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United Methodist Women Metro South District Wisconsin Conference Present the 

Uniter  

Our quarterly newspaper 

August  2011 

 

President :  Currently our president position is vacant. Our Metro South team has  
split up the duties of the president amongst ourselves.  We are learning a lot about 
the relationship between the conference and the district UMW as the president 
position is largely the liaison.   

Attention All United Methodist Women 

Metro South District Wants You 
There are places on the Metro South Team that need peopleéhopefully You! 

We know you have been taught not to brag about yourself. This is where you 

need to forget all about that and share your talents. Better yet, tell us about 

yourself and a friend. Be a team and join our team. You probably have done 

these jobs already. We know you have skills. We all can work together to get 

the jobs done. Share this with your friends and give us a jingle. 

 Arlene Wilson 414-482-1341 

 Marily Kruchell 414-464-0540 

 Jenane Roney 262-544-6873  thejeannieologist@gmail.com 

 Jean Heckenlively 414-855-0188 

Please ask God to send the right people to help out!

   

Vision  of United 
Methodist Women  

Turning faith, hope, and love into action on 
behalf of women, children and youth around the 
world. 
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 òThoughtsó from the district treasureré 
 

As treasurer, I am usually writing about how much money has been remitted, how 
far we have to go to meet our pledge, ways to give besides the pledge, etc.  This 
time, however, I am going to think about the word money and reflect on it.  
 
M  Mission.  Mission is what we, as United Methodist Women, are all about.  We 
care about women, children, and youth in our own communities and also in places 
far away.  Because we arenõt usually able to physically be in most of the places 
where mission òhappensó, we give our mission pledges which help put our Faith, 
Hope and Love into action. 
 
O  One.  One way we give our money for this important mission work is through 
our unitõs mission pledge.  But, we can also give through the other 4 channels: 
Special Mission Recognition; Gift to Mission; Gift in Memory; and World Thank 
Offering.  
 
N  Needs.  The needs of many people are important to us.  Hunger, homelessness, 
poverty, abuse, and HIV/AIDS are just some of the needs we hope to help 
alleviate and possibly eliminate.  
 
E  Everyone.  Everyone praying, sharing, working, and giving is the key to 
helping others. 
 
Y  You . You are the most important person in carrying on the work of United 
Methodist Women.  You are needed to put Faith, Hope and Love in Action. 
 
Oh, and by the way, we are at 48.7% of meeting our districtõs Mission Pledge at 
this time.  Keep it up!  

 
 
Joyce Myers, District Treasurer , 7301-156th Ave, Bristol, WI 53104, 
262-857-7254, rm62jm@wi.rr.com 
  

mailto:rm62jm@wi.rr.com
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Who was John Wesley, and why do we call ourselves Methodists? 

By Merry Kris Demseke a UMW Member in the Billie circle at Christ Church in Racine 

Fifth article in a series of six. 

John Wesley and his followers directed their message to the poor and 

oppressed.  Their purpose was to bring Jesus Christ into each personôs life.  

There are four areas of social responsibility for which John Wesley was a 

proponent.   

First, he believed in the importance of education.  New schools were 

begun through the efforts of local Methodist societies.  John Wesley was 

actively involved in this new direction.  He wrote books for education and 

reworked others.  In fact, he was in charge of the school at Kingswood, 

which was for orphans.  He also wrote many educational texts and revised 

others for general use.  Today, at Christ Church United Methodist in Racine, 

Wisconsin, there is a Child Care Center, a pre-school program, and a new 

school.  Many of the change for change programs support educational 

ministries.  Much of the mission work sponsored by the United Methodist 

Women branch of the contemporary church addresses the needs for 

education and helping the poor. 

 At the time of John Wesley, in England as well as elsewhere in 

Europe, minor crimes and financial indebtedness, often resulted in very 

harsh sentences in deplorable conditions.  Prisons were filthy.  Long periods 

of imprisonment and death were often the results of those incarcerated.  

Wesley encouraged people to seek reforms in the penal code and to seek 

more humane treatment for prisoners.  When I see the work of RIC today in 

the Racine community and Christ Churchôs commitment to this program, or 

I consider Pastor Mary Council-Austinôs ministry at Techeta Prison, I am 

again reminded of our commitment to follow the original foundations in our 

faith. 
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 John Wesley spoke out against slavery.  This atrocious form of 

subjugation was alive and well at this time in history, but John Wesley 

rallied his followers to speak out against it, calling it ñthe scandal of religion, 

of England and human nature.ò First England ceased supporting this 

institution, and then the United States followed and also abolished it.  The 

elimination of these inhuman practices of man against man required the 

courage to stand up against great powers.  John Wesley, inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, moved into the fray of the battle with unabashed fortitude.  I am 

reminded of Peterôs confidence when he healed the lame man.  He knew the 

strength of the One who moved within him when he said, ñI have no sliver 

or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

stand up and walk.ò Acts 3:6.  (And the man did.)  This is the faith that 

moves mountains. 

