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 November 2020                         email information to:  ascott1167@aol.com 

“ 

 

Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart”.  Psalm 37:4 
 
PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT is the title of chapter 5 of Keri Olson’s book “Find your Heart – Follow Your 
Heart”.  I became acquainted with Keri’s life and talent as a writer and speaker back in 2018 when she 
was the keynote speakers at our Dodgeville UMW Sunday celebration.  What impressed me about her 
was her beautiful smile and the joy she radiated as she moved around. When Keri opened our Confer-
ence Annual Gathering with her powerful Devotions, I promised myself to look for her book among my 
stacks of reading materials.  (I didn’t, I had too many other things to do!)  BUT God was not about to let 
me get away with that! The next thing on my agenda, The Alzheimer’s Conference I had signed up for 
ages ago.  The keynote speaker, Keri Olson!  Thru two sessions, Keri never lost her smile, her joy of be-
ing there and words of wisdom kept me writing notes franticly.  Again, I promised to find the book and 
read it. BUT, I didn’t because in a package at my door that morning, came a copy of her book as a “gift”.  
Are you following me?  God was still whispering, “Martha, Martha”.… so finally this morning, November 
6th, first Zoom meeting of the day, Kerri Olson will be the speaker at a “Virtual Caregiver Renewal Day!  
God doesn’t give up on me!! 
 
What her message, has been and will continue to be for me is: 

1. Embrace JOY 
2. Focus on NOW 
3. Live life with a heart full of GRATITUDE 
4. Live with INTENTION 
5. Make time to BE (love yourself so you can love others) 
 

As United Methodist Women, we have lived this unprecedented year of COVID-19, of racial and immi-
gration injustice, of disregard for the health of our planet, with INTENTION and FAITH.  We have contin-
ued to fulfill our Mission of caring for women, children and youth here and around the world.  We have 
continued to send our pledges, we will celebrate WORLD THANK OFFERING this month will hearts full of 
GRATITUDE for God’s care for us and will joyfully share our money with others in greater need than we 
are because he is inviting us to “Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 
heart”.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Martha Boyer 
President
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Now that we are coming near to the end of 2020 – I am setting my 

sights on 2021.  My United Methodist Women focus will turn to-

ward putting together the 2021 Year Book.  In an effort to assemble  

the book in a timely manner, I’m again asking the Districts to send 

to me: 

1.  List of District Officers (along with when their term is over & their  

contact information) 

2.  List of the scheduled District Meetings (along with due dates for 

article submission & do who to send articles to) 

3.  List of local units (along with local presidents contact infor-

mation) 

4.  List of District members (along with contact information) 

5.  List of Inactive units-(along with a contact, if possible) 

It was my suggestion that because of the situation with Covid-19, I 

have made the assumption that there will be few changes in the   

local units.  Consequently, I am hoping to just send out a 

‘supplemental 2021 insert’ that the local unit presidents could be 

put into their 2020 Yearbooks .   

The ‘supplement 2021 pages would include: 

Pg. 3 – New message from Martha Boyer 

Pg. 4 & 5 – 2021 conference req. & Goals 

Pg.  6 – 2021 Conference meeting dates 

Pg. 10 to 13 –2021 Conference Officers 

Pg. 14 – Mission u 2021 Information 

Pg. 17 to 19 – 2021 District Meeting dates 

Pg. 20 to 29 – 2021 District Officers 

Pages that include the local Presidents in their particular District 

Pg. 49 – 2021 Budget and Pledge to Mission 

An entire 2021 Yearbook would be sent to both the District and Conference Officers.  As has been for the 

past couple of years, additional books could be purchased.  Also I will send an entire Yearbook via email to 

the District Presidents and so they will be able to forward pages to people in their Districts that would 

need additional information. 

This is a change for this year only.  Hopefully by 2022 we will be back to normalcy. If you have any ques-

tions, feel free to give me a call.  I look forward to receiving your 2021 information soon. 

Thank you so much. 

Josie Gobel 

920-988-0705      josiegobel@charter.net 
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The Virtual Annual Gathering on Oct. 17, 2020 came off with very few glitches.  I would like to thank the 

planning team for their support, their willingness to go out of their comfort zone, and to learn new things.  

Without their support this virtual annual gathering would not have been possible.  A big thank you to   

Martha Boyer, Josie Gobel, Lisa King, Ruthann Christensen, Laura Pfeffer, and Karen Mayeshiba and to   

Kay Waugh, our registrar.   

 

The Virtual Annual Gathering on 10/17/2020 had 76 participants registered.  There were at least 3  

churches that were used as sites with multiple attendees. 

 

The theme was, “Walking in the Light; United for Justice. 

 

Greetings by video by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and Harriett Olson (United Methodist Women CEO).            

