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President’s Message 

It hardly seems possible that my four years as your Conference President is coming to a close. It has been a great joy and 

honor to serve God, this organization and all of you for this time. I have had a great deal of encouragement and expres-

sions of appreciation during those years, but in truth I could not have done it without the talented and faithful women 

on the Conference team, District leaders and local members who have worked to make our dreams and plans come into 

being.  

In Paul’s farewell to the leaders of the Ephesian church, Paul says “I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may 

finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me” (Acts 20:24). In United Methodist Women we are giv-

en tasks but they are rarely completed. Our journey is a relay race rather than a solo journey. Four years ago, I received 

the baton of leadership from Judy Vasby. I was unsure if I as a relative new-comer to Wisconsin, a younger working wom-

an and someone who was not raised in the church would be the best choice for such a position. Yet I believe that God 

provides and gifts us all in unique ways and many of the weaknesses I saw in my abilities and knowledge turned out to be 

areas of transformation for me and my handling of the role of President. I was not the same President Judy was and as I 

hand off my baton to Shirley Carpenter I know that she will bring to this position gifts, knowledge and graces I did not. 

We run this race started by our brave and visionary foremothers in new ways, yet we are still focused upon our PURPOSE 

and it guides forward as we hand off our baton to the next woman who answers God’s call to serve. 

Of course, once you have started on the race it rarely lets you quit, so I will still be active in leadership of United Method-

ist Women as I transition to becoming President of the South West District. Even as we retire from one office, we are 

often recycled into new places of service and mission. I value the experience I have had on the Conference level and look 

forward to applying what I learned in my District. I pray that we will all continue to find new ways to invite women of all 

ages, races, abilities and background to join us on this race. I pray you will find encouragement to preserve and grow in 

your understanding of God, our neighbors and mission in the world. In the 21st century United Methodist Women still 

has a vital role in the church and the world as we seek to put Faith, Hope and Love into Action for women, children and 

youth. Thank you for this opportunity to serve you all. It has been a priceless gift to me. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Pfeffer 

Wisconsin Conference President UMW 

pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 
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Wisconsin Conference UMW Annual Gathering 

 

Wisconsin United Methodist Women answered A Call to Community by attending a spirit filled Annual Gathering at 
First UMC Waukesha on Oct. 20-21.  30 women participated in the tour of Northcott Neighborhood House on Friday 
afternoon before the annual gathering.  An overview of Northcott was given by Mac Weddle and Bob.  A major     
concern for Northcott is the leaking roof over the gym.  Friday evening there was District officer training and an    
update on Northcott was given by Adrianne Griffin.  110 United Methodist women and 5 District Superintendents  
(Scott Carlson, Sue D’Alessio, Forrest Wells, Deborah Thompson, and Kate Croskery Jones) participated on       
Saturday.  Donations were collected for Harbor House and Crisis Shelters.  The Limitless young women led us in 
our Purpose in English, Spanish, and Hmong.  Presentations included the Washington Seminar, on Assembly 2018, 
and Legacy 150.  The Seminar was held in Washington, DC and New York in August.  Participants studied climate 
justice and income inequality at the United Methodist Building in DC and at the United Nations in New York. Barbara 
Dick was the key note speaker on Saturday morning. Her keynote speech, “A Call to Community” is posted on the 
Wisconsin UMW website at: www.wisconsinumw.org.  The Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition was the key note 
speaker in the afternoon.  Members of the panel were able to join us for lunch before their presentation.  Continuing 
with the theme of A Call to Community, Janan Najeeb presented a PowerPoint presentation on building bridges,   
and dispelling Muslim stereotypes.  The audio file of Janan’s presentation is available from Ruby Dow at 
remdow@ymail.com.  One individual stated she learned that Muslims believe in the God of Abraham.  A special  
offering was taken for the Legacy fund.  $1717.00 was received.  An offering was taken for UMW misions.  $1196.00 
was received.  The day ended with the installation of 2018 Conference UMW officers and communion officiated by 
Pastor Greta Hietpas.  Next year the UWM annual gathering will be on Oct. 19-20 at First UMC Waukesha.          