 Finally, Wesley began providing medical care for the poor.  Though 

simplistic by todayôs standards, medicines and basic services were provided 

to the lower class in many of the cities in England.  Not only did John 

Wesley turn his hand to the writing of texts for education, he also wrote and 

published what we might consider a guide for handling health care in the 

home.  It was entitled, ñThe Primitive Physick.ò It was quite popular and 

was reprinted several times.  By the 20
th
 century, there were many 

Methodists sponsored hospitals.  Regrettably, today, we do not see as many.  

However, Christ Church continues to bring comfort to the sick in a variety of 

ways, only one of which is Fid Sailorôs hospital ministry in Madison, 

Wisconsin.  Many of the churchôs missions provide medical care to those in 

need.  In line with John Wesleyôs intent, one of the ongoing responsibilities 

of pastors in the United Methodist Church is to regularly visit with those 

who are sick.  To be continued . . . . 

 
Materials for this series of articles must be credited to following sources: 
ά!ōƻǳǘ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΥ ! {ŎǊƛǇǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ .ƻƻƪƭŜǘΣέ ōȅ /ƘŀƴƴƛƴƎ [Φ .ŜǘŜ /ƻΦΣ LƴŎΦ 
of South Deerfield, Massachusetts; 1986 Edition. 
ά{ǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅ ²ŀǊƳΥ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎƳΣέ ōȅ ²Ŝōō .Φ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ 
and John K. Bergland, Graded Press, South Nashville, Tennessee, 1968. 
άWΦ²Φ ϧ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣέ ōȅ 5ŀǇƘƴŀ CƭŜƎŀƭΣ /ƻƪŜǎōǳǊȅΣ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ мффн. 
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Thoughts from the District Vice PresidentȣȢȢ   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems funny to be talking about October here the end of July but this is our 

major way of reaching all the groups in Metro-South and the last opportunity I 

have to issue the invitation to our Annual Celebration.  The main focus of our 

speakers will be dealing with domestic violence.  Doris La Brasca has developed 

and run a program on community violence for many years, one of her basic ideas 

is that violence is the result of lack of respect for others and ourselves. Community 

violence begins at home and is a family disease. I call it a disease because it is 

passed from family member to family member much like the common cold. Every 

one in the family is affected by it as a victim, abuser or just a witness. 

     What is violence? It is the violation of another person. This violation can be 

physical mental or spiritual. We have been asked by the Bishop to see how as 

women of the church we can identify and reach out the persons that are suffering 

from this problem that affects one in three persons in the United States, at some 

point in their lives. We need to think outside of the box so to speak for 

identification of the problem the term is not just what first comes to mind that of 

BROKEN 

HEARTS  

 
 

AT HOME?  
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violence between the adults of the family of the same generation. Domestic 

violence or abuse crosses all levels of age, gender and relationship. The other 

thing that we need to be aware of is that it does happen to people just like us not 

some one far way in a different part of town. It is learned behavior and we are 

taught to be victims or abusers by our elders and pass it on to the younger ones by 

our own behavior. If the pattern is to be broken and violence in our homes and 

families and the community at large is to be stopped we have to stop hiding it and 

being afraid to admit our part.  Our Purpose states that we are to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ. I person who has been 

violated is not a whole person and this is our goal even before we deal with the 

global ministries of the church. We need to heal ourselves before we can heal or 

help others.  Now to the nitty-gritty of attending the Celebration at First Church: 

 

Is a parking problem and a how do you get there from where ever I coming 

from? 

 

 First Church is located in downtown Racine at the corner of Eighth and Main. For 

your information coming from the north or westerly the bridges at State and Main 

will still be on summer schedule on October 1 which means that the brides go up 

to permit boats to pass on the hour, 20 minutes to the hour and twenty minutes 

after the hour. Douglas Ave (Highway 32 from the north) is closed from July 25 

until November. Then there is the parking we have an extremely small lot and 

street parking is very poor and 2 hours. The Literacy Council lot will be open for 

us and we will be able to use another two lots but car pooling will be the best. A 

shuttle will be provided as needed as one of the lots that are closest depends on 

whether or not there is a funeral that day. The last thing to be aware of is at the 

close of the day Main Street  from 6
th
 to State will be closed for the Party On The 

Pavement which runs from noon until 7 pm. Sorry for the parking problem but 

downtown churches have these problems.  

