. was April 10, 2015. A few hundred got the request in time to make the tollfree call, but you can still call Senator Johnson’s Office (202-224-5323) and let him
know how you feel about it. The United Methodist Church and United Methodist
Women favor negotiation and peaceful processes over WAR.
UNITED METHODIST CALL-IN DAY AGAINST CAPITOL PUNISHMENT
WAS APRIL 14TH AND HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS RESPONDED TO MAKE
THE CALL. THANKS TO ALL OF YOU. This was an ecumenical endeavor in line
with Ecumenical Advocacy Days.
Ecumenical Advocacy Days were April 17-19 in Washington DC and Yer Lee
Yang attended for us on a Scholarship. She will be making her report in the next Uniter.
The topics were Homelessness and the racism inherent in Incarceration.
Mission Action day was April 29th in Madison and Hundreds of persons of all
Faiths were present letting our Legislators know the Christian perspective on some of
their actions especially related to cutting programs affecting education (of our children
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and youth), healthcare for families and elderly and the disproportionate overcrowding of
our prisons particularly with people of color.
Mission “U” is coming up (JULY 20-23, 24) and there will be loads of
information there on our projects, programs and issues. Put the dates on your calendar
God’s directions to Adam and Eve in the Garden to be good stewards and
maintain the garden apply to us today as we proceed to foul our air, pollute our land and
seas and otherwise engage in activities that make this garden planet less habitable for all
persons occupying it. United Methodist Women recognized decades ago that the air we
breathe and the water we drink are gifts from God to be cherished for all of us. I hope
you have seen the recent explosions of the oil trains that derail and cause loss of lives,
property and fire departments can really do nothing except let them burn. Enbridge is still
moving ahead running a line from the tip of Lake Superior to Chicago and on to Texas
carrying chemically treated oil that is 3 times more polluting than the Keystone Pipeline.
Finally, let us keep faith with God’s creation, and with God’s people. Say Yes, to
saving coupons, labels, medicines and Yes, to writing and calling our congresspersons
and Senators so those voices will be heard. Yes, to urging our churches to pay attention
to their cleaning products and to conserving water, energy and gasoline. Yes, to Solar
panels and windmills. Yes, to food pantries, serving meals, blankets and hats.
United Methodist Women are “YES” people. When we hear God’s Call, we say
as did Samuel, “Here I am Lord.”
NOTE: You might want to check out Senator Ron Johnson’s home page if you
have Internet Access particularly the issues and legislation menu.
The 2015 Charter for Racial Justice has been written for us by our sister at the
United Methodist Women Wisconsin Conference level. It is included for your action on
the next 8 pages. We thank them for this wonderful socially conscious effort to increase
our understanding of racial justice.

Your Social Action Coordinator Betty Henderson, 300 Jennifer Lane,
Brookfield, WI 53045, 262-439-9840 bhhenderson15@att.net
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PROGRAM RESOURCES
Happy Spring to Everyone!!! It has been a long time coming, so be sure to enjoy
it. Do you include field trips in your UMW calendar of events? In Our Lord’s UMW
unit, we have a summer fun outing to reward ourselves for the work done through the
previous year. This June, we plan to go to the Eco-Justice Center in Racine, which has
many learning opportunities, and then to have lunch out. These outings have attracted
women who come along for the fun and fellowship, then eventually join our UMW unit.
Of course, in the summer, you can enjoy Mission U (July 20 - July 23, with the
Overview Day on July 24 in Wausau). Encourage several of your members to attend as
they will come back with lots of information about the studies and will be eager to share
that information with your members. The studies for 2015 are The Church and People
with Disabilities (Issue Study), Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in
God (Spiritual Growth Study), and Latin America: People and Faith (Geographic
Study). The study books are now available from www.missionresourcecenter.org, so you
can buy and read them ahead of time to be prepared for the classes.
Another program idea is to invite a member of the Metro South Mission Team to
come and talk to you. On page 24 of the 2015 Yearbook is a list of the officers and the
sister units they are assigned to. One topic of interest to all of us is the reorganization of
the Wisconsin Conference, which will take place in January 2016. Your sister unit
officer will be able to give you more details and their effect, if any, on Metro South.
When putting your unit’s annual calendar of events together, why not plan to
have one meeting to talk about the UMW Reading Program and decide which five books
(one from each category), at least, to buy for your unit. The books for the 2015- 2016
Reading Program will be ordered in August in time for the Annual Celebration to be held
Saturday, October 3. If you need other materials such as UMW promotional items, new
member packets ($5.00 each), UMW Purpose poster ($1.50), let me know and I can
include them in the order.
Remember the deadline for your UMW Reading Program report is August 15,
2015. I hope you have enjoyed reading your books. Will you move on from Plan 1 to
Plan 2, 3, or even 4? There is still lots of time to read those books!