Harbor House Donations 

Barbara Dick 

Muslim panel 

Conference Officers for 2018 

 

Ruby Dow 

Vice-President  

http://www.wisconsinumw.org
mailto:remdow@ymail.com
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Greetings:  My name is Josie Gobel and I am your new Conference Secretary.  I’ll be the first to admit that I am a bit nervous 

about all of this, but I will do my best.  I am relatively new to the UMW and so I am definitely on a steep learning curve.  So 

please bear with me.  I’m anxious to meet many people around the State of Wisconsin and anxious to be part of the team.  

Never hesitate to contact me with suggestions, ideas, concerns, corrections and/or whatever else is on your mind.  

I do have one big ambitious goal!  That is -- I would like to get the 2018 Yearbook published by Jan. 31, 2018.  Consequently,  

I will be looking for the input from the District Leaders regarding: 

1.  Contact list of your District Officers (incl. full address, phone # & email – if they have one) 

2.  List of District Meeting  Dates for 2018 & location of the meetings, if known. (If you do not know the location you can  

designate:  TBD (to be determined). 

 That includes: Team meetings, Retreats and/or Days of Enrichment, District Annual Gathering, etc. 

3.  List of Local Unit Presidents (incl. their address, phone #  & email (if they have one). 

It will be very helpful to me if you can gather the information listed above, and get it to me as soon as you can.  But certainly 

get it to me by Dec. 31st.   Again, do not hesitate to contact me with questions of any kind. 

Sincerely, 

Josie Gobel 

920-988-0705 

josiegobel@charter.net 

The nominations committee is pleased to announce the slate of officers that will brought before the   
annual business meeting for election on October 21st in Waukesha. We want to thank everyone who 
has said yes enthusiastically.  You may see that there are currently several openings that we are still 
working to fill and may bring them to be nominated from the floor at the meeting. If you have anyone 
you would like to suggest or bring before the nominating committee.  It is becoming harder and    
harder to fill  positions in a volunteer organization but the work of United Methodist Women is so 
critical to the lives of women, youth and children around the world and certainly in our own          
communities. You can contact me or any of the other members of our committee.  Our numbers and 
emails are on the slate of officers as we are all continuing at this time for at least another year.      

 

Conference Nominating Committee  
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News from Shirley Carpenter: 

I’m grateful for the many years I was able to serve on the Conference Team.  Thank you all for your 
support.  After being diagnosed with wet macular degeneration, I was diagnosed with dementia. 

Between the two, going to appointments keeps us busy - 4 hours today. 
 

My hubby, “Shirley’s secretary.” is taking good care of me, as well as doing the household chores. 

Without him I couldn’t have done all the things I did. 
 

I will be attending District and Conference events, as I am able.  I made so many wonderful friends, 
which I cherish, and hope to be touch with.  
 

Life has it’s “twists and turns.”  Hopefully God will lead me into something where I can serve others. 

 In Christ’s Love, 
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I wonder if your aware of a major event in the history of the church that was just commemorated: the 500 th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, when Martin Luther nailed the famous 95 Theses on the door of the 
Wittenberg church on October 31, 1517. Many churches celebrated this on Sunday, October 29, also called        
Reformation Day. We should all be aware of the significance of this event.  

A few years ago, I was visiting the Catholic Church that my daughter and her family were attending at the time. Her 
priest announced that it was Reformation Sunday for Protestants around the world and he felt that the church should 
sing A Mighty Fortress is our God. My husband and I were brought to tears as we belted out that great Martin Luther 
hymn and as priest and many in the church sang acapella and without a hymnal. I’m sure that many of you know this 
song but I want you to see the 2nd stanza.  