 

We look forward to sharing the church with you during our 175
th
 Year Celebration 

and invite you to look at some or our history that will be displayed through out the 

church in the on going celebration. Please enter the church at the Narthex entrance 

as that is where the registration table will be and the side of the church where the 

elevator is located. 

 
Kathleen Harsh, 4320 Edgar Terrace #1, Racine WI, 53402, 262-989-9300, 
kathleenharsh@att.net.  
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Metro South UMW Annual Celebration  

October 1, 2011  -  8:30 am to 2:00pm , -  $20 per person  

First United Methodist Church  

745 Main Street  Racine Wisconsin  53403 - 1211 (262) 633 - 7632  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  annual celebration will  formulate our year ahead, explore the social action 

problem of violence at home and include a lovely sit down lunch. Our speaker will 

be Doris La Brasca  who leads seminars for domestic violence for Racine County. 

First Church is in the midst of their 175th Year Celebration and we are invited to 

look at some of their history that will be displayed through out the church. 

 

  

BROKEN 

HEARTS  

 
 

AT HOME?  

Please send $20 payment to Joyce Myers, District Treasurer, 7301-156
th
 Ave, Bristol, WI 53104 by 

September 15, 2011. 

 

 

Name________________________________________Address______________________________ 

 

Church_______________________________________phone________________________________ 

 

Special Dietary/Physical Needs_________________________________________________________ 

 

Special Child Care needed, please list age of child(ren)______________________________________ 

 

. 

We have been asked by the 

Bishop to see how, as 

women of the church, we 

can identify and reach out to 

persons that are suffering 

from this problem that 

affects one in three persons 

in the United States, at 

some point in their lives 
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Thoughts from the Social Action CoordinatorΧ Our social action coordinator is on vacation in 

California so Dodie Smith the Conference Social action coordinator provided us with this 

excellent article.  If you want to reach the Metro South Coordinator please write, call or email to 

Betty Henderson , 300 Jennifer Lane, Brookfield, WI 53045, bhenderson15@wi.rr.com 

Waging Peace through PRAYER and ACTION 
During these Schools of Christian Mission and throughout the year we are looking at the journey 
of engaging in Reconciliation.  Today, until International Day of peace on September 21, you are 
invited to participate in PRAYERS AND ACTIONS FOR PEACE as an expression of reconciliation.  
Log on to www.unitedmentodistwomen. org for submitting your Prayers for Peace and for 
Action suggestions.  United Methodist Women has a long history of working for peace and 
taking stands during critical times.  Following World War II, United Methodist Women 
predecessors from North Carolina urged the establishment of what is now the Church Center for 
the United Nations to be a witness of peace.  In recent years, this has been more focused in the 
aftermath of September 11, 2001.  For example: 

  A PRAYER FOR PEACE Campaign was launcher at the start of the Iraq War in 2003. 

 The Congressional Foreign Affairs Committee received a massive wave of concern about 

the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq in 2004 through our letters and calls. 

 Lƴ нллтΣ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǾƛƎƛƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ 

the Middle  East took place. 

 Media monitoring around peace was conducted during September 2008 and will happen 

again this September. 

The work of waging peace goes on. Now is another critical time in the wake of Osama Bin 
[ŀŘŜƴΩǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎΦ  tǊŀȅŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ 
look for ways to bring about the solutions to the needs we share with God.  Prayer is not the 
power. God is the power but prayer moves God ς it moves the Spirit of God within us to 
respond. Relate this to the feeding of the 5,000.  Jesus was reminding them that they had the 
power to redistribute, they had the power to meet the need, they had the power to respond. 
The article goes on to give suggestions of how we can respond with our actions:  PRAYERFUL 
GATHERINGS, ACT PRAYERFULLY, AND LIVE PRAYERFULLY. 
 
If you would like a copy of the complete article, you may contact Dodie Smith 
dodierwsmith@aol.com or call 262-551-8669.  This is a portion of an article received at Regional 
School, 2011. 

mailto:bhenderson15@wi.rr.com
http://www.unitedmentodistwomen/
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Spiritual Education.   Position is currently vacant.   
Someone has written these beautiful words. One must read and 
try to understand the deep meanings in them. They are like the 
Ten Commandments to follow in life all the time.  
 
1] Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in 
trouble; it is a "steering wheel" that directs us in the right path 
throughout life.  
 
2] Do you know why a car's WINDSHIELD is so large & the 
rear view mirror is so small? Because our PAST is not as 
important as our FUTURE. So, look ahead and move on.  
 
3] Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes few seconds to burn, but 
it takes years to write.  
 
4] All things in life are temporary. If going well enjoy it, they 
will not last forever. If going wrong don't worry, they can't last 
long either.  
 
5] Old friends are like Gold! New friends are Diamonds! If you 
get a Diamond, don't forget the Gold! Because to hold a 
Diamond, you always need a base of Gold!  
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6] Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, GOD 
smiles from above and says, "Relax, sweetheart, it's just a 
bend, not the end!  
 
7] When GOD solves your problems, you have faith in HIS 
abilities; when GOD doesn't solve your problems HE has faith 
in your abilities.  
 
8] A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be anything 
worse than losing eye sight?" He replied: "Yes, losing your 
vision."  
 
9] When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses 
them; and sometimes, when you are safe and happy, remember 
that someone has prayed for you.  
 
10] WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROUBLES; it 
takes away today's PEACE.  
 
Praying for love and peace to fill your life  
 

Food for thought 

When a momôs daughter said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, 

every friend, and every animal (current and past). For several weeks, after we had 

finished the nightly prayer, she would say, 'And all girls.' This soon became part of her 

nightly routine, to include this closing. The momôs curiosity got the best of her and she  

 asked her daughter, why do you always add the part about all girls?' 

 

 Her responseé, 'Because everybody always finish their prayers by saying ôAll Men'!'  
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Education and Interpretation. This position is currently Vacant.  

Check out the thought given by and 8 year old on ñwhy I believe in God!  We can all 

learn some education and interpretation from our youngsters. 

EXPLANATION OF GOD: 

'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so 

there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, 

just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have 

to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to 

mothers and fathers.' 

 

'God's second most important job is listening to prayers An awful lot of this goes on, 

since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't 

have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there 

must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.' 

 

'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 

busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head 

asking for something they said you couldn't have.' 

 

'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in my home 

town. At least there aren't any who come to our church.' 

 

'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and 

performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. 

They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But he was good 

and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were doing 

and to forgive them and God said O.K.' 

 

'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so 

he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he 

did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are 

important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without 

having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.' 

 

'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked 

out so one of them is on duty all the time.'  
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'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's 

anybody you want to make happy, it's God! 

 

Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. 

This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.' 

 

'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because 

your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know 

He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get 

thrown into real deep water by big kids.' 

 

'But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me 

here and he can take me back anytime he pleases. 

 

And...that's why I believe in God.' 

 

Christain  Biblical ñFar Sideò 
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Program Resources.   This position is currently vacant but Jeanne 

Roney has agreed to fill in.  
 

As I write this, I am waiting to go to School of Christian Mission. I hope that you stopped 
in the Program Resource room to see what resources are available.  
 
And, I hope you have been reading Response magazine as part of your reading. There is a 
new look for Response It features a special subject in each issue as well as  a Bible Study in 
every issue, a Bright Lights section where people share ideas from their churches and the 
important feature articles that bring mission to life and tell us what wonderfu l works we 
have a small part in developing. There is also a short synopsis or review of a couple of 
books from the current Reading Program. 
 
Keep on reading the Reading Program web page. It is found at: 
http://reading.umwonline.net/main It is the best source for the Reading Program list. It 
has five sectionsɂArchive, articles, book recommendations, files, and reading lists. 
 
Metro South District Annual Celebration will be Saturday, October 1, 2011 at Racine First. I 
will have books-hopefully for 2012- and oÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ 
can be good gifts for that special young person in your life. 
 
A special thank you to the units that have already sent in their list of readers. I would 
appreciate getting the list of readers by about the third week in August. The form was in 
the packet given out at Day Apart or sent to units not attending. 
 
Jeanne Roney   temporary Program Resources Secretary 
 
If there are any question, please email to: 
thejeannieologist@gmail.com 
or phone 262-544-6873 
Thank you very much! 
 
John Wesley said,  
ȰIt can not be that the people should grow in grace unless they give  
themselves to reading. A reading people will always be a knowing 
People.  

mailto:thejeannieologist@gmail.com
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