Your Program Resources Coordinator. Gwenda Szczygielski, 13800 W.
Park Central Blvd., Apt 422, New Berlin, WI 53151, 262-786-5265,
gm53151@wi.rr.com.
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Membership Nurture and Outreach
Calvary Greetings.
I cannot believe it’s the second quarter of the year already. Spring is
finally here and am sure we are all enjoying every bit of it with all the
beautiful flower around us.
It’s 146 years of UMW and we are growing stronger! On March 23rd
1869 eight bold and wise women started this journey into mission. They left
the comfort of their homes for parts of the world where much help was
needed. These women started with organizing clinics for women and
educating girls to become women who can be in control of their households.
Fast forward to today we have women who leave their families and children
just for missionary purposes. They extend their hands and hearts of
friendship to help people they know nothing about.
The Response magazine for January 2015 is full of information about
Legacy fund. It talks about our history and our commitment to follow Jesus’s
words to serve the world. It explains how each of us can make an investment
in our organization so that it has the financial resources to continue and
extend its work.
It’s as easy as sending a designated amount of money through our
District treasurer each of the next five years. Learn more from your response
or at the United Methodist Women’s Web site.
Have a wonderful summer!
Your Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinator, Kemi Baiyewu,
4121 – 24th Ave. Kenosha, 53140, 262-764-0639, ajamukemi@yahoo.com
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Education and Interpretation.
Hi from Education and Interpretation and Happy Spring to All!
With the onset of spring comes severe weather. As United Methodist
Women and United Methodists, we may be called upon to help United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). So let’s be generous with
durable goods, monetary assistance and prayers. Home mission is just as
important as worldwide mission.
Mission u is scheduled for July 20 thru 23 with July 24 th as overview day.
This year we will be collecting for United Methodist Children’s Services
in Milwaukee. Gail Burgess’s article in the February of 2015 Uniter, lists
what is needed and again are listed below. We are helping women and
children. Your generosity is appreciated.
 $10 Gift Cards at Walgreens, Target or Pick’n’Save
 Laundry Baskets
 HE Laundry Detergent (Tide and several other brands offer the High
Efficiency option)
 Kitchen size Garbage Bags
 Dish Washing Detergent
 Toilet Paper
 Painting Supplies (Cut-in brushes, roller covers, painting tape)
 Cash
Hopefully all of you are using the new mission today guidelines. Any
questions you can always call me. By the end of summer or early fall the
new report sheets will be available.
A safe and happy summer to all!
Your Education and Interpretation Coordinator, Mary Garvens, 2167 S.
80th St number 2, West Allis, WI 53219, 414-327-5305 (no e-mail)
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LEGACY Women our Young UMWers!

If you have any questions please call your legacy member Rebecca
Yang at 414-704-2365 or better yet have your young people call.

Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Altho this position is vacant people send us items and this wonderful skit
for your UMW unit is very funny and provided by Gail Burgess..thanks!