Harriett Olson encouraged us at this time of uncertainty  to reframe  our concerns from “I have to…” to “I 

get to …”  Let’s take the challenges of today to create justice. 

 

Kari Olson –(speaker, author & blogger from 1st United Methodist Church in Baraboo) spoke on moving 

beyond guilt and work together “To Let Our Little Light Shine”  

 Judith Siaba (originally from Mexico & presently living in Rockford IL; had positions on national United 

Methodist Women, General Board of Global Ministries and Justice for Our Neighbors)  She gave some    

history about the World Federation of Methodist & United Church Women and Justice for Our Neighbors 

program.   

Both speakers were recorded,  here is the link to their presentations:       
        http://www.wisconsinumw.org/news.html 
Business meeting was held with the budget and slate of offices for 2021 being approved. 

Deb Pattee (Spiritual Growth Coordinator) led the closing ceremony.  As an Affirmation of Faith she read a 

Creed for Immigrants that was followed by Carrie Newcomer leading a Community Song Project with the 

theme:  “You Can Do This Hard Thing.” 

Next year’s Annual Gathering will be at First United Methodist Church, Baraboo WI on Oct. 15 & 16. 

 

Ruby Dow 

Wis Conference UMW VP 

http://www.wisconsinumw.org/news.html
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Hello Wisconsin UMW Sisters!  

What a difficult, unusual year we are experiencing.  Who amongst us have ever lived during a 

pandemic?  For many, our world has been turned upside down. Nothing in our “normal” routine 

is normal any more.  I missed our newsletter deadline which isn’t like me.  Perhaps that was a 

good thing for I had not received information about the process for doing our 2020 census.  I 

usually include that in my article for our November newsletter. 

Guess what?  The email from our New York Office (NYO) arrived as I was writing my article so 

now I can share some of what I’ll be sending to district presidents and membership nurture and 

outreach coordinators.  

From our NYO “This year we will be changing the name of the census and testing the 

name “Unit Survey”.  Over the past 5 years, the form has taken shape to be more than a num-

ber reporting tool and more of a questionnaire regarding the health and vitality of the unit.  The 

past (3) years we have asked questions about what does it mean to be a thriving unit and what 

attributes do you relate to thriving.  This year, we are asking the unit presidents to self-select in 

what area(s) their members/units are thriving.  This will help influence what it means to “thrive” 

at the district and unit level as well as inform the national office and conference leadership on 

strengths and areas for improvement.”   

By the time our newsletter is in your hands I plan to forward the “Unit Survey” process and in-

formation to your district president and district membership nurture and outreach coordinator.  It 

will be their task to forward it to each unit president in your district.  A printable “Unit Survey” 

will be included which you can use to collect your unit’s survey answers before online data entry. 

We will all be available to assist you if you need help to enter your data into the computer.  

Please contact us for assistance.  

During this very difficult, unusual time how have your reached out to your UMW sisters and 

friends?   In the response magazine for November/December 2020 our General Secretary Har-

riett Jane Olson in her Responsively Yours, “Give Us Grateful Hearts” article shares ways we 

can reach out.  She asks “What if we started a practice of making a call, sending a message or 

writing a note to someone every day between now and New Year’s Day who has made a differ-

ence in our lives?”  Perhaps you’ve reached out in other ways.  I’m interested in hearing from 

you about what you/your unit has done to stay connected and share life during the pandemic.  

As you reach out to others, may God’s love encircle you! 

Sue Plasterer 

seplasterer@charter.net 

1-608-274-0275 

mailto:seplasterer@charter.net
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Have you felt sad lately? Disillusioned? Depressed? Disappointed? 
Stressed? Feel like you are a failure? In all of this, we do not experience 
these struggles alone. We share such feelings, not only with all people 
today, but with those in the Bible as well. Queen Esther called herself the 
one "who [is] alone and ha[s] no help but [God]." David said he lives 
"surrounded by trouble." But we also need to be reminded that God, 
among many other things, is both generous and faithful. Jesus says our 
“Father in heaven gives good things to those who ask him!"  

God's message is clear. We can know that we are not alone and 
that God cares about our struggles. God loves us and is pleased when 
we seek to draw closer to God through prayer, Bible study, sacrifice, be-
ing a servant, and doing   justice. We can be assured that even in our 
difficulties, struggles, and failures, God will see the true desires of our 
heart. We can know that if we only ask, God will come to aid us as we 
struggle to draw closer to our Lord. 

 

Tonight I was struggling as I visited my mother who has developed 
dementia quite quickly. She was surprised to see me because she 
thought I had gone down south with Jesus to save souls. I told her I was 
in Minneapolis babysitting my grandchildren as I do every week Sunday 
through Wednesday. She was very     disappointed that I wasn’t saving 
souls. I started to argue a bit with her when I     realized how useless it 
was. These conversations are becoming more and more common. She 
believes that I should be doing other things for our Lord.  