Did we in our own strength confide,  
our striving would be losing,  
were not the right man on our side,  
the man of God's own choosing.  
Dost ask who that may be?   
Christ Jesus, it is he;  
Lord Sabaoth, his name,  
from age to age the same,  
and he must win the battle.  

Here we see the importance of our relationship with Jesus who alone wins the battle. There is nothing we can do to 
earn God’s favor. It is God who wins the battle. 

If you were to look up Protestant Reformation on history.com it says, 

The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century religious, political, intellectual and cultural upheaval that 
splintered Catholic Europe, setting in place the structures and beliefs that would define the continent in the 
modern era. In northern and central Europe, reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin and Henry VIII       
challenged papal authority and questioned the Catholic Church’s ability to define Christian practice. They 
argued for a religious and political redistribution of power into the hands of Bible- and pamphlet-reading   
pastors and princes. The disruption triggered wars, persecutions and the so-called Counter-Reformation,   
the Catholic Church’s delayed but forceful response to the Protestants. 

So, what does this all mean? 

I would say one of the key texts that makes it all clear to me is those two verses that many of us had to memorize – 
Ephesians 2: 8,9:   - “For by grace are you saved by faith. And that not of yourselves is the gift of God, not of works 
lest anyone should boast!” 

So, our salvation is all about grace (God’s Work At Christ’s Expense). There is nothing we can do except tell God we 
need God. Our works do not get us to heaven. It is all about our faith in God. Another key point is that we can have 
our own Bible in a language that we can read. Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church       
because his emphasis was on Sola Scriptura – Scripture alone as the Christian’s ultimate authority, as opposed to 
Popes or Councils. He read through the entire Bible each year for at least ten years of his life.  

I hope you are encouraged like me to realize how this Reformation 500 years ago affects us today. Now that we   
understand how the importance of Scripture has changed, I might ask “How is your Bible reading going?” I hope we 
don’t all take it for granted and like Luther attempt to read it through in a year!  

Submitted by Deb Pattee ~ Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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Mauston United Methodist Church

420 Suszycki Drive

Mauston, WI  53948

Saturday, April 7, 2018

Themes: Health Care policy and Income inequality 

and racial justice 

Mission Action
Day

2018 MISSION ACTION DAY REGISTRATION FORM  

Deadline for Registration: Friday, March 9, 2018- $12 registration fee

Late registration-$15- March 10-17, after March 17- fee remains $15 lunch on your own

Registration: 9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.       l      Sending forth: 2:30 p.m.

Registration is transferrable, not refundable.

Name

Address

City State/ZIP Code

District Church

Phone Email

Dietary or other considerations

Send form and registration fee to: 

Janet Brockman, W6943 North Road, Mauston, WI  53948

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin Conference UMW

Child Care needed for ______________ child(ren), Age(s) ________________ (I also understand that I am 

responsible for providing a sack lunch for each child or paying the registration fee of $12.00 for each child in order to cover their lunch.) 

Program to focus on:  How do people of faith deal with health care 

insurance and related issues of income disparages related to race.  How 

are faith communities involved.
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Driving Directions to Mauston UMC, Mauston
For Mission Action Day, Saturday, April 7, 2018

• FROM STEVENS POINT/WAUSAU AREA (NORTHWEST): Take 39/51 south to Hwy 

82 west to Mauston.  Turn Left on N. Union Street (Hwy 82 and County G), Turn right 

onto east State Street (Hwy, 12).  Turn left onto Division.  Turn right onto Milwaukee 

Street.  Turn right onto Suszycki Dr.  Parking lot is on left side of street. 

• FROM MADISON AREA (SOUTHWEST): Take 94/90/39 North.  Stay on 90/94 to exit 

69 (Mauston). Turn left onto Hwy. 82. Turn Left on N. Union Street (Hwy 82 and 

County G), Turn right onto east State Street (Hwy, 12).  Turn left onto Division.  Turn 

right onto Milwaukee Street.  Turn right onto Suszycki Dr.  Parking lot is on left side of 

street.  