God’s Perspective on Landscaping
GOD: Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is
going on down there on the planet? What happened to the dandelions,
violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect nomaintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand
drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting
blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of songbirds. I expected
to see a vast garden of colors by now. But, all I see are these green
rectangles.
ST. FRANCIS: It’s the tribes that settled here, Lord: “The Suburbanites”.
They started calling your flowers “weeds” and went to great lengths to kill
them and replace them with grass.
GOD: Grass? But it’s so boring. It’s not colorful. It doesn’t attract
butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It’s sensitive to
temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing
there?
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and
keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any
May 2015 Uniter
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other plant that crops up in the lawn.
GOD:The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really
fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy.
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut
it – sometimes twice a week.
GOD:They cut it? Do they bale it like hay?
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in
bags.
GOD They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
ST. FRANCIS: No, sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
GOD: Now let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.
And when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, sir.
GOD:These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back
on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves
them a lot of work.
ST. FRANCIS: You aren’t going to believe this, Lord. When the grass
stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it,
so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.
GOD:What nonsense… At least they kept some of the trees. That was a
sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the
spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they fall
to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and
protect the trees and bushes. It’s a natural cycle of life.
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a
new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and
pay to have them hauled away.
GOD: No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the
winter to keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy
something which they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in
place of the leaves.
GOD:And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch.
GOD:Enough! I don’t want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine,
you’re in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?
ST. CATHERINE: Dumb and dumber, Lord. It’s about…
GOD:Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.
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UMW Metro North and South
Spiritual Growth Retreat
May 16 2015
9am to 1pm
Hosted by and centrally located at Central United Methodist Church,
639 N 25th St, Milwaukee, WI 53233 phone (414) 344-1600

Presenter:
Luncheon:

Dr. Irma Clark, presented at Mission u 2014
Bring a cold dish or dessert or chips to pass;
Beverages will be provided.

************************************************************************
****

Registration fee pays for speaker, paper products, beverage, and contribution
to Central UMC. Send check for $10.00 made payable to Metro South UMW,
and registration form below, to: Betty Henderson, 300 Jennifer Lane,
Brookfield, WI 53045, home phone with answering machine 262-439-9840,
email address bhhenderson15@att.net no later than Mon May 11.
Name: __________________________________first time? Yes____no____
District: ____________________ Unit______________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email: _________________________
Dependent Care Needs_____________ Age of dependents ____________
May 2015 Uniter
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Mission u

The following
brochure is jam-packed with lots of important
information. Please read it carefully and closely
and all your questions (even those you didn't
know you had--) should be answered! I hope to
see you in Wausau in July.
Gail Burgess, Assistant Dean
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2015 Calendar of Events across Metro South District
May 1
May 3
May 9
May 16
June 13
June 15
Jul 15
July 20 - 23
July 24
Aug. 21 & 22
Sept. 12
Oct 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 23 & 24
Nov 5
Nov 7
Nov. 6&7
Nov 21
Dec. 5
Dec 6

Applications due for Mabel Heil Scholarship for Sem. 1
Northcott Neighborhood House Annual Meeting at
Harley Davidson Museum
Metro South officer team meeting at Marie Garnhart’s
9am-noon.
Joint Metro No./So. Spiritual Growth Retreat: Milwaukee
Central UMC
Joint Metro So/Metro No. planning meeting for Annual
Celebration
Wisconsin Conference Learning Day (at Annual
Conference) Middleton
August UNITER Deadline
Mission u in Wausau, Westwood Conference Center
Mission u Overview Day in Wausau
Conference executive team meeting Pine Lake WI
Metro So/No Annual Celebration planning at site
Applications due for Mabel Heil Scholarship for Sem 2.
Annual Celebration for Metro No. and So. at 5th Ave
UMC, West Bend, WI
Conf. Annual Gathering, Eau Claire Lake St. UMC
Palmyra UMW Turkey Supper and craft Bazaar and
bake sale 4:30-7pm at Palmyra UMC
Christ Church UMW Racine Cookie Walk 9-11am
Conference Executive Team Meeting at Shawano
Palmyra UMW Bazaar & Bake Sale 9am-4pm at
Palmyra UMC along with Eagle HS bazaar.
Metro South officer team meeting at Marie Garnhart’s
Christmas Musical & appetizers/sweets Waukesha Salem
UMW 4-6pm

Share your mission works and fund raising with
other UMWs…be connected and support with each
other. If you would like to add something to this
calendar please contact Patsy Ruppe 262-939-8075
xxphbxx@yahoo.com
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Communications Coordinator of Metro
South, District of Wisconsin Conference,
United Methodist Women

Patsy Ruppe,
2427 Sunrise Rd, Racine Wisconsin 53402,
262-939-8075,
xxphbxx@yahoo.com
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PURPOSE
United Methodist Women Shall be a community
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a Creative, supportive
fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of
the church.
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