 

But tonight, in the midst of that difficult experience, God gave me a 
great    but simple gift as I drove home from the nursing home, a gor-
geous sunset. I was reminded that even when life is full of pain, sorrow, 
and struggles, God meets us and gives us great joy and peace. For that 
I am eternally grateful! 

 

Deb Pattee, Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Thank you to all members, units, and districts for your support of UMW mission and    

ministries through the UMW’s five channels of giving (Pledge to Mission, Special Mission 

Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank Offering)!  Together, we 

are transforming the lives of children, youth, and women within Wisconsin and through-

out the world! 

 

For 2020 through November 3, 2020, the Wisconsin Conference UMW had received 

$109,148 from local units and districts through all five channels of giving.  This is more 

than $30,000 less than had been received at the same time last year.  We know that local 

units have been unable to have meetings and many fundraising events during the        

pandemic.  However, some units have come up with creative variations on past            

fundraising events or new events that are safe even during this difficult time.                 

These include ideas like curbside pickups of meals or holiday cookies and asking unit    

and/or church members to donate amounts they would have spent on or contributed     

to UMW events. 

 

As we approach the end of the year, please ensure your 2020 Pledge to Mission and other 

giving is submitted to your district treasurer by their deadline in early December so they 

have time to submit the final 2020 payments to the Conference by year end.   

 

Thank you! 

Lisa King 

Conference Treasurer 
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First, I want to thank all the Officers on the executive Committee who said they 

would take another year on the team.  Also, those who were scheduled to finish 

their term in 2021.  You are all great and I do not know what we would do without 

you.  Thank you, thank you. 

 

 Wednesday night Josie Gobel set up a zoom meeting for Conference, District  

Presidents and Persons on the district nominating committee.  It seems we all have 

the same problem with finding officers and having active units.  Some of the things 

discussed were membership and how to get more women to join.  A lot of the 

young women either work or have young children.  It was suggested that we look 

at the newly retired.  Another idea was to have online units.it was told that you 

need to have sessions around ideas that people want.  People will not keep coming 

if they are not interested in what is happening.  Your officers need to know what 

the members want and how that can be accomplished. One person brought up that 

she did not know what she was responsible for.  To me this seemed like an easy fix 

but maybe not.  All units may not have job descriptions.  If you have that problem 

I know where you can get some that are up to date as the present officer wrote 

them.  

 

My thinking right now is when we need to start planning and trying out new    

ideas.  Do not be discouraged.  Some things work and some don’t, but you will 

never know until you try. 

I am open to any ideas and would like to hear what has worked for your unit and 

what did not. 

 

God bless each of you and may your days be filled with sunshine.  

 

Ruthann Christensen  

Chairman of  the Nominations Committee  



8 

 November 2020 

 



9 

 November 2020 



10 

 November 2020 

This is the time of year, Fall, when we focus on World Thank Offering, one of our five chan-
nels of Mission giving. World Thank Offering is spontaneous gifts given out of gratitude for 
God's abundance and is usually collected by local units in a special service of thanksgiving. 
These gifts are usually used for mission in the United States and around the world. The year 
2020 has been a difficult year filled with anxiety and uncertainty, not only for us here in the 
United States but for countries all over the world. 

 

Here in the United States, November is the month when we celebrate Thanksgiving and 
give thanks for God's blessings in whatever way we can. After living through eight months 
of covid-19 we have much for which to be thankful. In showing our gratitude, let us not for-
get those who have been less fortunate than we have been. United Methodist Women al-
ways share God's blessing with others, thus fulfilling the Purpose of the organization. How 
will you as a unit, as an individual, share your blessings with others?  

 

Your Thank Offering supports missions for women and children throughout the United 
States and the world. Below are a few things for which we can be thankful.  Let us recog-
nize and appreciate the blessings that United Methodist Women bring to others. 
0 

1. – Be thankful for your home, your shelter, your safety. Many people are homeless. UMW 
supports centers for children and family in Anchorage, AK; Tampa, FL; Urbana, IL; LaVerne, 
CA; St. Louis, MO; Cedartown, GA and many others. 

2. – Be thankful you can get to your doctor or the hospital in a few minutes. Many people 
walk miles for medical care.  UMW supports the bicycle ambulance project to assist in fill-
ing a service gap to transport expectant mothers to hospital for delivery in Kasungu District, 
Malawi. 

3. – Be thankful for food in your pantry and cupboards and access to the grocery store. 
Many people face starvation without gardens or access to stores. UMW supports food pro-
grams. Studies show that wealthy neighborhoods have three times as many supermarkets 
as poor ones do, white neighborhoods have four times as many grocery stores as predomi-
nantly black ones do and that these stores in African-American communities are usually 
smaller with less selection. 