• FROM MILWAUKEE AREA (SOUTH): Take Hwy 94 towards Madison.  Take 90/94/39 

north. Stay on 90/94 to exit 69 (Mauston). Turn left onto Hwy. 82. Turn Left on N. 

Union Street (Hwy 82 and County G), Turn right onto east State Street (Hwy, 12).  

Turn left onto Division.  Turn right onto Milwaukee Street.  Turn right onto Suszycki Dr.  

Parking lot is on left side of street.  

• FROM GREEN BAY AREA (NORTH): Take Hwy 41 south to Hwy 44 towards Ripon.  

Turn right onto Hwy. 23.  Go straight on Hwy 82 towards Oxford and continue to 

Mauston. Turn Left on N. Union Street (Hwy 82 and County G), Turn right onto east 

State Street (Hwy, 12).  Turn left onto Division.  Turn right onto Milwaukee Street.  

Turn right onto Suszycki Dr.  Parking lot is on left side of street.

• FROM LA CROSSE AREA (WEST): Take 90 east to 90/94 east towards Madison. 

Stay on 90/94 to exit 69 (Mauston). Turn right onto Hwy. 82. Turn Left on N. Union 

Street (Hwy 82 and County G), Turn right onto east State Street (Hwy, 12).  Turn left 

onto Division.  Turn right onto Milwaukee Street.  Turn right onto Suszycki Dr.  Parking 

lot is on left side of street. 

Madison to Mauston: 1 hour 20 min

Green Bay to Mauston: 2 hours 45 min

Milwaukee to Mauston:  2 hours 8 min (I-94) /  2 hours 50 min (I-41)

La Crosse to Mauston:  1 hour 20 min

Wisconsin Rapids to Mauston:  1 hour 10 min

Tomahawk to Mauston:  2 hours 30 min

Eau Claire to Mauston:  1 hour 50 min
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Calendar 2018 

 January 13—Phone Conference 

 March 3—Mission u Phone Conference 

 March 16—Catch the Vision article due date 

 April 7—Mission Action Day, Mauston, WI 

 April 20-21—Conference Meeting, Oshkosh 

 May 17-20—Assembly, Columbus, OH 

 July 21 — Catch the Vision article due date 

 July 23-26 – Mission U 4-day school, Hotel Mead, WI Rapids 

 July 27 – Mission U Overview day, Hotel Mead, WI Rapids 

 August 24—Catch the Vision article due date  

 August 24-26 – Mission u and Executive Team meeting – Pine Lake Camp 

 Oct 23 — Catch the Vision article due date 

 Oct. 19-20 – Annual Gathering – Waukesha: First UMC 

 Nov. 3-4 – Conference Team and Mission u Meeting,   

 

Please be in prayer as United Methodist Women joins three United Methodist general agencies in a call 
for "bold action to protect God's people and God's planet, as world leaders gather for 'COP 23'              
November 6_17 United Nations Framework Concentration on Climate Change in Bonn, Germany. 
 
Mary Lainberger 
Program Advisory Board 
mlainberger@charter.net 
608-846-4348 or 608-212-0506. 

mailto:mlainberger@charter.net
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Wisconsin Conference 
United Methodist Women 
317 W Merrimac Street 
Dodgeville WI  53533 

 

Registration opened September 1, 2017 for Assembly, now is the time to register!   

Visit www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and click on the link for Assembly, to complete the registration form. 

Dates:  May 18-20th, 2018 in Columbus, OH 

May 17th will be the Ubuntu Service Day 

The registration fee for the 2018 Assembly is $330, this fee includes two healthy lunches for attendees.   

Assembly is a great value at the $330 registration fee. Few other faith-based conferences offer Worship/
Plenaries infused with music and performing arts, quality workshops and town hall meetings with renowned   
leaders, action opportunities and Experience Hall with immersive educational encounters for such a low fee.  

Registration closes April 9, 2018. 

Transportation information is included in this Catch the Vision. 

See you there!!! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