4. – Be thankful for employment opportunities.  UMW supports Ons Plek Projects, Mission 
of Methodist Church of South Africa, Cape Town with purchase of computers, a UPS sys-
tem, wireless projectors and software to help girls gain skills to leave the street life behind 
them. 
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5. – Be thankful for your family. The world is full of orphaned children from war and dis-
ease. UMW supports NGO Shalom Reconciliation Ministries supporting care and educa-
tion of orphan and vulnerable boys and girls in Kotido, Uganda. 

6. – Be thankful for the peace we can find in Wallowa County. Many wake each morning 
in fear for their lives.  UMW supports the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka and their work 
with young war widows to gain education and vocational skills training. 

7. – Be thankful for our freedom. Many who stand for their convictions are persecuted 
or imprisoned. UMW supports the Bethune House which provides shelter, health and 
legal services for Indonesian migrant domestic workers in crisis. 

8. -- Be thankful for our farmland. As the world population grows, tillable land is lost. 
UMW supports Grassroots International, The Women’s Empowerment and Food Sover-
eignty Program in Palestine to provide training, tools, and bees for Palestine women to 
produce and sell honey to earn money to feed their families and communities. 

9. – Be thankful for your education and our schools. Children walk miles to have the 
same opportunity.  UMW supports Amity Foundation, Southern China University for 
Girls project to support girls completing full education through university. 

10. – Be thankful for the bounty of our gardens and the farmers’ market. Many people 
have depleted soil or not water for crops. UMW supports the North Katanga Annual 
Conference, Democratic Republic of Congo, for crop production of rural women in Kami-
na district along with food security efforts and education. 

11.– Be thankful you are not a refugee fleeing war, famine, floods and political unrest. A 
third of the world’s population is refugees. UMW supports the Russia United Methodist 
Women’s support for women in crisis at Susannah Wesley Care Center in Voronezh, 
Russia. 

12. – Be thankful that we can express our Christian faith at Christmas. Many people are 
persecuted for declaring their belief in Jesus Christ. UMW supports the Hesperian Foun-
dation to provide health information on reproductive health and chronic diseases, such 
as malaria, serving women, children and youth throughout Africa. 

 

I am thankful for United Methodist Women; for all my sisters here in the United States 
and Worldwide.  

 

Cherrie Hartley 

Education & Interpretation 
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I can hardly believe that it is November already, and that December is right around the corner.  What a 
year we have had!  None of us expected to be living with covid-19 for this long, but thank God we have 
been able to manage. With November comes Thanksgiving and in December we look forward to Christ-
mas and celebrating the birth of Christ. These two months also bring us much anxiety and stress and 
this year is not going to be the exception. We worry about how we will celebrate these major holidays. 
For one thing, we will not be able to celebrate these events with family the way we were accustomed 
to; instead, we have to be mindful of gatherings, and social distancing in order to stay healthy, and that 
brings us even more stress.  

 

Are you a worrier? Do you get stressed easily? How do you cope when you are worried or stressed? Do 
you rely on God; on your faith? I would like to suggest one way that you may find relief in this stressful 
time that would help you to grow spiritually and could last you a lifetime. During the Thanksgiving/
Christmas Season, I would encourage you to read the book Finding Peace in an Anxious World. It is one 
of the Bonus books on the 2021-2022 Reading Program and one that is being studied at Mission u. If 
you read this book during the season, for one thing, by reading now, you will also be prepared for Mis-
sion u 2021. 

 

This book/study 'uses the book of Proverbs and the "Serenity Prayer" as a guide to help Christians find 
their way through anxiety, worry and fear and move toward God's peace, which surpasses all under-
standing'. It is a book that is very relevant, and discusses spiritual practices during anxiety. It provides 
help, through scriptural and spiritual disciplines, that allows one to cope with stress and anxiety and be 
rooted in God and be energized to live fully as disciples of Christ. 

 
 

The focus in the book is on four sermons; Serenity, Acceptance, Courage and Wisdom. We all know the 
Serenity prayer but do we know the origin of the prayer? If you don't, that is one thing you will discover 
and this study will offer an enlightening experience through its four chapters. I encourage you to invite 
God in, cast your worry on him and give yourself over to the peace and serenity that will come. 

 
 

Do you have a book? The latest issue (November/December) of Response magazine lists the 2021-2022 
Reading Program and has an inset on Where to Find Books. You can always check your local library 
and I'm sure that the Librarian will be happy to find a copy for you. I wish you a Blessed and Stress-free 
holiday season. 

 
 

Cherrie Hartley 

Program Resources 
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Wisconsin Conference 

United Methodist Women 

317 W Merrimac Street 

Dodgeville WI  53533 

December 11 Catch the Vision due Date (2021 CTV) 


